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Site Plan 

Standards and Requirements 

Planning & Community Development 
17500 Midvale Ave N 
Shoreline, WA 98133 

206-801-2500 
pcd@shorelinewa.gov 

A site plan is a map of your property showing existing and proposed conditions. Site plans submitted as a part 

of your permit application package should meet the standards contained in this document. Your site plan 

should stand alone – staff should be able to understand the changes proposed to your site without you being 

there to explain it. 

Standards 
Unless otherwise noted, all site plans and drawing must be drawn and plotted to a standard engineering or 

architectural scale (e.g. 1” = 20’, ¼" = 1’, etc.). The sheet size, scale, north arrow and scale bar must be noted 

on the document. Information about the author must be noted. Plans labeled “not for construction” or “draft” will 

not be accepted. 

Drawings must be clear and information must be legible. The minimum font size is 10 pt. Pencil drawings and 

scanned photos are not acceptable drawings. The City cannot accept .zip files. 

If your plans are too busy or unreadable when showing all required content listed below, then they may be 

separated into various sheets (e.g., hardscaping plan, utility plan, etc.). However, staff may require you to 

show certain elements all on one plan sheet if they cannot determine code compliance with them separated. 

For example, tree protection measures should be shown on all plan sheets for staff to determine that no 

construction work will extend into these areas. 

Content 
 Name of the person or firm who prepared the drawing. 

 Property lines and their dimensions. 

 Sheet size, scale used, north arrow and graphic scale bar. 

 Location, identification and dimension of all proposed, existing, and demolished buildings. 

o Buildings should be labeled by their use (e.g., garage, dwelling, ADU, shed, etc.) 

o Any building projections such as bay windows, eaves, roof overhangs, covered patios and 

columns supporting such features must be shown. 

o Include dimensions showing how far the building is from the closest property line, measured at a 

right angle. Measure from the closest edge of the building to the property line – in some cases, 

this may be from the edge of the building eave. 

 Rockeries, retaining walls, fences and similar landscaping structures, labeled with their height. 

 Paved areas, patios, walkways and areas with pavers. 

 Building setbacks for front, side, and rear property lines which are on or adjacent to the property, 

including utility, drainage, access, open space. 

 Existing and proposed easements and utilities (sewer, water, electric, gas, communications, etc.) 

o Easements should include a call out to the King County record number.  

 Parking layout, including walkways. 

o The number and size of parking stalls can be found in SMC 20.50 Subchapter 6. 

 Hardscape area and building coverage calculations as a percentage of the site area and square feet for 

buildings and pavement. 

 Trees, their critical root zones, and tree protection measures. 

o Trees shown on your site plan much match those listed on your Tree Worksheet. 

o Critical root zones are the area, as defined by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), 

equal to one-foot radius from the base of the tree’s trunk for each one inch of the tree’s diameter 

at 4.5 feet above grade (referred to as diameter at breast height). 

https://ecode360.com/49768473
https://www.shorelinewa.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/3932/637852736756870000
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▪ Example: A 24-inch diameter tree would have a critical root zone radius (CRZ) of 24 

feet. The total protection zone, including trunk, would be 50 feet in diameter. 

o Tree protection measures, such as fencing, mulching, signs and any measures required by your 

project arborist must be shown on the site plan. If tree protection measures are to be phased to 

accommodate certain incursions, then phasing notes must be clear, or you must provide tree 

protection plans for each phase of work. 

 Environmentally critical areas and their buffers, if any exist on or near the site. 

 Elevation contours/topographic lines. 

o King County iMap and City of Shoreline’s online property map show estimates of this data if you 

do not have more accurate data. For some critical areas, a topographic survey may be required. 

o Show both existing and proposed contour lines when grade changes are proposed. 

 Grading and clearing work, including erosion control measures. 

o If grading or clearing work exceeds 2,000 square feet, then full Civil Engineering Plans. May be 

required for the site. Reach out to a Development Review Engineer if you aren’t sure. 

o Erosion control and other stormwater pollution prevention measures must match those specified 

in your Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

▪ For example, show the locations of stockpiles, straw wattles, construction entrances, etc. 

 Drainage facilities. 

o Downspouts, catch basins, flow control devices, infiltration facilities. 

 

Example 
The following example would suffice as a site plan for a Tree Removal Permit or Building Permit for a simple 

deck replacement. More complex projects would need to show a higher level of detail and may need to be 

prepared by a professional such as an engineer, architect or surveyor. 
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