
ORIGINAL 
RESOLUTION NO. 494 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF SHORELINE, 
WASHINGTON DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND 
DIRECTING THE CITY TO TAKE ACCELERATED AND 
COMPREHENSIVE ACTION TO ADDRESS THE CLIMATE CRISIS. 

WHEREAS, climate change is an urgent unfolding crisis that presents a serious threat to 
the survival of human, animal, and plant communities and ecosystems around the world, including 
the City of Shoreline; and 

WHEREAS, in 2022, the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
issued its Sixth Assessment Report on climate change building on previous special reports and 
these special reports denote the need to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, total and per 
capita, by approximately 45 percent from 2010 levels by 2030, achieve 'net-zero' emissions by 
2050, and achieve and maintain net-negative emissions after that to hold atmospheric warming to 
1.5° C so as to avoid the most catastrophic effects of climate change; and 

WHEREAS, global temperatures have increased approximately 1.1 ° C above late 19th 
century levels, demonstrating that climate change is causing damage to ecosystems and 
communities both locally and globally as demonstrated by increased and intensifying wildfires, 
floods, rising seas, diseases, homelessness, species extinctions, food and potable water shortages, 
droughts, and extreme weather; and 

WHEREAS, if unchecked, climate change will bring increasingly drastic declines to the 
health and prosperity of future generations, particularly for the most vulnerable communities; and 

WHEREAS, the longer a delay taking definitive action to reduce carbon pollution, the 
greater the threat posed by climate change to current and future generations and the more costly it 
will be to protect and maintain the community from the effects of climate change; and 

WHEREAS, the City adopted its first Climate Action Plan in 2013 and since that time has 
endeavored to reduce both community-wide and municipal greenhouse gas emissions; and 

WHEREAS, with the passage of Resolution No. 449 on April 6, 2020, the City adopted 
the 2019 version of the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration (K4C) Joint Commitments and 
continues to work collaboratively with regional partners to advance shared actions to reduce 
emissions and increase resilience to climate impacts; and 

WHEREAS, On October 18, 2021, the City Council authorized the City Manager to 
execute the necessary paperwork for the City to join the Cities Race to Zero/ICLEil 50 campaign 
and, committed to updated science-based emissions reduction targets representing Shoreline's fair 
share of the emissions reductions needed to limit global warming to 1.5° C; and 
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WHEREAS, an inventory of 2019 greenhouse gas emissions for Shoreline and its 

municipal operations demonstrates Shoreline is not on track to meet the Cities Race to 
Zero/ICLEil 50 targets, with the largest emissions sources being transportation fuel use and fossil 
fuel-based building heating systems; and 

WHEREAS, the City's Comprehensive Plan includes Goal NEV. "Protect clean air and 
the climate for present and future generations through significant reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions, to support Paris Climate Accord targets of limiting global warming to less than 1.5° C 
above pre-industrial levels;" and 

WHEREAS, efforts to mitigate climate change will have many "co-benefits," such as 
cleaner air and water, improved health, local employment, cost savings for households, businesses, 
and the City, and the creation of a stronger and more resilient community; and 

WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 467 in 2020, declaring the City's 
commitment to building an anti-racist community, and the City recognizes that vulnerable and 
marginalized communities have historically borne the brunt of long-standing environmental 
injustice, including fossil-fuel created degradation, and the City acknowledges that these 
communities must actively participate in the planning, decision making, and implementation of 
climate action and must benefit from a just transition to a sustainable and equitable economy; and 

WHEREAS, the City is currently updating its Climate Action Plan to identify the most 
impactful actions the City can implement to reduce emissions to meet the Cities Race to 
Zero/ICLEil 50 targets and to protect the Shoreline community from the impacts of climate 
change; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SHORELINE AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Declaration of Climate Emergency. The City Council of the City of Shoreline 
declares that a Climate Emergency threatens the health, safety, and welfare of human, animal, and 
plant communities within the City of Shoreline, the Puget Sound region, Washington State, the 
United States, and all nations. 

Section 2. City Department Directive. The City Council directs all City departments, 
boards, and commissions to identify and implement the strategies necessary to reach Shoreline's 
updated science-based emissions reductions targets and to protect Shoreline's community from the 
impacts of climate change in alignment with the Climate Action Plan update currently underway, 
including but not limited to: 

1. Transportation, Mobility and Connectivity: developing and enhancing 
infrastructure, programs, and land use patterns to reduce per capita vehicle miles 
traveled, accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles, and foster safe, multimodal, 
accessible, equitable, and clean motorized and non-motorized travel options; 

2. Building Energy: swiftly and equitably replacing carbon-intensive, fossil fuel­
based, heating sources and appliances with efficient, energy-saving systems 
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powered by clean, renewable electricity, increasing efficiency of new and existing 
buildings and increasing access to renewable energy; 

3. Ecosystems: protecting and restoring the health and functioning of local 
ecosystems by incorporating green infrastructure in community design, protecting 
all natural assets, including established trees, wetlands, waterways, soils, and other 
ecosystem elements, and actively restoring damaged ecosystems to maximize 
biodiversity, stormwater management, and carbon sequestration; 

4. Zero Waste: reducing per capita waste generation, promoting food waste recovery, 
and increasing reuse, recovery, and recycling to achieve zero waste of resources 
with economic value by 2030; and 

5. Resilience and Preparedness: incorporating climate resiliency measures where 
appropriate in all City plans and projects and providing community resources and 
programs to protect vulnerable populations from climate impacts. 

Section 3. Commitment to Resource Allocation. The City Council commits to allocate 
the necessary resources and directs City departments to update plans, codes, and policies as needed 
to align with the soon to be updated Climate Action Plan and the goal of net zero community-wide 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, including through city department planning, budgeting, 
procurement, and other activities. 

Section 4. Participation by All. The City Council urges and invites action from all levels 
of society and government to address the climate emergency, recognizing that the full 
participation, inclusion, support, and leadership of community organizations, faith communities, 
youth, labor organizations, academic institutions, indigenous groups, and racial, gender, family, 
immigrant and disability justice organizations and other allies are integral to the climate emergency 
response and mobilization efforts. The City Council commits to keeping the concerns of frontline 
and marginalized communities central to all Climate Action Plan implementation activities and to 
inviting and encouraging such communities to actively participate in the planning and 
implementation of all climate mobilization efforts. 

Section 6. Corrections by City Clerk. Upon approval of the City Attorney, the City 
Clerk is authorized to make necessary corrections to this Resolution, including the corrections of 
scrivener or clerical errors; references to other local, state, or federal laws, codes, rules, or 
regulations; or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering and references. 

Section 7. Severability. Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or 
phrase of this Resolution or its application to any person or situation be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 
this Resolution or its application to any person or situation. 

Section 8. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect and be m full force 
immediately upon passage by the City Council. 
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ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON AUGUST 15, 2022. 

Mayor Keith Scully 

ATTEST: 

~,.,~ \ ~~ 
Kendyl H'ardy 
Deputy City Clerk 
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