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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
The Shoreline Management Act (SMA), passed by the Washington Legislature in 1971, 
requires all counties and most towns and cities with shorelines to develop and implement 
Shoreline Master Programs (SMPs). SMPs are comprehensive plans containing policies and 
regulations that guide use of Washington shorelines, and these regulations apply to both 
public and private uses along lake, stream, and marine shorelines. They protect natural 
resources for future generations, provide for public access to public waters and shores, 
and plan for water-dependent uses.

The City of Shoreline adopted its Shoreline Master Program in 2013 consistent with the 
Department of Ecology’s guidelines. Shoreline’s SMP contains a more thorough analysis 
and guidelines than what is required in the Comprehensive Plan, so rather than recreating 
it or selecting certain portions, the entire document can be found here:

https://www.shorelinewa.gov/home/
showpublisheddocument/18579/635496587381230000
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