










































































SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 9.08.060

the roads program will work cooperatively with the Surface Water Management
Program to improve regional surface and storm water management serivces as new
information is available from basin planes and other sources. The percentage of
impervious surface coverage for county roads and state highways sghall be
calculated by dividing average width of roadway and shoulder by the average width
of the right of way. The service charge shall be calculated in accordance with
RCW 9.03.525.

K. Service charge revenues. It is the finding of the county that
comprehensive management of surface and setorm water runoff must include
anticipation of future growth and development in the design and improvement of
the surface and storm water management system. Service charge revenue needs
shall be based upon the present and future reguirements of the surface and storm
water management system, and these needs shall be considered when determining the
rates and charges of the program.

L. Bagin plans. It is the finding of the county that basin plans are
essential to establishing a comprehensive approach to a capital improvement
program, maintenance of facilities and regulation of new developments. A plan
should analyze the measures needed to control surface and storm water runoff
which results from existing and anticipated development within the basin. The
measures investigated to control runoff should include land use regulation such
as setback requirements or community plan revisions which . revise land use
densities as well as the use of drainage facilities. A plan also should
recommend the quantity and water quality runoff control measures required to
further the purposes set forth in K.C.C. 9.08.040, and community goals. The
institutional requirements and regulations, including but not limited to land use
management, funding needs, and incentives for preserving the natural surface
water drainage system should be identified in the plan. The proposed ordinances
and regulations necessary to implement the plan shall be transmitted to the
council simultaneously with the plan.

M. Service area. It is the finding of the county that areas now requiring
urban services, areas designated to receive urban services or areas exhibiting
development related surface and storm water problems require comprehensive
management of surface and storm water. The council finds that the service area
set forth in K.C.C. 9.08.050 B. consists of the drainage basins or sub-basins in
which a significant area exhibits development related surface and storm water
problems or a significant area has been designated by the King County
comprehensive plan, its supplements and revisions and community and middle plans,
as specified in K.C.C. chapter 20.12 for urban development or development
densities requiring urban services, or designated as transitional areas.

N. Need for mitigation. It is the finding of the county that additional
surface and storm water runoff problems may be caused by new land use development
if not properly mitigated both through protection of natural systems and through
constructed improvements. The Surface Water Design Manual, K.C.C. 9.04 and the
Sensitive Areas Ordinance 9614 have been adopted by King County to mitigate the
impact of new land use development. Further mitigation of these impacts is based
on expertise which continues to evolve as new information on our natural systems
is obtained and new techniques are discovered. The Surface Water Management
Program, through reconnaissance studies, basin plans, and other special studies,
will continuously provide valuable information on the existing problems and areas
of the natural drainage system that need special protection. The county is
researching and developing methods to protect the natural drainage system through
zoning, buffering, and setbacks to alleviate existing problems. Setback and
buffering measures allow natural preservation of wetlands and stream corridors
to occur, alleviate erosion and water pollution and provide a safe environment

287-24 (Kina Countv 9-93)



9.08.060 - 9.08.070 SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT

for the small mammals and fish which inhabit sensitive areas. Based upon the
above findings, and as information and methods become available, the executive,
as appropriate shall draft and submit to the council, regulations and development
standards to allow protection of the surface and storm water management system
including natural drainage systems.

O. Financial management operating policy. The program will maintain long
term fiscal viability and fund solvency for all of its related funds. aAll
required capital and operating expenditures will be covered by service charges
and other revenues generated or garnered by the program. The program will pay
all current operating expenses from current revenues and will maintain an
operating reserve to minimize service impacts due to revenue or expenditure
variances from plan during a fiscal year. This reserve will be calculated based
on the historic variability of revenue and expeditures. The program will adopt
a strategic financial planning approach which recognizes the dynamic nature of
the program‘’s fiscal operating environment. Long term projections will be
updated in the program’s adopted strategic plan. One-time revenues will be
dedicated to ocne~time-only expenditures and will not be used to support ongoing
raequirements. The program‘’s approach to financial reporting and disclosure will
be comprehensive, open, and accessible.

P, Financial management capital policy. The program shall prepare an
annual, multi-year Capital Improvement Program which encompasses all of the
program’s activities related to the acquisition, construction, replacement, or
renovation of capital facilities or equipment. All proposed new facilities will
be subject to a consistent and rigorous needs analysis. The program‘’s capital
facilities will be planned and financed to ensure that the benefits of the
facilities and the costs for them are balanced over time.

Q. Financial management debt policy. The program will manage its debt to
ensure continued high credit quality, access to credit markets, and financial
flexibility. All of the program’s debt management activities will be conducted
to maintain at least the current credit ratings assigned to the county’s debt by
the major credit rating agencies and to maintain an adequate debt service
coverage ratio. Long term debt will not be used to support operating expenses.
The program will develop and maintain a central system for all debt-related
records which will include all official statements, bid documents, ordinances
indentures, leases, etc., for all of the program’s debt and will accurately
account for all interested earnings in debt-related funds. These records will
be designed to ensure that the program is in compliance with all debt covenants
and with state and Federal laws. (Ord. 11015 § 4, 1993: oOrd. 10187 § 6, 1991:

Ord. 7817 § 2, 1986: Ord. 7590 § 7, 1986).

9.08.070 Rate Structure. A. The service charges shall be based on the
relative contribution of increased surface and storm water runoff from a given
parcel to the surface and storm water management system. The percentage of
impervious surfaces on the parcel and the total parcel acreage will be used to
indicate the relative contribution of increased surface and storm water runoff
from the parcel to the surface and storm water management system. The relative
contribution of increased surface and storm water runoff from each parcel will
determine that parcel’s share of the service charge revenue needs. The service
charge revenue needs of the program are based upon all or any part, as determined
by the council, of the cost of surface and storm water management services or to
pay or secure the payment of all or any portion of any issue of general
obligation or revenue bonds issued for such purpose.

B. The surface water management division shall determine the service charge
for each parcel within the service area by the following methodology:
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SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 9.08.070 - 9.08.080

Residential and very lightly developed non-residential parcels shall receive a
flat rate service charge for the reasons set forth in K.C.C. 9.08.060. Light to
very heavily developed parcels shall be classified into the appropriate rate
category by their percentage of impervious surface coverage. Land use codes
and/or data collected from parcel investigations will be used to determine each
parcel‘’s percentage of impervious surface coverage. After a parcel has been
assigned to the appropriate rate category, the service charge for the parcel will
be calculated by multiplying the total acreage of the parcel times the rate for
that category.

C. Effective January 1, 1992, there is hereby imposed upon all developed
properties in the service area annual service charges as followss:

SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT SERVICE CHARGES

- Class Impervious Surface % Rate
Residential NA $ 85,02 /parcel/year
Very Light 0 to < 10% 85.02/parcel /year
Light >10% to £ 20% 198.40/acre/year
Moderate >20% to < 45% 410.98/acre/year
Moderately Heavy >45% to < 65% 793.60/acre/year -
Heavy >65% to £ 85% 1,006.16/acre/year
Very Heavy : >85% to < 100% 1,317.94/acre/year
County Roads NA Set in accordance with

RCW 90.03.525 '
State Highways NA Set in accordance with

RCW 90.03.525

The minimum service charge in any class shall be $85.02/parcel/year. Mobile home
parks‘’ maximum annual service charges in any class shall be $85.02 times the
number of mobile home epaces.

D. The county council will review the surface water maanagement service
charges annually to ensure the long term fiscal viability of the program and to
guarantee that debt covenants are met. The program will use equitable and
efficient methods to determine service charges.

E. When a parcel with impervious surface is divided by the boundary of the
service area and a portion of the parcel’s impervious surface drains into the
service area, the parcel shall be charged as otherwise provided herein on the
basis of the lands and impervious surfaces which drain into the service area.
When the director has determined that the impervious surface of a parcel, divided
by the boundary of the service area, completely drains outside of the service
area, the parcel will be exempt from the rates and charges of this chapter.

F. The Ring County council by ordinance may supplement or alter charges
within epecific basins and sub-basins of the service area so as to charge
properties or parcels of one basin or sub-basin for improvements, studies, or
maintenance which the council deems to provide service or benefit the property
owners of one or more basin(g) or sub-basin(s). (Ord. 11015 § 5, 1993: oOrd.
10187 § 7, 1991: ord. 8626 § 3, 1988: oOrd. 8373 § 2, 1988: ord. 7817 § 2,
1986: oOrd. 7590 § 8, 1986).

9.08.080 Rate Adjustments and Appeals. A. BAny person billed for service
charges may file a "Request for Rate Adjustment"” with the surface water
management division within three years of the date from which the bill was sent.
However, filing of such a request does not extend the period for payment of the
charge.
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9.08.080 SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT

B. Requests for rate adjustment may be granted or approved by the director
only when one of the following conditions exista:

1. The parcel is owned and is the personal residence of a person or
persons determined by the county assessor as qualified for a low income senior
citizen property tax exemption authorized under RCW 84.36.381; parcels qualifying
hereunder shall be exempt from all charges imposed in K.C.C. 9.08.070;

2. The acreage of the parcel charged is in error;

3. The parcel is non-residential and the actual impervious surface
coverage of the parcel charged places-it in a different rate category than the
rate category assigned by the division;

4. The parcel is non-residential and the parcel meets the definition of
open space in section 9.08.010 of this chapter. Parcels gqualifying hereunder
will be charged only for the area of impervious surface and at the rate which the

parcel is classified under using the total parcel acreage;
S. The parcel is served by one or more retention/detention facilities

required pursuant to the provisions of K.C.C. 9.04, or can be demonstrated by the
property owner to provide detention/retention of surface and storm water to the
standards set forth in K.C.C. 9.04, and is maintained at the expense of the
parcel owner to the standards required by the department of public works.
Non-residential parcels except in the light category qualifying hereunder shall
be charged at the rate of one lower rate category than it is classified by its
percentage of impervious surface coverage. Non-residential parcels in the light
rate category qualifying hereunder ehall be charged at the rate of
§85.02/acre/year. Residential parcels and parcels in the very light category
qualifying hereunder shall be charged $42.51/parcel/year;

6. The parcel is owned or leased by a public school district which
provides activities which directly benefit the Surface Water Management Program.
The activities may include: curriculum specific to the issues and problems of
surface and storm water management, and student activities in the community to
expose students to the efforts required to restore, monitor or enhance -the
surface and storm water management system. Pursuant to RCW 36.89.085, the amount
of the rate adjustment shall be determined by the director based upon the cost
of the activities to the school district but not to exceed the value of the
activity to the Surface Water Management Program. Determination of which
activities qualify for the surface water management service charge reduction will
be made by the surface water management division. Reductions in surface water
management service charges will only be granted to school districts which provide
programs that have been evaluated by the surface water management division. The
rate adjustment for the school district activity may be applied to any parcel in

the service area which is owned or operated by the school district; or
7. The service charge bill was otherwise not calculated in accordance

with the terms of this chapter.
C. The property owner shall have the burden of proving that the rate

‘adjustment sought should be granted.

D. Decisions on requests for rate adjustments shall be made by the director
based on information submitted by the applicant and by the division within thirty
days of the adjustment request except when additional information is needed. The
applicant shall be notified in writing of the director’s decision. If an
adjustment is granted which reduces the charge for the current year or two prior
years, the applicant shall be refunded the amount overpaid in the current and two
prior years.

E. If the director finds that a service charge bill has been undercharged,
then either an amended bill shall be issued which reflects the increase in the
service charge or the undercharged amount will be added to the next year’s bill.
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SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 9.08.080 - 9.08.090
This amended bill shall be due and payable under the provisions set forth in
K.C.C. 9.08.100. The director may include in the bill the amount undercharged
for two previous billing years in addition to the current bill.

F. Decisions of the director on requests for rate adjustments shall be
final unless within thirty days of the date the decision was mailed, the
applicant submits in writing to the director a notice of appeal setting forth a
brief statement of the grounds for appeal and requesting a hearing before the
King County zoning and subdivision examiner. The examiner’s decision shall be
a final decision pursuant to the provisions of K.C.C. 20.24.080. (Ord. 11015 §
6, 1993: oOrd. 10187 § 8, 1991: Ord. 7817 § 2, 1986: Ord. 7590 § 9, 1986).

9.08.085 Petition for additional services. King County residents inside or
outside the existing Surface Water Management service area may petition the King
County council for establishment of an independent fee for additional services
not currently provided by Surface Water Management to them. Sixty percent (60%)
of the residents of the proposed special service area may petition the council
for the additional service and charge. The purpose of the petition process and
additional charge is to: 1) provide additional services to residents within the
existing service area; 2) provide additional services to residents outside the
service area; or 3) expand the service area to include the area within the
petition.

The exacutive shall develop a process for creating special service areas and
the criteria for acceptance of the special service areas by June 1992. The
executive should use the process outlined in Exhibit B as a guide for developing
the petition process and the criteria for acceptance of the special service

areags. (Ord. 10187 § 13, 1991).

9.08.090 Billing Procedure. A. All property subject to charges of the
program shall be billed based on the property characteristics existing on
November 1, of the year prior to the billing year and at the rate as set forth
in K.C.C. 9.08.070. Billing year is the year that the bills are sent. The
service charge shall be displayed and billed on the annual property tax statement
for the parcel and shall be mailed to the name and address shown on the real
property tax roll at the time annual property tax bills are prepared. Parcels
which are exempt from property taxes and do not receive an annual property tax
statement will receive a bill only for the service charge. If a payment less
than the sum of the total property tax plus service charge or less than the sum
of one-half of the property tax plus one-half of the service charge is received
for a combined property tax and service charge, and the parcel owner has not
otherwise specified, the director of the office of finance shall first apply the
payment to the annual property tax of the parcel pursuant to the provisions of
RCW 84.56 and then apply any remaining amount to the service charge.

B. The total amount of the service charge shall be due and payable to the
director of the office of finance on or before the 30th day of April and shall
be delinquent after that date; however, if one-half of such service charge is
paid on or before the said 30th day of April, the remainder shall be due and
payable on or before the 31st day of October and shall be delinquent after that
date.

C. Parcel characteristics affecting the service charge which are altered
after November 1 of any year shall not be a basis for calculation of the service
charge until after December 31 of the following year.

EXCEPTION: Adjustments to the annual service charge may be made when
property is incorporated or annexed by another jurisdiction. The service charge
for the billing year during which incorporation or annexation occurs may:
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9.08.090 - 9.08.110 SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT

1. Be subject to a proration formula included in an interlocal agreement
between the county and the incorporating or annexing jurisdiction; or

2. If the incorporation or annexation interlocal agreement does not
address the surface water management charge, then incorporated or annexed
properties will be subject to a surface water management charge of one-quarter
of the annual service charge for each quarter of the billing year during which
the property was in unincorporated King County for one or more days. For
purposes of determining this modified service charge, the billing quarters will
be for January 1 through March 31; April 1 through June 30; July 1 through

September 30; and October 1 through December 31.
3. The debt service portion of the service charge will not be prorated.

(Ord. 11015 § 7, 1993: oOrd. 10187 § 9, 1991: oOrd. 8626 § 1, 1588: oOrd. 7817
§ 2, 1986: Ord. 7590 § 12, 1986).

9.08.100 Delinguencies and Foreclosures. A. Delinquent service charges
shall bear interest as provided in RCW 36.89.090, 36.89.092 and 35.67.200 at the
rate of 12 percent per annum, or such rate as may hereafter be authorized by law,
computed on a monthly basis from the date of delinquency until paid. Interest
shall be calculated at the rate in effect at the time of payment of the charges
regardless of when the charges were first delingquent.

B. The county shall have a lien for delinquent service charges, including
interest thereon, against any property subject to service charges. The lien
shall be superior to all other liens and encumbrances except general taxes and
local and special assessments. Such lien shall be effective and -shall be
enforced and foreclosed in .the same manner as provided for sewerage systems of
cities and towns by RCW 35.67.200 through 35.67.290; except that the service
charge lien shall be effective for a total not to exceed one year’s delinquent
service charges without the necessity of any writing or recording of the lien
with the county records and elections division, as provided for in RCW 36.89.093,
in lieu of the provisions provided for in RCW 35.67.210. In accordance with RCW
36.89.094, the county may commence to foreclose a surface water management
service charge lien after three yeare from the date surface water management
charges become delinquent, in lieu of the provisions provided for in RCW
35.67.230. (Oord. 8373 § 1, 1988: Ord. 7817 § 2, 1986: Ord. 7590 § 13, 1986).

9.08.110 Surface Water Management Fund. All gervice charges shall be
deposited in the Surface Water Management Fund in the office of finance which
fund is hereby created to be used only for the purpose of paying all or any part
of the cost and expense of providing surface water management services, or to pay
or secure the payment of all or any portion of any issue of general obligation
or revenue bond issued for such purpose. Monies in said fund not needed for
immediate expenditure shall be invested for the benefit of the Surface Water
Management Fund pursuant to the first paragraph of RCW 36.29.020 and such
procedures and limitations contained in county ordinance, provided, that
sufficient funds shall be transferred no later than the end of the fiscal year
in which they were first appropriated for capital projects appropriated in the
Surface and Storm Water Management. Construction Fund beginning in fiscal year
1988. The program‘s funds balances and other financial resources will be
invested conservatively to match strong security of principal with market rates
of return. For investment purposes the director of the department of public
works is hereby designated the fund manager. (Ord. 10187 § 10, 1991: oOrd. 7817

§ 2, 1986: oOrd. 7590 § 14, 1986).

(King County 9-93) 352-29



SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 9.08.120 ~ 9.08.140

9,08.120 Administrative Procedures. Pursuant to K.C.C. 2.98 the director
shall develop administrative procedures relating to the implementation of this
chapter and the imposition and collection of service charges including but not
limited to procedures for the filing of liens and initiation of foreclosure on
delinquent accounts and the collection of the debt service portion of the service
charge in areas that annex or incorporate. (Ord. 11015 § 8, 1993: Ord. 10187
§ 11, 1991: oOrd. 7817 § 2, 1986: Ord. 7590 § 15, 1986).

9.08.125 Report of revenue and expenditure analysis. The Surface Water
Management Program shall report to the council every three years regarding the
results of a revenue and expenditure analysis for capital improvement projaects
for each subarea within the service area to determine the relationship between
expenditures and revenues generated in each subarea. The program shall identify
areas where additional expenditures are required and how the program expects to

address any differences. (Ord. 10187 § 12, 1991).

9.08.140 Severability. If any provision of this chapter, or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and
the application of the provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be
affected. (Ord. 7817 § 2, 1986: Ord. 7590 § 17, 1986).



