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Restricted Parking Zone Fact Sheet 
A Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ) can help to ease parking congestion in neighborhoods near 
major trip generators like schools, hospitals, arenas, or mass transit stations.  

Potential RPZ Benefits Potential RPZ Tradeoffs 
• Increased parking access for 

residents. 
• Reduced congestion. 
• Increased traffic safety. 
• Reduced emissions. 

• Increased cost to residents. 
• Potential impact on nearby businesses. 
• May shift problem to nearby 

neighborhood. 
• Increased enforcement resource 

impact. 
 

RPZ’s are delineated by regulatory signs, like those shown in the following figure. 

 

RPZ Implementation Cycle 
1. A community member requests an RPZ. 
2. Staff studies requests by the community between January and April for warranting 

criteria.  
a. If warranting criteria are met or the Public Works Director determines the 

benefits of an RPZ outweigh the tradeoffs, community outreach is 
conducted. 

i. Information is mailed to residents requesting approval or rejection of 
an RPZ. At least 60% consensus is needed by June. 

1. If 60% consensus is achieved by June, staff develop a budget 
request for implementation funding for Council consideration 
by July. 
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a. If budget is approved, implementation of the RPZ will 
begin in January of the upcoming calendar year. 
Residents will have 3 months to sign up for permits prior 
to enforcement beginning. 

2. If 60% consensus is not achieved, an RPZ will not be 
implemented, and a decision summary will be provided back 
to the requesting community member(s) unless the Director 
otherwise authorizes implementation. 

b. If warranting criteria are not met and the Director determines an RPZ is not 
warranted, an RPZ will not be implemented. 

i. A decision summary will be provided back to the requesting 
community member(s). 

RPZ Criteria 
RPZ warranting criteria are as follows: 

• There is a non-residential on street parking generator nearby;  
• At least 75% of the parking on 20 connected block faces is full; and   
• 60% or more of the households (including residents of multifamily housing) 

agree that the RPZ should be implemented. 

Note: some blocks are much longer than others and are counted as multiple block faces as 
appropriate.  An example of what 20 connected block faces can look like is shown in the 
following figure. 
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