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Updates to Shoreline Municipal Code 20.50.620 ORIGINAL 

use eftt'le teRaRt fascia or a maximum of 500 square 
feet, whichever is less. 

_Maximum Structure Height Not limited. Projecting, awning, canopy, and marquee 
signs (above awnings) shall clear sidewalk by nine feet 
and not project beyond the awning extension or eight 
feet, whichever is less. These signs may project into 
public rights-of-way, subject to City approval. 

Projecting Signs Maximum of one projecting sign Qer QUblic entrance. 
Maximum size is 4' bll 3' or 15% of the business's 
maximum sign co12ll area, whichever is smaller. 

Number Permitted The maximum sign per business may be 
distributed into multiple wall. projecting, awning, 
cano12ll or marquee signs; provided, that the aggregate 
sign area is equal to or less than the maximum allowed 
sign Signs must be 12laced on the buildihg 
elevation used to calculate their maximum sign co12ll 
area. 

Ma11iR'll:IR'I ef eRe 19FejeetiAg sigR 19eF teAaAt, J!eF f.aseia. 
Ma11iFAwFA sigA aFea e(pFejeetiRg·sigA st'lall Aet e11eeee 
1Q peFeeAt ef teAaAt's allettee "'«all sigA aFea. 

Sign Design Individual business building-mounted signs do not need 
to meet the Shoreline Place Design Guidelines for color 
or font. 

Illumination Permitted. 

GRA-UNDER-AWNING SIGNS 

Maximum Sign Copy Area Twelve square feet which does not count against the 

maximum sign co12ll area 12er business . 

Minimum Clearance from Grade Eight feet. 

Maximum Structure Height Not to extend above or beyond awning, canopy, or 
other overhanging feature of a building under which the 
sign is suspended. Signs may project into the public 
right-of-way subject to City approval. 

Number Permitted One per entrance. 

Sign Design Jndividual business under-awning signs do not need to 
meet the Shoreline Place Design Guidelines for color or 
font. 

Illumination External only. 

9. Window Signs. Window signs are permitted to occupy maximum 25 percent of the total 
window area. Window signs are exempt from permit if nonilluminated and do not require a permit 
under the building code. 

10. A-Frame Signs. A-frame, or sandwich board, signs are exempt from permit but subject to 
the following standards: 
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11. 

a. Maximum tw&one signs per lnisinessresidential building; 

b. M1:1st contain tRe l:Jusiness's name ane mMay not be located on the City right-of-way ffi-
an·; of tRe CRA lif.estyle frontages; 

c. Cannot be located within the required clearance for sidewalks and internal walkways as 
defined for the specific street classification or internal circulation requirements; 

d. Shall not be placed in landscaping, within two feet of the street curb where there is on-
street parking, public walkways, or crosswalk ramps; 

e. Maximum two feet wide and three feet tall, not to exceed six square feet in area; 

f. No lighting of signs is permitted; 

g. All signs shall be removed from display when the business closes each day; and 

h. A-frame/sandwich board signs are not considered structures. 

Retail Leasing Signs. Signs are exempt from permit but subject to the following standards: 

a. Maximum one sign per public street frontage per parcel; 

b. May not be located on the City right-of-way; 

c. Cannot be located within the required clearance for sidewalks and internal walkways as 
defined for the specific street classification or internal circulation requirements: 

d. Shall not be placed within two feet of the street curb where there is on-street parking, 
public walkways, or crosswalk ramps; 

e. Maximum sign area of eight feet wide and four feet tall plus 5upport posts, total height 
not to exceed eight feet; 

f. No lighting of signs is permitted; 

12. Binding Site Plans. Signage allowances shall be calculated for the Binding Site Plan as 
a whole without regard to interior lot lines as it is considered to function as one site. 

F. Prohibited Signs. 

1. Spinning devices; flashing lights; searchlights; or reader board signs. Traditional barber pole 
signs allowed. 

2. Portable signs, except A-frame signs as allowed by subsection {I) of this section. 

3. Outdoor off-premises advertising signs {billboards). 

4. Signs mounted on the roof or projecting .above the parapet of the building wall on which it js 
mounted. 
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5. Inflatables. 

6. Signs mounted on vehicles. 

G. Nonconforming Signs. 

1. No business may be listed on a pylon, monument, or wayfinding sign until any existing non­
conforming freestanding sign listing that business is removed or brought into compliance with the 
requirements of this code. All pylon signs in the CRA lifest•tle centerShoreline Place existing a-ton 
August 10, 2015 the tiR'le of adoption of this seetion are considered nonconforming and shall be 
removed by September 1, 2017. The City reserves the right to assess the property owner up to 
$100.00 per day for failure to remove or bring into compliance such nonconforming signs-a!r­
indicatee. 

2. Nonconforming signs shall not be altered in size, shape, height, location, or structural 
components without being brought to compliance with the requirements of this code. Repair and 
maintenance are allowable, but may require a sign permit if structural components require repair or 
replacement. 

3. Eleetronic changing FAessage (EMC} or reader boards FAa't' not be installee in CMisting, 
nonconforFAing signs witho1:1t bringing the sign into coR'lpliance with tl:le req1:1ireFAents of this code. 

H. Temporary Signs. 

1. General Requirements. Certain temporary signs not exempted by SMC 20.50.610 shall be 
allowable under the conditions listed below. All signs shall be non illuminated. Any of the signs or 
objects included in this section are illegal if they are not securely attached, create a traffic hazard, 
or are not maintained in good condition. No temporary signs shall be posted or placed upon public 
property unless explicitly allowed or approved by the City through the applicable right-of-way 
permit. Except as otherwise described under this section, no permit is necessary for allowed 
temporary signs. 

2. Temporary On-Premises Business Signs. Temporary banners are perFAitted to anno1:1nee 
sales or special e'Jents s1:1cl=I as grand openings, or prior to tl:te installation of perR'lanent b1:1siness 
signs. S1:1eh teA'lf.lOFaF't' e1:1siness signs. _shall: 

a. Be limited to one sign for businesses under 10,000 sf, and two signs for businesses larger 
than 10,000 sf b1:1t smaller tl=lan 40,000 sf, ane tl:lree signs fer e1:1sinesses larger than 40,000 sf; 

b. Be limited to 32 -±GG-square feet in area; 

c. Not be displayed for a period to exceed a total of 60 calendar days effective from the 
date of installation and not more than ~two such 60-day periods are allowed in any 12-
month period; and 

d. 8e reA'lo'1eel iR'lmeeiatelv 1:1pol'I cench:Jsion of the sale, event or Installation of tf:le 
permanent e1:1siness signage. 

3. Construction Signs. Banner or rigid signs (such as plywood or plastic) for buildings which are 
under construction. ielentifying the architects, engineers, contractors or ether ineli•,id1:1als or firms 
involved with tl=le constr1:1ction of a Blc:lileling or ann01:1ncing p1:1rpose f.er 'Nhich tl:1e e1:1ilding is 
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intenelee. Total signage area fer eotl=t new constFl:lction ane remoeeling shall be a maximum of 32 
square feet. Signs shall be installed only upon City approval of the development permit, new 

construction or tenant improvement permit and shall be removed within seven days of final 
inspection or expiration of the building permit. 

4. Feather flags and pennants displayed for no more than 14 days prior and 2 days after 
community events wl'len 1:Jsee to ae .. ·ertise Cit·1 si;,onsoree or CRA lifest•tle center comm1:Jnit·1 
e>Jents. 

5. Pole banner signs that are changed semi-annually and mounted on privately owned light 

poles only ieentify tl'le CRA lifest·1le center. 

6. Temporary signs not allowed under this section and which are not explicitly prohibited may 
be considered for approval under a temporary use permit under SMC 20.30.295 or as part of 

administrative design review for a comprehensive signage plan for the site. 

I. l!MeFflpt Signs. Tl'le fellowing are e><em13t froffl tl:Je 13re>Jisions ef tl:lis cl:la13ter, C)(Cef)t tl:lat all 
e><emf)t signs Ffll:JSt con:i13l•1 witl:l SMC 20.SO.S40(A), Sigl'lt Distance, and SMC 20.50.340(8), Pri>Jate Signs 
on City Rigl:lt of 1Na·1: 

1. Misteric site markers or plaq1:Jes anel gravestones. 

2. Signs req1:Jireel ey law, incl1:1eling e1:1t not limitee to: 

a. Official er legal Aetices iss1:1eel ane posted by any f':11:Jblic agenot or co1:1rt; or 

b. Traffic eirectional er warning signs. 

3. Plaq1:1es, taelets or inscri13tions ineicating tl:le name of a building, eate of ereetion, or otl:ler 
cornrneFRorative infern:iation, wl:licl:J are an integral 13art of tl'le euilding stri,icture er are attact:iee 

flat to tl:le face of tl'le l:n:1ileing, net ill1:1minated, afla eo not e*ceee ffH:lr sei1:1are feet in surface area. 

4. lncielental signs, '#Rici:! sl:lalf net e><ceed t'.._.o sei1:1are feet in s1:1rface area; f)rovielee, tl:lat saie 
size limitation st:iall net ai:i13ly te signs 13re•;ieiRg elirections, warnings oF inforn:iatioR wl:len 
estaelisl'leel ane maintaineel by a 131:1elic ageney. 

S. State or t=eeeral flags. 

6. Religiol:ls symbels. 

7. Tf:le flag of a commercial institl:ltion, 13rovideel no more tl:Jan one flag is i:ierFRittee per 
b1:1siness; anel f1:1rtl'ler 13rovieeel, Hie flag Elees net e><ceeel 20 SEjl:lare feet in s1:1rface area. 

8. Neigl:lborl'looel ieleRtifisation signs witl:i ai;,13roveel placeFRent aREl design by tl:ie City. 

9. ~leigl:Jborl:JooEl and bl:lsiness blocl( watct:i signs "'1itl:l a13pre\'eel plaeernent of stanElardizee 
signs aCE!l:lirea tl:irol:lgl'l tl:ie City of Sl'lorellne Police Department. 

10. Plaei1:1es, signs or markers for laRelrnark tree elesignation witl:J ai:ipro\'ed i:ilacernent ana 
elesign 8•1 tl'le City. 

Ordinance 897 Page 10/11 



Ordinance No. 897 - Exhibit A 
Updates to Shoreline Municipal Code 20.50.620 ORIGINAL 
11. Real estate signs not eMceeding 24 sei1:1are feet and se·.•en feet in Rejgf:lt, not on City rigl:it of 
wa't'. A single fiMed sign may ee located on tl=te raropert~· to ee sold, reF1ted or leaseel, ant:! sl=tall ee 
remoi.ret:l witRiR seven t:la't's from tl:ie comraletion oftt:ie sale, lease or rental traRsaction. 

12. City sraonsorea or comm1:1nity wit:le e'i'ent signs. 

B. ParlEs signs coF1str1:1cted in comraliaFJce 'Nitl:i tl'le raarks sigR t:lesign g1:1it:leliRes ant:! iRstallatioR 
t:letails as approved B'/ the IJarl<s 8oart:l a Rel the Director. Deraart1:1res from tt"'lese ara13r0Yed 
guidelines may be Fe'i'ieweel as eleff1art1:1res thro1:1gl:I tl:ie aelministrative elesign rei.rie•A' ff1Focess a Rd 
ma·,. req1:1ire a sign ff1ermit for installation. 

1'1. Garage sale sigRs not eMceeeliRg fe1:1r sei1:1are feet 13er sign face anel not ael\•ertising for a 
ff1erioel longer tl'laR 48 ho1:1rs. 

lS. Cit'j' land 1:1se p1:1blic RotificatioR signs. 

16. MeA1:1 signs 1:1ses onl•1 iR c0Aj1:1nction witlil elrive tl'lro1:.1gl'l wiRelows, ane wl:licl=t contain a 
f'!Fice list of items for sale at tl'lat dri·,·e tl'iro1:1gl'l estaelisl:iment. MeR1:1 signs canRet ee 1:1ses to 
aelvertise tAe e1:1siness to ff1assersey; text anel loges m1::1st ee ef a size tl.:iat can oRly ee read B't' elri»·e 
tl'lro1:1gl'i c1:1stomers. A b1::1ileliRg perR=tit may ee reei1::1ireel fer meR1::1 signs baseel on tl:ie size ef tl'le 
str1::1ct1:1re f'IFOposes. 

17. Camfflaign signs tl:iat com131·,. witl:I size, location and el1::1ration limits ff1ro'l'ielee in Sl:loreline 
Administrative R1::1les. 
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