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RESOLUTION NO. 542

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF SHORELINE,
WASHINGTON, AFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO ENSURE THAT
ALL INDIVIDUALS, REGARDLESS OF GENDER IDENTITY, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION OR GENDER EXPRESSION, FEEL SAFE AND
SUPPORTED, AND DECLARING THE CITY OF SHORELINE TO BE AN
INVITING, EQUITABLE, AND SAFE COMMUNITY FOR LGBTQIA2S+
PEOPLE.

WHEREAS, in 2017, the City adopted Resolution No. 401, declaring the City of Shoreline
to be an inviting, equitable and safe community for all; and

WHEREAS, the City of Shoreline recognizes and upholds the rights of individuals to be
treated fairly and to live their lives with dignity and respect and free from discrimination or
targeting because of their immigration status, sexual orientation, gender or gender identity or
expression, faith, race, national origin, age, ability, ethnicity, housing status, economic status, or
other social status; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the inherent worth and equal rights of all people, including
LGBTQIA2S+ people, and is committed to ensuring that Shoreline remains a welcoming,
inclusive and safe community for all who live, work and visit here; and

WHEREAS, the City strongly condemns any act of harassment, bullying, intimidation,
violence, or other acts of hate that are based on immigration status, sexual orientation, gender or
gender identity or expression, faith, race, national origin, age, ability, ethnicity, housing status,
economic status, or other social status; and

WHEREAS, LGBTQIA2S+ individuals face ongoing discrimination, violence, and
systemic barriers that threaten their safety, well-being, and human rights, and transgender and non-
binary people in particular have been vilified in political advertisements, and Project 2025 outlines
further plans to remove established rights and criminalize the existence of transgender people; and

WHEREAS, according to the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) in the 2024
legislative session, 533 bills in 41 states were introduced that infringe on human rights and restrict
fundamentals like healthcare, education, sports, and personal autonomy for LGBTQIA2S+
individuals; and as of February 7, 2025, the ACLU was tracking 339 new anti LGBTQIA2S+ bills;
and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes and admonishes the increasing legislation denying respect
and dignity to individuals on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity or expression
across the United States; and

WHEREAS, in this hostile environment, cities, counties, and states across the country are
taking steps to support and protect the negative effects on the mental health of LGBTQIA2S+
people, especially youth; and
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WHEREAS, a 2024 U.S. National Survey on the Mental Health of LGBTQIA2S+ young
people by the Trevor Project found nearly 40 percent (40%) of those youth seriously considered
attempting suicide in the past year; and

WHEREAS, the overwhelming majority (90%) of LGBTQIA2S+ young people said their
well being was negatively impacted due to recent nolitics; and over half (53%) said their well-
being was negatively impacted by politics a lot; and transgender and nonbinary youth reported
these feelings at higher rates than their cisgender counterparts (46% compared to 30%,
respectively); and

WHEREAS, the City’s current practice prohibits City employees from inquiring or
discriminating based on gender or sexual orientation or expression and requires employees to
comply with the Washington Law Against Discrimination, Chapter 49.60 RCW; and

WHEREAS, the City will continue to work, in cooperation with our community partners,
to ensure our services and programs are accessible and open to all individuals; and

WHEREAS, as leaders in the community, we have a special responsibility not to stay silent
in the face of discrimination, harassment or hate against any of our residents, and we choose to be
a leader in protecting the human rights, equity, public safety, dignity, and social well-being of all
individuals; o

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHORELINE,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Shoreline City Council firmly states its commitment to protecting human
rights for all individuals, and believes that access to healthcare, education and peaceful enjoyment
of their lives are fundamental rights to all people. The City is an inviting, equitable and safe
community for all, including LGBTQIA2S+ individuals, and the City is committed to standing
together with the people of Shoreline in opposing hate, violence, and acts of intolerance committed
against our community members.

Section 2. The City is committed to continuing our work to reach out to and connect with
all members of our community to ensure that our programs are accessible and open to all
individuals and continue to uplift the voices and contributions of individuals, communities, and
leaders and to celebrate LGBTQIA2S+ individuals through public events, education, and
partnerships with local organizations.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 24, 2025.
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ATTEST: Christop'h‘gr Roberts
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ssica Simulcik Smith-City Clerk




