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13.10.110 Utility created. c SHARE 

A. There is hereby created and established the surface water utility of the Gity-City of Shoreline under 

which the provisions of this chapter shall be carried out. 

B. The_ director Director is authorized to administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this 

chapter. The director Director may establish inspection programs to ensure compliance with the 

requirements of this chapter and the Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit (Phase 

II Permit). [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.120 Revenue and expenditures. C SHARE 

A. Fees, discounts and rebates associated with surface water management are set forth in the surface 

water management fee schedule in Chapter 3.01 SMC. All fees collected pursuant to this chapter shall be 

credited and deposited in the surface water utility enterprise fund pursuant to SMC 3.35.080. 

B. Fees deposited in the surface water enterprise fund shall be expended for: 

1. Administering, operating, maintaining, or improving the surface water system, including all or any 

part of the cost of planning, designing, acquiring, constructing, repairing, replacing, improving, 

regulating, educating the public, or operating drainage and stormwater facilities owned by the .Q.Gity; 

2. Paying or securing the payment of all or any portion of any debt issued for such purposethe 

purposes set forth in SMC 13.10.120(8)(1) and the related reserve and coverage requirements; 

3. Providing a rebate for previous developed properties for the construction of approved Low impact 

development best management practices including rain gardens. native vegetation or conservation 

landscaping, or-pervious asphalt pavement or porous concrete. of at least 400 square feet seGured 

by--a---property co'lenant for repayment of the rebate if tho impro'loment is discontinued within 10 

years of payment. 

C. Fees shall not be transferred to any other funds of the Gity-City except to pay for expenses attributable 

to the surface water system. [Ord. 659 § 1, 2013; Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.200 Adoption of Stormwater Management Manual. C SHARE 

A. The Gity-City adopts by reference the most recent 'JOrsion of the-Stormwater Management Manual for 

Western Washington published by Washington State Department of Ecology. henceforth referred to as 

"Stormwater Manual." ,. The- effective version shall be the most recent version -asthat has been 

approved for City use by the dDirector. t;ier=ieefeFtt;i referred teas ''Stermv,ialer Mar=i1t:1al ." All new 

development. redevelopment. and other activities which have the potential to impact surface water and 

6 



Ord. No. 768 - Exhibit A 

ORIGINAL 
stormwater shall comply with the standards set forth in the current effective _version of the following 

unless specifically exempted by the Stormwater Manual: 

1. Stormwater Manual; 

2. Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit, issued by the Washington 

Department of Ecology; and 

3. City of Shoreline £engineering Qaevelopment Mmanuatgl:HGe. 

B. Low Impact Development. Low impact development techniques shall be employed wherever feasible, 

reasonable and appropriate before conventional on site detention and infiltration methods are considered 

consistent with the requirements of the Stormwater Manual. When low impact development techniques 

are employed, the design ...... -anG-construction. and ongoing maintenance shall be consistent with the 

Stormwater Manual and the most recent 'IOrsion of Low Impact Development, Technical Guidance for: 

Puget Sound (Puget Sound Action Team and Washington State University, Pierce County Extension), or 

consistent with techniques approved by the public works director.Director 

Low impact development principles shall also be employed wherever feasible in planning. site layout. and 

implementation of development and redevelopment projects. Low impact development principles include 

management strategies that emphasize conservation, use of on-site natural features, and site planning to 

minimize impervious surfaces, native vegetation loss. and stormwater runoff. 

C. Emerging Technologies. 

1. The use of emerging technologies is encouraged. Examples of emerging technologies include 

media filters, catch basin inserts, and engineered erosion control products, and low impact 

Ele¥0~ent techniques. 

2. The Washington State Department of Ecology's Technology Assessment Protocol (TAPE) or 

Chemical Technology Assessment Protocol (CTAPE) should be consulted by project proponents to 

determine which emerging technologies may be appropriate for use on their project site. 

3. The public 'Norks Qairector has the authority to review and approve the use of emerging 

technologies. 

D. Deviations to the standards may be requested pursuant to SMC 20.30.290. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 

2009] 
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13.10.225 Minimum requirements. C SHARE 

The requirements of this chapter are minimum requirements. They do not replace, repeal or supersede 

more stringent requirements, rules, regulations, covenants, standards, or restrictions. Where this chapter 

imposes requirements which are more protective of human health or the environment than those set forth 

elsewhere, the provisions of this chapter shall prevail. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.230 Special drainage areas. C SHARE 

A. The public works directorThe Director may designate "special drainage areas" where it has determined 

that the existing flooding, drainage, and/or erosion conditions present a threat of harm to the welfare or 

safety of the surrounding community. 

B. Activities in special drainage areas shall meet additional drainage requirements that are outlined in the 

engineering development ~manual. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.235 Construction Inspections. C SHARE 

A. All development and redevelopment that could impact surface water may be§ subject to inspection to 

assure consistency with the provisions of this chapter. 

B. Work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the Qdirector and such work shall 

remain accessible and exposed for inspection until approved. The .Q.city shall not be liable for expenses 

for the removal or replacement of any material required to allow inspection. 

C. The standards of this code shall be enforced regardless of an inspection and approval of work. 

D. Reports of approved inspection agencies may be accepted. 

E. The permit holder shall notify the .Q.city when work is ready for inspection. The planning and 

development services Qdirector, upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and either 

approve that the portion of the work inspected or notify the permit holder of any portions of work that fail 

to comply with this code. Any portions that do not comply shall be corrected and shall not be covered until 

authorized by the Qeirector. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.240 Record drawings and certifications. C SHARE 

A. Before final approval of an engineered surface water drainage facility, the owner shall provide a record 

drawing that delineates the as-built conditions. The planning and de'lelepmont services Qdirector-_shall 

review and approve record drawings prior to final approval of the facility. Record drawings shall be 

prepared in accordance with the engineering development manual~ and shall be stamped by a civil 

engineer. 
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B. The record drawings shall include a certification that all facilities function in accordance with the plans, 

specifications, hydraulic computations, and design volumes shown on the approved plans or as approved 

by the Ddirector. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.245 Operation and maintenance. C SHARE 

A. Pursuant to the Stormwater Manual, the owner shall prepare an operation and maintenance plan for 

the constructed surface water drainage facilities. This plan is subject to review and approval by the 

plaAAing and de•1elopmeflt-services diFeStefDirector. 

B. When required, the planning anG-Directordevelopment ser\'icos director _§Shall prepare a declaration of 

covenant for signature by the owner. A covenant is required for all permanent stormwater facilities 

installed pursuant to the Stormwater Manual. 

C. The oWAeF-owner. at their own expense. shall record the approved operation and maintenance plan 

and the associated declaration of covenant with King County recorder's office and provide a copy of the 

recorded document to the planning and development seF\'icespublic •Norks Ddirector. 

D. The dedication of surface water facilities located within the public right-of-way shall comply with SMC 

20.70.060 and 20.70.070140. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

13.10.320 Prohibited discharges. C SHARE 

A. Any discharge into a municipal separate stormwatefstorm sewerwatef system (MS4) or water§. of the 

state that is not composed entirely of stormwater. either directly or via an illicit connectioni that is not 

composed entirely of stormwater is considered an illicit discharge and is prohibited; provided, that the 

following discharges are not prohibited: 

1. Discharges made pursuant to the Phase II Permit or other current permit issued or approved by 

the Department of Ecology. 

2. Discharges resulting from activities undertaken to avoid or lessen an imminent threat to public 

health or safety. Such public health or safety activities should minimize prohibited discharges to the 

maximum extent practicable. The .Qcity shall be notified of the occurrence within 24 hours. 

3. Discharges not considered a significant source of_contamination, as determined by the~ 

works diroetorDirector, including: 

a. Spring water; 

b. Diverted stream flows; 
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c. Uncontaminated water from crawl space pumps, foundation drains, or footing drains; 

d. Lawn watering or other activities using collected rainwater; 

e. Pumped groundwater flows that are uncontaminated; 

f. Materials placed as part of an approved restoration project; 

g. Natural uncontaminated surface water or groundwater; 

h. Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; 

i. Uncontaminated groundwater that seeps into or otherwise enters surface and groundwaters; 

j. Air conditioning condensation . 

4"~ Discharges where no additional pollutants are being discharged from the site above the 

background conditions of the water entering the site; provided, that any prohibited discharges 

through illicit connections, dumping, spills, improper maintenance of surface water facilities, or 

other discharges that allow pollutants to enter surface water or ground water in violation of state 

water quality standards is considered a violation. 

B. Prohibited discharges include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1 . Domestic or sanitary sewage; 

2. Trash or debris; 

3. Construction materials; 

4. Steam cleaning wastes; 

5. Pressure washing wastes; 

6. Heated water; 

7. Animal carcasses; 

8. Domestic animal wastes; 

9. Food wastes; 

10 



Ord. No. 768 - Exhibit A 

10. Yard wastes; 

11. Silt, sediment, or gravel; 

12. Petroleum products, including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil, and heating oil; 

13. Soaps, detergents, or ammonia; 

14. Chlorinated spa or swimming pool water; 

15. Antifreeze and other automotive products; 

16. Metals in excess of naturally occurring amounts, in either particulate or dissolved form; 

17. Degreasers and/or solvents; 

18. Commercial and household cleaning products; 

19. Drain cleaners; 

20. Chemicals not normally found in uncontaminated water; 

21. Flammable or explosive materials; 

22. Acids, alkalis, or bases; 

23. Painting products; 

24. Pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers; 

25. Dyes, with the following exception: Dye testing is allowable but requires verbal notification to 

the Qsity at least one business day prior to the date of the test; and 

26. Any chemical or dangerous waste not listed above. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009} 

C. Conditionally allowable discharges, provided that the identified conditions are met: 

1. Discharges from potable water sources. including but not limited to water line flushing. 

hyperchlorinated water line flushing, fire hydrant system flushing, and pipeline 

hydrostatic test water. Planned discharges shall be dechlorinated to a total residual 

chlorine concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted, if necessary, and 
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volumetrically and velocity controlled to prevent re-suspension of sediments in the 

MS4. 

2. Discharges from lawn watering and other irrigation runoff. These discharges shall be 

minimized by property owners. 

3. Dechlorinated swimming pool. spa and hot tub discharges. The discharges shall be 

dechlorinated to a total residual chlorine concentration of 0.1 ppm or less. pH­

adjusted and reoxygenized if necessary, volumetrically and velocity controlled to 

prevent re-suspension of sediments in the MS4. Discharges shall be thermally 

controlled to prevent an increase in temperature of the receiving water. Swimming 

pool cleaning wastewater and filter backwash shall not be discharged to the MS4. 

4. Street and sidewalk wash water. water used to control dust. and routine external 

building washdown that does not use detergents. The-tAe-amount of street and 

sidewalk wash. building wash, and dust control water used shall be minimized. 

5. Other non-stormwater discharges. The discharges shall be in compliance with the 

requirements of a pollution prevention plan reviewed by the City. which addresses 

control of such discharges. 

13.10.330 General requirements. O SHARE 

A. Requirement to Implement Best Management Practices. 

1. Best management practices as specified in VoluFAe II (Construction Storm'.+.•ater Pollution 

Pfevention), VoluFAe IV (Source Control BMPs) and Volume V (Runoff Treatment BMPs) of the 

Stormwater Manual shall be applied to any activity that might result in a prohibited discharge. 

Activities that might-may result in prohibited discharges include, but are not limited to, the following: 

a. Land disturbing activity; 

b. Potable water line flushing; 

c. Lawn watering with potable water; 

d. Dust control with nonpotable water; 

e. Vehicle and boat washing; 
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f. Pavement and building washing; 

g. Swimming pool and hot tub maintenance; 

h. Auto repair and maintenance; 

i. Building repair maintenance; 

j. Landscape maintenance; 

k. Dangerous waste handling; 

I. Solid and food waste handling; and 

m. Pesticide application. 

2. The owner or operator of a residential. commercial or industrial establishment shall provide, at 

their own expense, reasonable protection from accidental discharge of prohibited materials or other 

wastes into the stormwater drainage system or waters of the state through the use of structural and 

nonstructural BMPs as defined in the Stormwater Manual. The director Director may require any 

person responsible for a property or premises which is, or may be, the source of an illicit discharge 

to implement, at their own expense, additional structural and nonstructural BMPs to prevent the 

further discharge of pollutants to the stormwater drainage system. 

8. Watercourse Protection. Any person owning property through which surface water or waters of the 

state passes shall keep and maintain that part of the watercourse within the property free of any activities 

or items that would pollute or contaminate the flow of water through the watercourse. 

C. Notification· of Spills. Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for 

a facility or operation has information of any known or suspected illegal discharge into the surface water, 

stormwater drainage system or water of the state, said person shall take all necessary steps to ensure 

the discovery, containment, and cleanup of such release. In the event of a release of hazardous 

materials, said person shall immediately notify emergency response agencies of the occurrence via 

emergency dispatch services. In the event of a release of nonhazardous materials, said person shall 

notify the .Q.city no later than the next business day. If the discharge of prohibited materials emanates 

from a commercial or industrial establishment, the owner or operator shall also retain an on-site written 

record of the discharge and the actions taken to prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be retained for 

at least three years after the date of the spill. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 
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D. Declaration of Emergency. The Dire.ctor shall make determination of emergency as defined in this 

chapter and authorize representatives of the utility or enforcement offcers to take necessary abatement 

action during an emergency situation. to conduct inspections. take remedial action. or ta carry out other 

duties imposed or required by this code subject to the provisions of this Chapter 

13.10.340 Inspections and investigations and ill icit discharges. C SHARE 

A. The director Director is authorized to establish inspection programs. Inspection programs may include: 

routine inspections; random inspections; inspections based upon complaints or other notice of possible 

violations; inspection of drainage basins or areas identified as higher than typical sources of sediment or 

other pollutant or pollutants; inspections of businesses or industries of a type associated with higher than 

usual discharges of pollutant or pollutants; and joint inspections with other agencies inspecting under 

environmental or safety laws. Inspections may include, but are not limited to: reviewing maintenance and 

repair records; sampling discharges, surface water, groundwater, and material or water in drainage 

control facilities; screening for or tracking illicit discharges or illicit connections; and evaluating the 

condition of drainage control facilities and other BMPs, including those located an private property. 

B. _Property owners shall allow accessi with reasonable notice from the City. to all parts of the premises 

for the purpose of inspection, sampling, examination, abatement. and copying of records that must be 

kept under the conditions of an NPDES permit to discharge stormwater, and the performance of any 

additional duties as defined by state and federal law. In an event of emergency. reasonable notice is not 

required. 

C. The director Director shall have the right ta set up necessary equipment ta conduct monitoring or 

sampling of discharge from starmwater facilities. 

D. The dff:estof...Director has the right ta require the property owner ta install starmwater facility monitoring 

equipment as necessary. Sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all times in a safe 

and proper operating condition at the property owner's expense. All devices used ta measure starmwater 

flaw and water quality shall be calibrated ta ensure their accuracy. 

E. Any temporary or permanent obstruction ta the facility ta be inspected and/or sampled shall be 

promptly removed by the property owner at the written or oral request of the 9ireGtoi:Director. Such 

obstructions shall not be replaced. The casts of clearing removing obstructions shall be barn by the 

property owner. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 
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13.10.400 Violations. c SHARE 

Any activity or action caused or permitted to exist in violation of this chapter is a threat to public health, 

safety, and welfare, and is declared and deemed a public nuisance. Such violations are subject to 

enforcement under SMC 20.30.720 through 20.30.790. [Ord. 531 § 2 (Exh. 2), 2009] 

A. Imminent Nuisance and Summary Abatement . If a violation exists, the City may summarily and 

without prior notice abate the condition. Notice of such abatement. including the reason 

for the abatement. shall be given to the person responsible for the property and the 

violation as soon as reasonably possible after the abatement. The Director shall make the 

determination of a condition. substance. act or other occurrence constituting an imminent 

nuisance requiring summary abatement. Costs. both direct and indirect. of the abatement 

may be assessed as provided under SMC 20.30.720 through 20.30.790.:. 
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Chapter 13.12 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

Sections: 
13.12.100 General. 
13.12.105 Definitions. 
13.12.200 Floodplain administrator. 
13.12.300 Regulatory data. 
13.12.400 General development standards. 
13.12.500 Structure protection standards. 
13.12.600 Habitat protection standards. 
13.12.700 Permits. 
13.12.800 Administration. 

13.12.400 General development standards. 
A. Subdivisions. This section applies to all subdivision proposals, short subdivisions, short plats, planned 
developments, and new manufactured housing parks, as well as expansions to manufactured housing 
parks. 

1. All proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage. 

2. The proposed subdivision should have one or more new lots in the regulatory floodplain set aside 
for open space use through deed restriction, easement, subdivision covenant, or donation to a public 
agency. 

3. In the regulatory floodplain outside the protected area, zoning must maintain a low density of 
floodplain development: The density of the development in the portion of the development outside 
the regulatory floodplain may be increased to compensate for land in the regulatory floodplain 
preserved as open space in accordance with SMC 20. 70.150(A). 

4. If a parcel has a buildable site outside the regulatory floodplain, the parcel shall not be subdivided 
to create a new lot, tract, or parcel that does not have a buildable site outside the regulatory 
floodplain. This provision does not apply to lots set aside from development and preserved as open 
space. 

5. All proposals shall have utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems, 
located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage. 

6. All proposals shall ensure that all subdivisions have at least one access road connected to land 
outside the regulatory floodplain with the surface of the road at or above the FPE wherever possible. 

7. All proposals shall have adequate drainage provided to avoid exposure to water damage and to 
reduce exposure to flood damage. 

8. The final recorded subdivision plat shall include a notice that part of the property is in the SFHA, 
riparian habitat zone, and/or channel migration area, as appropriate. 

B. Site Design. 

1. Structures and other development shall be located to avoid flood damage. 

a. If a lot has a buildable site out of the regulatory floodplain, whenever possible all new 
structures shall be located in that area. 
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b. If a lot does not have a buildable site out of the regulatory floodplain, all new structures, 
pavement, and other development must be sited in the location that has the least impact on 
habitat by locating the structures as far from the water body as possible, or by placing the 
structures on the highest land on the lot. 

c. All new structures shall be set back at least 15 feet from the protected area. 

2. All new development shall be designed and located in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of SMC Chapters 13.10 and to minimize the impact on flood flows, flood storage, 
water quality, and habitat. 

a. Stormwater and drainage features shall incorporate low impact development techniques, if 
technically feasible, that mimic predevelopment hydrologic conditions, such as stormwater 
infiltration, rain gardens, grass swales, filter strips, disconnected impervious areas, permeable 
pavement, and vegetative roof systems. 

b. If the proposed project will create new impervious surfaces so that more than 10 percent of 
the portion of the lot in the regulatory floodplain is covered by impervious surface, the applicant 
shall demonstrate that there will be no net increase in the rate and volume of the stormwater 
surface runoff that leaves the site or that the adverse impact is mitigated, as provided by SMC 
13.12.600(F) and (G). 


