
Natural  
Environment

44

N
AT

U
R

A
L 

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
T 

  |
   

G
oa

ls
 a

nd
 P

ol
ic

ie
s 

  |
   

SH
O

R
EL

IN
E 

20
4

4

GOALS AND POLICIES

44



Natural  
Environment

Introduction
This element contains goals and policies necessary to support the City’s 
responsibility for protection of the natural environment. This element covers topics 
such as the protection and enhancement of critical areas, including water sources; 
clean air, and adapting to and planning for climate change.

In 2023, the Growth Management Act (GMA) passed House Bill 1181, which requires 
the incorporation of a new element into comprehensive [plans – a Climate Change 
and Resiliency Element. Shoreline is required to adopt this new element by 2029; 
however, many of the ideas and strategies that will be included in this new element 
are already incorporated into the Natural Environment Element as well as other 
elements of the Comprehensive Plan. The new Climate Change and Resiliency 
Element will strengthen and expand upon the sustainability and resiliency goals 
and policies set in this and other elements. 

The Natural Environment Element Supporting Analysis section of this Plan contains 
the background data and analysis that describe the natural environment of the city 
and provides the foundation for the following goals and policies.

The City of Shoreline exemplifies and encourages sustainable practices 
in our operations and in our community. With a commitment to make the 
city even better for future generations, Shoreline acts as a steward 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase tree canopy and access 
to green spaces, preserve and enhance habitat for fish and wildlife and 
become a more resilient community facing the climate crisis together. 
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Goals And Policies

Goal NE 1

Address the negative environmental impacts of past land use 
and transportation policies that prioritized auto-oriented 
development.

Policy NE 1.1 Reduce the amount of impervious and hardscape surfaces dedicated to motor 
vehicles including roadways and parking areas in order to minimize heat islands, 
lower greenhouse gas emissions, lessen the potential for flooding, and reduce 
pollution.

This effort will be supported by the Surface Water Master Plan which can 
be found on the City’s website

Policy NE 1.2 Advocate for expansion of mass transit and encourage car-sharing, cycling, 
and walking to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and as an alternative to 
dependence on automobiles.

See Transportation Policies T1-T12 on reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and climate resiliency in the transportation network.

Policy NE 1.3 Adopt policies, regulations, and processes related to new or existing fossil fuel 
facilities to protect public safety, protect natural ecosystems, and manage impacts 
on public services and infrastructure in emergency management, as well as to 
support resilience planning, capital investment prioritization, comprehensive 
environmental review, and reduced climate change impacts.

Policy NE 1.4 Implement an urban heat resilience strategy that includes land use, urban design, 
urban greening, and waste heat reduction actions. Encourage developments to 
incorporate designs that reduce urban heat through practices like green roofs, 
high-albedo materials, and tree preservation. 
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https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/surface-water-utility/get-involved/2017-master-plan-update


Goal NE 2

Lead by example and support efforts to protect and 
improve the natural environment, protect and preserve 
environmentally critical areas, promote environmental 
justice, increase community resilience, minimize pollution, and 
reduce waste of energy and materials.

Critical areas include geologically hazardous areas, fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas, wetlands and streams, and frequently flooded areas.

Policy NE 2.1 Promote infill and concurrent infrastructure improvements in areas that are 
already developed in order to preserve rural areas, open spaces, established trees, 
ecological functions, and agricultural lands in the region while also implementing 
strategies to minimize displacement of vulnerable residents and businesses.

See additional policies on mitigating displacement risk: Policy LU 3.3, 
Policy H 1.1, Policy ED 2.6.

Policy NE 2.2 Conduct all City operations to minimize adverse environmental impacts by 
reducing consumption and waste of energy and materials; minimizing use of toxic 
and polluting substances; reusing, reducing, and recycling; and disposing of all 
waste in a safe and responsible manner.

Policy NE 2.3 Provide development standards that minimize environmental impacts.

Policy NE 2.4 Continue to identify and map the location of all critical areas and buffers located 
within Shoreline. If there is a conflict between the mapped location and field 
information collected during project review, field information that is verified by the 
City shall govern.

Children Playing at 
Richmond Beach 
Park
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Goal NE 2 Continued
Policy NE 2.5 Environmentally critical areas may be designated as open space and should be 

conserved and protected from loss or degradation.

Policy NE 2.6 Use the best available science when establishing and implementing environmental 
standards.

Policy NE 2.7 Encourage the transition to a sustainable energy future by reducing demand 
through efficiency and conservation, supporting the development of energy 
management technology, and meeting energy needs from sustainable sources.

Policy NE 2.8 Support and encourage the production and storage of clean renewable energy.

Policy NE 2.9 Take early action to eliminate or control non-native invasive species, especially 
where invasives threaten native species or ecosystem function or take advantage 
of climate change.

Policy NE 2.10 Establish policy decisions and priorities considering long-term impacts on natural 
and human environments.

Policy NE 2.11 Apply adaptive management techniques and clearly communicate findings 
to the Shoreline community. Use analytical and monitoring tools with performance 
targets to evaluate investments.

Adaptive management techniques are centered around making 
informed decisions based on best available science and the subject-
specific data collected. This involves close monitoring, data collection, 
and analysis to evaluate potential outcomes, and re-evaluate and 
adjusting planning decisions and actions taken based on the findings.

Policy NE 2.12 Create incentives to encourage enhancement and restoration of ecosystems and 
wildlife habitat on both public and private property through new and existing 
programs.

Policy NE 2.13 Minimize clearing and grading if development is allowed in an environmentally 
critical area or critical area buffer.
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Goal NE 3

Protect, enhance, and restore native wildlife habitat to 
sufficient size and levels of biodiversity to support those native 
fish and wildlife populations which have co-evolved with these 
habitats and rely on them for food, shelter, and a place to raise 
young.   

Policy NE 3.1 Participate in state and regional environmental efforts to preserve habitat and 
ecosystem functions for salmon, species of local importance, and other threatened 
and endangered species, including species protection efforts and ensuring that new 

development and mitigation projects support the State’s streamflow restoration 
law.

Washington’s Streamflow Restoration Act can be found in RCW 90.94.

Policy NE 3.2 Coordinate programs to protect and restore habitat and habitat connectivity in 
order to protect species under stress from climate change. Prioritize efforts that 
will result in the greatest ecological benefit.

Policy NE 3.3 Identify and protect wildlife corridors prior to, during, and after land development 
through public education, incentives, regulation, and code enforcement.

Policy NE 3.4 Work with volunteers, state and federal agencies, and tribes to identify, prioritize, 
and eliminate physical barriers and other impediments to anadromous fish 
spawning and rearing habitat.

Policy NE 3.5 Restore the structure and function of streams, floodplains, and buffer zones to 
improve the resilience of streams, reduce flood risk, and increase habitat climate 
resilience for cold-water fish.

Policy NE 3.6 Preserve critical wildlife habitat for priority species, including those identified 
priority habitats by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, through 
regulation, acquisition, incentives, and other techniques.
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Goal NE 4

Protect clean air and the climate for present and future 
generations through significant reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions to support the Paris Climate Action targets, 
the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement, the Growth 
Management Act (as updated by House Bill 1181), King County 
environmental targets, and City of Shoreline Resolution 494.

Shoreline’s Resolution 494, adopted in 2022, declared a climate emergency and directs the 
City to take accelerated and comprehensive action to address the climate crisis.

Policy NE 4.1 Develop and implement policies and programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
from climate change, increase ecosystem health and carbon sequestration, and 
increase community resilience and preparedness.

Policy NE 4.2 Support federal, state, regional, and local policies intended to protect clean air in 
Shoreline and the Puget Sound area.

Policy NE 4.3 Reduce the amount of air-borne particulates through continuation and possible 
expansion of the street-sweeping program, dust abatement on construction sites, 
tree preservation, education to reduce burning of solid and yard waste, and other 
methods that address particulate sources.

Policy NE 4.4 Reduce and mitigate impacts to vulnerable populations and areas that have been 
disproportionately affected by climate change, noise, light, air pollution, or other 
environmental impacts

Policy NE 4.5 Protect and restore natural resources that sequester and store carbon such as 
forests, farmland, wetlands, estuaries, and urban tree canopy.
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Goal NE 5

Preserve, protect, and restore wetlands, aquifers, shorelines, 
estuaries, and streams for wildlife, appropriate human use 
for all residents, and the restoration or maintenance of 
hydrological and ecological processes.

Policy NE 5.1 Identify and prioritize potential stream enhancement projects through surface 
water planning and related public participation processes. Enhancement efforts 
may include daylighting of streams that have been diverted into underground 
pipes or culverts, removal of anadromous fish barriers, or other options to restore 
aquatic environments to a natural state.

Policy NE 5.2 Manage water resources sustainably in the face of climate change through 
smart irrigation, stormwater management, preventative maintenance, water 
conservation and wastewater reuse, plant selection, and landscape management.

Policy NE 5.3 Seek to minimize risks to people and properties in geological and flood hazard 
areas through regulatory standards, holistic management, technology, data, and 
education.  

Policy NE 5.4 Create a plan for tsunamis and tsunami-related impacts.

Echo Lake Park
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Goal NE 5 Continued
Policy NE 5.5 Prioritize the resolution of flooding problems based on public safety risk, property 

damage, and flooding frequency, ensuring that problems are resolved equitably 
across the city.

Equitably resolving flooding problems throughout the City include 
addressing physical impacts citywide while prioritizing actions based on 
historical inequities in how past problems were resolved.

Policy NE 5.6 Mitigate sea level rise impacts by siting and planning for relocation of hazardous 
industries and essential public services away from the 500- year floodplain.

Policy NE 5.7 Seek to protect critical aquifer recharge areas through regulatory standards.

View from Richmond Beach
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Goal NE 6

Empower individuals, businesses, and community 
organizations through education and outreach to increase 
understanding, stewardship, and protection of the natural 
environment.

Policy NE 6.1 Protect and enhance the environment using integrated and interdisciplinary 
approaches to environmental assessment and planning in coordination with other 
governmental agencies, adjacent communities, Tribes, non-profit organizations, and 
other interested parties.

Policy NE 6.2 Protect, enhance, and restore ecosystems in order to meet tribal treaty rights 
and conserve culturally important consumptive and non-consumptive resources 
including foods, medicinal plants, and materials that could be adversely impacted 
by climate change.

Policy NE 6.3 Educate the public on best management practices, including the importance of 
reducing toxic pesticide and chemical fertilizer use, and promote alternatives that 
minimize risks to human health and the environment. 

Policy NE 6.4 Establish a comprehensive community resilience program, including evacuation 
plans and outreach materials, resilience hubs to support residents and distribute 
resources, and a notification alerts system to reduce the risk exposure to wildfire 
smoke and particulate matter.

Policy NE 6.5 Promote public education and encourage preparation in areas that are potentially 
susceptible to geological and flood hazards.

Policy NE 6.6 Inform landowners about site development, drainage, and yard maintenance 
practices that affect slope stability and water quality
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Goal NE 7

Maintain and increase the urban tree canopy to provide 
wildlife habitat, support community resilience, mitigate urban 
heat, manage stormwater, conserve energy, protect and 
improve mental and physical health, and strengthen economic 
prosperity. Prioritize areas of low tree canopy coverage where 
Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color communities; low-
income populations; and other frontline community members 
live, work, and play.

Policy NE 7.1 Minimize the removal of healthy trees, encourage planting of native and low-
maintenance species, and work with partners to support long-term restoration and 
carbon sequestration.

Policy NE 7.2 Update urban forestry planning resources to be resilient to climate change.

Shoreline’s Urban Forest Strategic Plan can be found on the City’s 
website.

Policy NE 7.3 Prioritize funding for frontline communities that are hurt first and worst by climate 
change.

Policy NE 7.4 Regularly review the tree code through the lenses of property rights, climate 
change resilience and adaptation, and equity. 

Policy NE 7.5 Develop educational materials, incentives, policies, and regulations to conserve 
native vegetation on public and private land for wildlife habitat, erosion control, and 
human enjoyment. Establish regulations to protect mature trees and other native 
vegetation from the adverse impacts of development.

Policy NE 7.6 Consider establishing protective regulations for exceptionally large native trees.

Bikers on the Interurban Trail
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Goal NE 8

Support the need for all residents of the region, regardless of 
race, social, or economic status, to have clean air, clean water, 
and other elements of a healthy environment.

Policy NE 8.1 Provide additional public access to Shoreline’s natural features, including the Puget 
Sound shoreline.

Policy NE 8.2 Develop and maintain local government staff members’ technical expertise 
and skills related to climate change and environmental justice to improve 
communitywide policy implementation, equity, and resilience.

Policy NE 8.3 Encourage local food production, distribution, and choice through the support of 

community gardens, farmers markets, and other initiatives.

More information about Shoreline’s Farmer’s Market can be found on 
the Market’s website.

Goal NE 9

Protect and restore watershed-scale processes to maximize 
the ecological benefits and climate resilience of riparian 
ecosystems.

Policy NE 9.1 Mitigate drainage, erosion, siltation, and landslide impacts, while encouraging 
native vegetation and preservation of established trees.

Policy NE 9.2 Conserve and protect groundwater resources.

Policy NE 9.3 Designate, protect, and enhance significant open spaces, natural resources, 
established trees, and critical areas through mechanisms, such as the review and 
comment of countywide planning policies and local plans and provisions.
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Goal NE 10

Identify and address the impacts of climate change on the 
region’s hydrological systems in collaboration with regional 
partners.

Policy NE 10.1 Advance state, regional, and local actions that support resilience and adaptation 
to climate change by identifying and addressing the impacts of climate change and 
natural hazards on water, land, infrastructure, health, and the economy. Prioritize 
actions that protect the most vulnerable populations and increase environmental 
justice.

Policy NE 10.2 Support basin stewardship programs and collaborate with the other agencies, 
organizations, and the general public to prevent adverse surface water impacts 
and to identify opportunities for habitat and watershed improvements.

Policy NE 10.3 Support multijurisdictional approaches for funding and monitoring water quality, 
quantity, biological conditions, and outcome measures and for improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of monitoring efforts.

Goal NE 9 Continued
Policy NE 9.4 Protect and restore wetlands and corridors between wetlands to foster resilience 

to climate impacts in each drainage basin, prioritizing the restoration of existing 
degraded wetlands and striving for no net loss of wetland functions and values.
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Goal NE 11

Plan for development patterns and green infrastructure 
solutions that minimize greenhouse gas emissions to 
reduce climate-altering pollution and increase resilience 
of communities to climate change impacts. Prioritize 
neighborhoods with historical underinvestment in green 
infrastructure.

Policy NE 11.1 Remove regulatory barriers and create incentives to retrofit existing buildings, 
provide ongoing maintenance, encourage the use of building methods documented 
to be sustainable, and use low greenhouse gas producing materials that may reduce 
impacts on the natural environment and reduce building energy use.

Policy NE 11.2 Preserve environmental quality by taking into account the land’s suitability for 
development and directing intense development away from critical areas and/or 
promoting the use of environmentally sensitive development practices and best 
available science.

Policy NE 11.3 Advise public and private projects to incorporate locally appropriate, low-impact 
development approaches developed using a watershed planning framework for 
managing stormwater, protecting water quality, minimizing flooding and erosion, 
preserving established trees, protecting habitat, and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Policy NE 11.4 Design infrastructure that mimics natural ecological processes into projects. 
Continue to require that natural and on-site solutions, such as stormwater 
infiltration and rain gardens, be proven infeasible before considering engineered 
solutions, such as detention.
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