GOALS AND POLICIES
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Shoreline is fortunate to be located on Puget Sound. There is a great
deal of responsibility to care for the land and waters protected by the
Shoreline Management Act. The city takes this responsibility seriously
and works with property owners to ensure natural resources are
preserved and that property owners are aware of and can prepare for
any risks associated with living in such a dynamic environment.

Introduction

Washington’s Shoreline Management Act (SMA) was passed by the Legislature in
1971 and adopted by the public in a 1972 referendum. The goal of the SMA is “to
prevent the inherent harm in an uncoordinated and piecemeal development of the
state’s shorelines.” The SMA establishes a balance of authority between local and
state government; and while cities and counties are the primary regulators, the
State has authority to review local shoreline management programs and permit
decisions.
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The SMA, and the City’s Shoreline Master Program, apply to all “shorelines of the
state.” Shorelines of the state include all “shorelines” and “shorelines of statewide
significance” within Washington. Shorelines, as defined by the SMA, are all water
areas together with the lands underlying them, which meet certain flow or acreage
criteria. Shorelines of statewide significance are certain water areas that the
Legislature has determined to have a unique character warranting special status
and protection. Within the City of Shoreline there are only shorelines of statewide
significance - the approximately 3.5 miles of Puget Sound coastline. No other water
areas within Shoreline meet the criteria set forth in the SMA.

In addition to the actual water areas, the SMA and the City’s Shoreline Master
Program apply to shorelands. Shorelands are the area 200 feet landward of the
ordinary high watermark (OHWM) of all waters subject to the SMA’s provisions.

The Shoreline Master Program, referenced in this element’s Supporting Analysis
section, contains the background data and analysis that describe the shorelines
and applicable development regulations of the City, and provides the foundation
for the following goals and policies.




Goals And Policies

Goal SMP 1

Provide for economically productive uses that are particularly
dependent on their shoreline location or use.
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Policy Plan for economic activity that is water-dependent, water-related, or that provides

SMP 1.1 an opportunity for a substantial number of people to enjoy the shoreline and
water.

Goal SMP 2

Increase public access to publicly owned areas of the shoreline.

Policy Provide for public access to publicly owned shoreline areas, except where deemed
SMP 2.1 inappropriate due to safety hazards, inherent security problems, conflicts with
adjacent uses, or environmental impacts such as erosion or habitat impairment.

Goal SMP 3

Develop public and private recreation opportunities that are
compatible with adjacent uses and that protect the shoreline

environments.
Policy Provide for the preservation and enlargement of public and private recreational
SMP 3.1 opportunities and recreational facilities along the shoreline, including but not

limited to, parks and recreational areas, wherever appropriate.




Children playing
along the shoreline

Goal SMP 4

Provide inter-connected, efficient, and safe transportation
networks to and around the shoreline to accommodate
vehicles, transit, pedestrians, and cyclists to improve public
access.

Policy Provide for a safe and adequate circulation system, including existing and

SMP 4.1 proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, and other public
utilities and facilities within the shoreline jurisdiction that benefit permitted uses
and public access to shoreline without degrading the environment or aesthetic
values of the area.

Goal SMP 5

Regulate land use patterns to locate activity and development
in areas of the shoreline that will be compatible with adjacent
uses and sensitive to existing shoreline environments, habitat,
and ecological systems and future conditions resulting from
climate change.

Policy Include protections for the natural environment and adjacent uses in the Shoreline
SMP 5.1 Development Code, Point Wells Subarea Plan, Saltwater Park master planning
efforts, and other regulatory framework for development along the shoreline.

%02 ANITIYOHS | saldljod puesjeod | INVYHOYUd YILSVIN ANITIHOHS



<
<
(=]
o
w
=
-
w
(a4
o
T
wv

wn
=
=
©
o
o

=

(]
=

1]
(=)
o
=
<
o
O
o
=4
a
4
w
[
wv
<
=
L
=
-
w
o
o
I
wv

Kids playing on beach at Saltwater Park

Goal SMP 6

Conserve and protect the natural resources of the shoreline
including, but not limited to, scenic vistas, aesthetics, and
vital estuarine areas for fisheries, and wildlife protection
with a focus on planning for climate change resilience and
adaptation.

Policy Through the use of best available science, develop and implement siting criteria,

SMP 6.1 design standards, and best management practices that promote the long term
enhancement of unique shoreline features, natural resources, and fish and wildlife
habitat.

Goal SMP 7

Identify, preserve, protect, and restore shoreline areas,
buildings, and sites having historical, educational, scientific,
and/or cultural values, including important historic, cultural,
and environmental values to tribes.

Policy Educate citizens about historical, cultural, tribal, and scientific significance of
SMP 7.1 shoreline structures, amenities, and functions.




Goal SMP 8

Protect properties in the shoreline jurisdiction, including those
owned by the City of Shoreline and others, from losses and
damage created by flooding and landslides along the coast and
sea-level rise.

Policy Seek equitable regional solutions to flooding and landslide hazard problems

SMP 8.1 through coordinated planning with local, state, and federal agencies and
organizations, other appropriate interests, and the public.

Policy Increase resilience by planning for, mitigating and adapting to potentially altered

SMP 8.2 environmental conditions along the coastline resulting from climate change.

Policy Projected sea level rise should be considered in determining the shoreline buffer

SMP 8.3 areas or setbacks in which development is not permitted, and provide those
regulations be implemented for such policy.

Goal SMP 9

Increase shoreline resilience by improving water quality,
reducing the impacts of flooding events and restoring natural
areas, vegetation, and habitat functions.

Policy Seek funding for restoration projects within the shoreline jurisdiction.

SMP 9.1

Policy Require development proposals to address habitat restoration and water quality.
SMP 9.2

Policy Promote fish passage and nutrient transfer in discussions with other municipalities

SMP 9.3

that border the Puget Sound and BNSF railroad.
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