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Residental Fences 

 

Planning & Community Development 
17500 Midvale Ave N 
Shoreline, WA 98133 

206-801-2500 
pcd@shorelinewa.gov 

Permit Requirements 
No permit is required, unless the fence is over seven feet high or the fence is located in an environmentally 

critical area, such as near a steep slope, stream, or wetland. 

Fence Location, Height, and Material  
Your fence can be built on the property line if is six feet high or less. If over six feet high, the fence needs to be 

set back from your property lines to the minimum “yard setbacks” for your zoning district. Typical minimum yard 

setbacks for neighborhood residential zones are as follows:   

• Front: 10 feet  

• Sides: 5 feet  

• Rear: 10 feet 

If you live on a street corner, you have two front (street) 

yard setbacks and two side yard setbacks. You don’t have 

a rear yard setback.  

We recommend your front yard fence be no more than 

three-and-half feet tall. This makes our neighborhoods 

friendly and safe by increasing visibility and reducing hiding 

places. 

Electric, razor wire, and barbed wire fences are prohibited. 

If your property is located outside of the neighborhood residential zones, different regulations for fence height 

and materials apply, please contact a planner. 

Sight Distance Triangles  
All fences must meet “sight distance” requirements. The sight 

distance triangle is an area that must be kept clear, so that 

drivers pulling out of driveways or intersections can see 

oncoming traffic and pedestrians. 

The sight distance triangle is an open area that must be 

maintained between 30 inches and 8 feet above the existing 

street grade. 

Generally, fences placed 10 feet back from the front property line 

will be outside of the sight triangle. See the next the back page 

for information on how to measure the sight distance triangle. 

 

 

 

https://outlook.office365.com/book/CityofShorelinePlanning@cityofshoreline.onmicrosoft.com/
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How to Measure a Sight Distance Triangle 

Where a Driveway Intersects with a Street 

• Pedestrian Sight Distance Triangle: Where driveways intersect a sidewalk or pedestrian path, measure 

15 feet along the sidewalk on both sides of the driveway and 10 feet along the driveway beginning at the 

respective points of intersection with the sidewalk. The third side of each triangle is a line connecting the 

endpoints of the first two sides. See the illustration “Example of pedestrian sight distance triangle.” 

 
Example of pedestrian sight distance triangle 

 

• Vehicular Sight Distance Triangle: Vehicular sight distance depends on the speed and grade of the 

street. To accurately measure a vehicular sight triangle, you would need to stand in the street, which is 

not recommended So as a general rule, fences placed 10 feet or more from the street will be outside of 

the vehicle sight triangle. Please refer to the Shoreline Engineering Development Manual section 12.11 

for more specific information or contact a Development Review Engineer. 

 

 

Example of a vehicle sight distance triangle 

Where Two Streets Intersect 
The site distance measurement depends on the type of streets that intersect and whether the intersection is 

controlled by a stop sign or not. Please refer to the Shoreline Engineering Development Manual section 12.11 or 

contact a Development Review Engineer.  

https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/engineering-standards
https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/engineering-division/dre-inquiry
https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/engineering-standards
https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/engineering-division/dre-inquiry

