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PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

Through continued coordination with Sound Transit, additional 
site analysis, community input, and recommendations from the 
steering committee, a preferred alignment was selected for design 
development and environmental review. The preferred alignment 
map identifi es sections of shared-use paths that could be included 
with the Sound Transit improvements as either right of way 
roadway improvements, maintenance vehicle road construction 
or multimodal access connections to the 145th or 185th Street 
light rail stations. 

It is anticipated that the trail will be implemented in phases. 
Many shared-use path segments could be completed in the near 
future in conjunction with the light rail construction. The list below 
highlights how Sound Transit’s multimodal access improvements 
could eventually be strung together by the City to create the 
ultimate vision of the trail.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PREFERRED 

ALIGNMENT

The following list highlights the trail alignment changes from the 
feasibility analysis to the preferred alignment:

Sound Transit’s Non-Motorized Access Improvements

1. 5th Avenue NE from NE 145th Street to 145th Street

Light Rail Station. As part of the multi-modal access
improvements to the 145th Street light rail station, Sound
Transit is constructing a shared-use path along the western
side of 5th Avenue NE from 145th Street to the station.

2. 3rd Avenue NE from NE 152nd to NE 153rd Street. Currently,
the portion of 3rd Avenue NE between NE 152nd Street and
NE 153rd Street is un-opened right of way. In conjunction with
Sound Transit improvements, there is an opportunity to open
this portion of 3rd Avenue NE to pedestrian/bicycle travel.
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3. 1st Avenue NE from NE 159th Street to NE 161st

Street (Ridgecrest Park). Part of Sound Transit access
improvements is the construction of a shared use path along
1st Avenue NE right of way between NE 159th Street and NE
161st Street that will connect directly to Ridgecrest Park.

4. 1st Avenue NE from NE 170th Street to NE 174th Street.

A shared-use path will be included with Sound Transit 1st
Avenue NE roadway improvements for this section.

5. 5th Avenue from NE 180th Street to NE 185th Street.

Sound Transit will be reconstructing 5th Avenue NE to align
with the entrance to the 185th Street light rail station at the
intersection of NE 185th Street and 5th Avenue NE. Rather
than reconstructing this portion of 5th Avenue NE with
symmetrical sidewalks and bike lanes, the roadway design
incorporates a shared-use path along the western side of
the street from NE 180th Street to NE 185th Street.

6. Northern Multimodal Access to 185th Street Light Rail

Station. A shared-use path that parallels the northern service
access drive to the 185th Street light rail station could provide 
multimodal access to the station from NE 189th Street. The
City will continue to coordinate the design of the multimodal
access through this area with Sound Transit.

7. NE 195th Street End Improvements. Part of Sound Transit
roadway improvements to the end of NE 195th Street will be
the construction of a shared use path that connects to the
195th Street Pedestrian Bridge.

On-Street Connections 

At this time, Council has given no direction for property acquisition 
for the trail project, so the project team developed alternative 
routes to study interim connections between disconnected 
trail segments (rated moderate or diffi cult) until the full vision of 
the trail is achieved. As the study has advanced, the team has 
refi ned the set of alternative routes to not only create a near-term 
continuous pedestrian/bicycle route from the south to north end 
of the Trail, but also provide permanent pedestrian and bicycle 
connections to local destinations such as the Shoreline library, 
Ridgecrest business district, schools, and parks. The refi ned 
alternative routes are now more appropriately called “on-street 
connections”. The following list highlights the changes from the 
feasibility analysis to the preferred alignment: 

1. On-Street Connection at 3rd Avenue NE and NE 158th

Street may receive traffi c calming measures as part of the
alternative routing. NE 155th Street may receive a two-way
cycle track on the north side for connection to 3rd Avenue
NE.

2. 3rd Avenue NE from NE 165th Street to NE 170th Street

may receive traffi c calming measure along 3rd Avenue NE as
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part of an interim connection to Ridgecrest Park to the south 
and NE 170th Street to the north. In addition, pedestrian/
bicycle improvements along NE 165th Street would improve 
walking and bicycling connections between Ridgecrest Park 
and Ridgecrest Business District.

3. The On-Street Connection at NE 175th Street will be
incorporated with the 5th Avenue multimodal improvements.
This on-street connection provides access to the King
County Library.

4. NE 190th Street to the 195th Street Pedestrian Bridge. A
shared-use path could run along the perimeter of North City
Elementary School play fi elds and then run through to North
City Park and connect to 10th Avenue NE and continue
via an on-street connection to the 195th Street Pedestrian
Bridge.

TRAIL COSTS

The typical cost of trails can vary greatly depending on the 
complexity of the project. The Trail is approximately two and half 
miles in length and has an estimated cost range of $10 to $20 
million. There are several factors that will infl uence the overall cost 
of the project, which include:

• Topography. Steep slopes may require ramps, retaining walls,
and/or cut and fi ll material

• Stormwater collection, fl ow control, and conveyance

• Environmentally critical area mitigation

• Right of way acquisition and temporary construction
easements

• Street crossings: signals, Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons 
(RRFB), striping, and signage

In the near term, on-street connections, as discussed in the 
preferred alignment, offer a lower cost interim alternative to 
constructing difficult (and therefore higher cost) sections of the 
Trail while still providing a continuous pedestrian/bike route from 
the south to north end of the Trail. It is estimated the on-street 
connections may save up to $9 million.

The next phase of the project will refi ne the design to 30 percent 
and update the estimate of probable costs with the more defi ned 
scope of work.
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