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GOALS AND POLICIES

Parks, Recreation,   
Open Spaces, and Art
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Parks, Recreation,   
Open Spaces, and Art

Introduction
This element describes the vision, goals, and policies that create a framework for 
future decisions for parks, recreation, open spaces, arts, and cultural services in 
Shoreline. 

More specific guidance is provided in the current version of the Parks, Recreation, 
Open Space, and Arts (PROSA) Plan. The PROSA Plan is the framework for strategic 
planning for the Parks Board and the Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services 
Department. In addition to the goals and policies included here, the PROSA Plan 
also delineates implementation strategies to establish a method for achieving 
the long-term vision for the City’s parks, recreation, cultural service facilities and 
programs.  The Vision Statement from the PROSA Plan is:

“Shoreline is a thriving, friendly city where people of all ages, 
cultures, and economic backgrounds love to live, work, and play, 
and most of all, call home.

Shoreline will continue to have the highest quality parks, 
recreation, cultural services, and public art that are equitably 
distributed; promote public health and safety; protect our 
natural environment; and enhance the quality of life of the whole 
community, supporting the fulfillment of the City’s Vison.”

A significant part of fostering connections to community is through 
recreation, access to nature, and cultural and artistic expression. Through 
all of these people develop deeper connections and understanding of 
themselves, their neighbors, and their place in the larger world. Ensuring 
equitable access to these places and programs for the people of 
Shoreline helps foster a unique and welcoming community.

This plan for the future of the City’s parks, open spaces, public art, 
recreation, and cultural services is to support the vision of the City of 
Shoreline (City) as a “Welcoming Place for All”. This Plan assesses 
current service levels, projected needs, and community feedback to 
create goals and strategies targeted at providing high quality, equitable 
services to all current and future residents.
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Goals And Policies

Goal PROSA 1

Preserve, enhance, maintain, and acquire built and natural 
resources to ensure equitable high-quality access for current 
and future residents.  

Policy

PROSA 1.1

Encourage restoration, protection, preservation, education, and stewardship of 
natural, cultural, art, and historical resources.  

Additional policies related to cultural and historic resources can be 
found in the Community Development Element Goal 3.

Policy

PROSA 1.2

Provide a variety of indoor and outdoor gathering places for recreational and 
cultural activities.  

Policy

PROSA 1.3

Plan for acquisition and development of land with defined metrics to meet the 
needs of the City of Shoreline’s growing and changing demographics.  

See Policy CF 2.1 Policy CF 2.1 on Level of Service (LOS) standards for parks. The city 
uses multiple target level of service (LOS) determination factors further 
described in chapter 5 of the PROSA plan, see Appendix H.4.

Kids exploring water
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Goal PROSA 1 Continued
Refer to the PROSA Plan in Appendix H.4 for more information on plans for future 
development of parks, and Map PROSA-1, from the PROSA Plan, which highlights 
target areas for future park development.

Policy

PROSA 1.4

Maintain environmentally sustainable resources that reduce waste, protect 
ecosystems, and address impacts of past practices.   

Additional policies related to reducing waste in city operations can be 
found in the Natural Environment Element Policy NE 2.2.

Policy

PROSA 1.5

Create efficiencies and reduce maintenance costs by using new technology, 
contracted services, and volunteers where appropriate.   

Policy

PROSA 1.6

Support a variety of multi-modal infrastructure options, such as trails, paths, 
and bikeways, that improve accessibility to resources in an equitable manner.   

Additional policies related to multi modal infrastructure can be found 
in the Transportation Element.
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Goal PROSA 2

Provide parks, recreation, cultural, and art services in an 
accessible and equitable manner based on community needs.    

Policy

PROSA 2.1

Provide and enhance recreational and cultural programs which are responsive to 
the City of Shoreline’s diverse needs.  

Policy

PROSA 2.2

Increase access to fee-based services by providing affordable programs and 
financial support.  

Policy

PROSA 2.3

Create culturally responsive and accessible programs that engage community and 
support active and healthy lifestyles.  

Policy

PROSA 2.4

Determine priority for resources and services by conducting regular needs 
assessments.  

Policy

PROSA 2.5

Adjust program and facility offerings to align with demographic trends, community 
feedback, and needs assessments.  

Goal PROSA 1 Continued
Policy

PROSA 1.7

Improve accessibility and usability of existing facilities.  

Policy

PROSA 1.8

Explore opportunities to increase use of City facilities to meet community needs.  

Policy

PROSA 1.9

Support climate change mitigation efforts and critical area conservation and city 
trees.   

Additional policies related to the City’s response to climate change and 
resilience can be found in the Natural Environment Element Goal 2. 
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Goal PROSA 3

Establish and strengthen partnerships with other entities and 
communities to maximize use of all resources.  

Policy

PROSA 3.1

Collaborate with and support public and private partners to strengthen community-
wide resources and programs.  

Policy

PROSA 3.2

Seek public and private partners in the planning, enhancement, and maintenance 
of resources and programs.  

Policy

PROSA 3.3

Develop and improve mechanisms for public outreach, communication, and 
coordination among all partners.

Policy

PROSA 3.4

Engage and partner with the business community to create public open space in 
private development.  

This PROSA policy supports the goals of the Economic Development 
Element to provide. 

Goal PROSA 4

Utilize an equity lens to engage communities in parks, 
recreation, and cultural services decisions and activities.  

See the Community Development Element for more related to equitable community 
engagement.

Policy

PROSA 4.1

Encourage consistent and effective public involvement in planning processes to 
engage underserved communities, as identified by program and population data 
and community needs assessments.   
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Goal PROSA 4 Continued
Policy

PROSA 4.2

Utilize effective communication strategies to inform residents of opportunities to 
participate in services, programs and policy decisions, and other activities.  

Policy

PROSA 4.3

Create volunteer and other opportunities to encourage resident involvement and 
participation.  

Goal PROSA 5

Expand and strengthen the City of Shoreline’s public art 
collections and programs.  

Policy

PROSA 5.1

Include public art in the City’s place-making efforts.  

See the Community Development Element for more related to 
Shoreline’s public art.

Policy

PROSA 5.2

Support and reflect the City’s commitment to anti-racism, equity, and inclusion 
through public art collections and programs.  

Policy

PROSA 5.3

Encourage public and private partnerships which integrate and support art in the 
community.  

Policy

PROSA 5.4

Support the City of Shoreline’s creative economy.   

More information about the Creative Economy can be found in the 
Economic Development Element Policy ED2.8.

Policy

PROSA 5.5

Integrate Public Art within Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services and the city.  
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