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Types of Immigration

• Family Based Immigration
• Created Derivative status
• Petitions for immediate family members

• Employment Based Immigration
• Created to fill in labor needs
• Examples: H-1B, L-1, EB-5, etc.

• Asylum and Refugees
• Sanctuary for those fleeing persecution
• Finalized in Refugee Act of 1980



Immigration Departments

• Previously called Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS)

• Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
• Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

• Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)



Immigration Status
• Undocumented - This population include those who have overstayed 

their visas; or entered without inspection. 

• Visa Holder – A Visa allows an individual to ask permission to enter 
the country. There are two categories: 1. Non-immigrant Visa; 2. 
Immigrant Visa. 

• Permanent Resident – Allowed to remain in the United State 
indefinitely. There are two types of Permanent Residents: 1. 
Conditional Permanent Resident; 2. Permanent Resident 

• Citizen – Three ways to become a citizen in the U.S: 1. Born in the 
United States; 2. Naturalization; 3. Acquisition or Derivation 



Family Based Immigration

• U.S. Citizen – Spouse, children, parents, siblings 

• Permanent Resident – Spouse or Children under 21



Family Based Preferences
Visa Bulletin

If you are not an Immediate Relative (Parent or Spouse of U.S. citizen) then you must 
wait until your Priority Date  becomes current. A Visa bulletin comes out once a month. 

       October 2025    

 



Naturalization 

• To Naturalize, an individual must first be a Permanent Resident
• 3 years based on marriage

• 5 years based on any other status

• An applicant must also pass a naturalization test
• New bank of 128 questions

• Must answer 12 of 20 questions correctly

• American innovation: "Name one American innovation."

• Major wars: "Why did the U.S. enter World War I?"



Derive or Acquire 
Citizenship 

• Derivation of Citizenship comes from a 
parent who includes their permanent 
resident minor child on the 
Naturalization application. 

• Acquisition of Citizenship is available 
when someone is born outside of the 
country to a U.S. citizen parent or has 
U.S. citizen grandparents. If the relative 
meets certain requirements, a 
noncitizen born outside the U.S. can 
acquire citizenship. 



Refugees vs. Asylees

• A traditional refugee is someone who flees a 
foreign country to a nearby or neighboring 
country and then applies for refugee status 
while in a designated refugee camp. 

• An asylum seeker is an individual who is 
suffering persecution and comes to the 
border of the U.S., or who is already in the 
U.S. on another status, and makes a valid 
asylum claim. 



Refugee Process

• Each refugee must spend at least two 
years in a refugee camp before applying 
to a third party country

• Typically less than 5% of refugees in 
camps are accepted by a third party 
country

• Refugees can spend decades in a refugee 
camp depending on the conflict

• Refugees receive Permanent Residency 
and assistance in the U.S. for up to 5 
years after entry



Refugee Statistics

• For FY25 the U.S. admitted 27,308 
refugees before admission was suspended 
in January 2025

• Since that time, an additional 340 white 
Afrikaners were admitted 
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Asylees
• Asylum seekers must make their claim inside the United States or at 

the U.S. border. 

• If a claim is made inside the U.S. then it is an affirmative claim
• Affirmative claims are made directly to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services

• If a claim is made at the border, it is a defensive claim
• Defensive claims are made in U.S. Immigration Court



Asylum Categories

• An individual can apply for asylum if they 
have been persecuted or fear 
persecution on the following grounds:

• Race

• Religion

• Nationality

• Political Opinion

• Membership in a Particular Social 
Group



Additional Forms of Immigration Relief

Deferred Action  for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA)
Temporary Protective Status (TPS)
Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs)
Visa Lottery



Federal Immigration Updates
•TPS countries are losing designation

•Afghanistan
•Cameroon
•Syria
•Venezuela
•Haiti
•Honduras
•Nicaragua
•Nepal

•DACA is currently being fought in the courts
•The Fifth Circuit’s decision is in the process of going into effect. USCIS continues to accept, but is not 
processing, (new) initial DACA applications. Meanwhile, DACA recipients in Texas can continue to renew their 
status, including work permits, every two years. 

•Refugee program suspended indefinitely, outside of a few Afrikaners. 

•Arrests occurring at immigration courts, ICE check-ins and naturalization interviews

•Auto extension on work permits (EADs) ended October 30th



Know Your Rights
• Law enforcement, including ICE, can enter any public space for 

actions
• Locked areas of public buildings are off limits without a signed warrant by a 

judge
• Arrest warrants are not signed by a judge and do not allow access to private 

areas

• Private domiciles are not accessible without a warrant

• Little to no protection from being detained on the street, in your car 
or other public places



Know Your Rights – The Border
• You have fewer rights near the border

• U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has jurisdiction within 100 
miles of the border
• CBP can conduct expanded enforcement activities, such as setting up internal 

checkpoints, boarding public transport, and conducting roving patrols to 
question people about their immigration status. Agents also have expanded 
authority for stops, searches, and detentions in this zone. 

• Still must have probable cause to search your vehicle



Washington State Services for Immigrants 

• Undocumented immigrants are eligible to obtain a standard driver's license in 
Washington State, provided they meet all other requirements like passing the 
driving and written tests and proving state residency

• Office of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance (ORIA) provides services such as 
housing, legal services and case management for asylum seekers and other 
migrants through the Washington Migrant and Asylum-Seeker Support Project 
(WA MASS) program

• Food Assistance Program Employment and Training provides employment 
readiness opportunities to State Food Assistance recipients.

• The LEP (Limited English Pathway) program assists eligible refugees and 
immigrants, including those receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
cash and Refugee Cash Assistance benefits to move towards economic stability. 
This includes employment-related services, and education-related services 
necessary to obtain and maintain employment. 



Questions?

• Justin Estep,

• Director of Refugee and Immigrant Services

• jestep@lcsnw.org

• 4040 S 188th St #300, SeaTac, WA 98188
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