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City of Shoreline 
Stormwater System Self-Certification Checklist 
 

 
Stormwater System Self-Certification Program 

Property owners are responsible for ensuring that the stormwater systems installed on their property are 
maintained and functioning as designed. Inspections, maintenance, and reporting are required under Shoreline 
Municipal Code Chapter 13.10. Please complete and send in this checklist and required photos and/or invoices 
by October 1, 2026  

 
How to Complete the Self-Certification Checklist 

 
• Use the King County Maintenance Requirements (available online at shorelinewa.gov/selfcertprogram) 

for guidance on how to inspect and maintain all types of stormwater systems. Please reach out to City 
staff if you cannot access this document online.  

• Fill out the below inspection checklist(s) for the stormwater system(s) on your property. Most properties 
only have one or a few of the stormwater systems listed below.  

o Selecting ‘Good’ indicates the stormwater system meets the criteria standards (according to the 
King County Maintenance Requirements) and does not require maintenance.  

o Selecting 'Needs Work' indicates that maintenance is needed. Please maintain your stormwater 
facility or contact a qualified professional to complete the work. 

• If any of the stormwater systems require maintenance, complete the maintenance log at the end of this 
document. Note each stormwater system’s drainage facility number (shown on the property map provided 
to you, example: CB#1234).  

 
 

Be safe! Use caution when inspecting catch basins and manholes. Most inspections can be 
done from above ground. NEVER enter drains or manholes, or attempt repairs If confined 
space entry is needed, hire a qualified professional who is trained for this work. This guide 
helps you do simple visual checks of stormwater areas. It does not replace professional 
inspections. 

 
 
       WARNING - CONFINED SPACES CAN BE DEADLY 

Never enter any stormwater vault, tank, filter vault, or oil/water separator without certified 
confined-space training and safety equipment. Toxic gases, low oxygen, or hazardous chemicals 
can cause serious injury or death. Always hire trained, certified professionals for inspections or 
maintenance requiring confined-space entry. 
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Inspection Checklist 
 
Inspected by: ________________________________________________    Date: ______________________________ 
 
Address where stormwater system is located: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Owner/Managing Agent Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Catch Basins (Storm Drains) 
 

 Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Debris around grate?    

Filter torn or restricting flow?    

Trash, vegetation, or debris collecting in basin?    

Visible pollution, oil sheen, or other discoloration?    

Sediment more than 60 percent of catch or sump?    

Cracks, holes, or structural damage?    

Lid or grate not in place or damaged?    

 
Pervious Pavement 

 
Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Is the pavement surface intact (no slumping, cracking, or 
broken pavers)? 

   

Standing water present following rainfall?    

Trash or vegetative debris buildup (moss, etc.)?    

Sediment accumulation?    

 
Rain Garden / Bioretention 

 
Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Excessive vegetation or invasive species present?    

Excessive non-aquatic tree or sapling growth?    

Large areas of bare or eroded soils?    

Dead or damaged plants?    
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Ditches, Pipes, and Culverts 
 

Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Debris clogging pipe inlets or outlets?    

Sediment accumulation?    

Excessive bare or eroded soils?    

Trash or debris buildup?    

Vegetation slowing flow?    

 
Detention Tanks / Vaults 

 
Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Damage to tank or vault inlets or outlets?    

Floating debris accumulation?    

Sediment (dirt) accumulation?    

Filters covered in sediment?    

Vault cover or lid damaged or missing?    

 
Filter Vault 

 
Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Filters have more than one quarter inch of sediment on top?    

Sediment, trash, vegetation, or debris accumulation?    

Cracks, holes, or structural damage?    

 
Oil / Water Separator 

 
Inspection criteria Good Needs Work N/A 

Discharge water shows signs of oil or contaminants?    

Sediment accumulation of more than six inches?    

Accumulation of trash or debris?    

Thick oil layer (more than one inch) on surface of water in 
vault? 
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Maintenance Record 

Note the stormwater system drainage facility number and briefly describe the maintenance performed. Attach 
additional sheets if necessary. 

 
 

Drainage Facility No. Maintenance Performed 

Example: CB#1234 Removed sediment 
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Certification 

I, the undersigned, certify that the inspection has been performed and any necessary maintenance has been 
completed or scheduled to meet City of Shoreline standards. 

 

Owner/Manager Name: ________________________________ 

 

Owner/Manager Signature: _______________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

   
Return this self-certification checklist with required photos and/or invoices by email (preferred) or mail to Brett 
Massa at: 

• BMassa@ShorelineWA.gov  
• City of Shoreline, Attn: Brett Massa 

17500 Midvale Ave N 
Shoreline, WA 98133 

 
 

Emails with photos and other attachments larger than 20 MB will not be deliverable to the City. 
If your email is larger than 20 MB, please break up photos and attachments into multiple emails.  

mailto:BMassa@ShorelineWA.gov

