
CITY OF SHORELINE 
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS MINUTES 

 
March  6, 2019 Shoreline City Hall  
6:30 pm 
  
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT  
Ballinger –Stephanie Angelis 
Briarcrest – Bill Dwyer 
Echo Lake – Marla Tullio, Diane Finafrock 
Hillwood – Pam Cross 
Innis Arden – Domenick Dellino, Mai Norden 
North City – Dan Dale 
Richmond Beach – Tom Petersen, Teresa Pape 
Richmond Highlands – Pete Gerhard, Kathy Plant 
Ridgecrest – Patty Hale 
The Highlands – Andy McRea 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:  Rob Beem, Community Services Manager; Constance Perenyi, Neighborhoods 
Coordinator  
 
GUESTS: Kevin Atkinson, North City; Teresa Pape, ED of Richmond Beach Community Association 
 
I.  Call to Order  

Dan Dale called the meeting to order.   He and Pete Gerhard mentioned that the CON Board elections 

are coming up in May.  They both spoke briefly about why they chose to be on the board, and the 

modest time commitment that requires: an additional 90 minute meeting a month and a half-day 

retreat in the summer.  It is an opportunity to get more deeply involved, to set agendas and the course 

for the year for CON, always trying to mesh presentations with current needs.  Dan noted that it us a 

way to think about Shoreline at both the neighborhood as well as the City level, and to explore how best 

to serve everyone. 

 

II. Review February 6 minutes and March 6 agenda 

Both minutes and agenda were approved unanimously. 

   

III. Public Comment 

Vicki Stiles, Executive Director of the Shoreline Historical Museum, introduced a project she has 

launched to honor the 25th birthday of Shoreline.  She is compiling stories about each neighborhood to 

compile into a book.  She has been gathering information and has written the first draft of stories, but 

she is eager to get feedback and more to add.  She distributed copies of the draft chapters, and will get 

all of them out to neighborhood leaders electronically within a few days.  She emphasized that no 

amount of information or comments is too much!  She welcomes everyone’s participation, with the 

caveat that she needs to get updates soon.  She asked everyone to get those to her by April 3, the time 

of the next CON meeting.  To reach Vicki: shm@shorelinehistoricalmuseum.org, or 206-542-7111. 

 

mailto:shm@shorelinehistoricalmuseum.org


IV. Visiting Councilmember Update 

Councilmember Susan Chang opened with information from last week’s open house held by Sound 
Transit for the Lynwood Link Extension.  The first phase, which starts this spring will include utility 
relocations.  This will involve creating bigger infrastructure by Ronald Wastewater and North City Water 
District.  As sound walls are removed, ST will be mitigating noise home by home, using a “sound curtain” 
that is reported to be effective.  The Jackson Park and Ride is already closed, with parking at nearby 
churches.  And 5th Avenue in that area will be closed for the duration.  ST and DOT will be using space in 
the old Sears building during construction.  Construction isn’t expected to begin until 2023, with service 
beginning in 2024. 

Councilmember Chang then talked about Fircrest. The Fircrest “campus” is comprised of about 92 acres 
of land owned by the Washington State Departments of Natural Resources, Social and Health Services, 
and Health. The Fircrest Residential Habilitation Center, or RHC, sits on the north/northeast portion of 
the campus. The Fircrest RHC is one of four Department of Social and Health Services’ RHC’s in 
Washington. RHCs are home to some of the most vulnerable members of our society - adults with 
developmental disabilities that require significant amounts of care and support. 

DSHS is looking at renovations to the RHC, including significant redevelopment of existing buildings and 
construction of new facilities. They have submitted a significant budget request to do so through the 
Governor's proposed budget.  The southern part of the campus, except for the portion owned the 
Department of Health and used for the State Health Lab, has long been underutilized.  

After years of circling around this issue, The State is now considering surplusing some of the land.  
Shoreline has long recognized the potential for this area to be used for a variety of activities; however, 
being State owned property, we have had little say in what happens there.  Representative Frank Chopp, 
Speaker of the Washington State House of Representatives, and members of our 32nd District 
delegation have expressed interest in constructing affordable housing on the underutilized property at 
the Fircrest campus, particularly the southwest portion. They have made it clear—and we agree—that 
any changes to the underutilized parts of the campus will need to make sure that the RHC residents are 
not negatively impacted.  And during this discussion, the State also has considered moving residents of 
Western State to Fircrest, but that seems to be risky. 

While no decisions have yet been made, we have been in discussions with the various State Agencies, 
the Legislature, and the Governor’s Office.  And we are waiting to see what decisions they make about 
that property.  We believe strongly that whatever the State decides to do, they need to work closely 
with the Shoreline community to ensure our concerns are heard and addressed.  Along with housing, we 
have made it clear that we would want to see corresponding community amenities, such as space for 
parks and recreation. 

Councilmember Chang gave an update on sidewalks.  At least 80% of the existing sidewalks in the City 
do not meet ADA guidelines.  Money to do repairs comes from the increase in vehicle license fees.  New 
sidewalks will be paid for by.2% sales tax ballot measure approved by voters in November.  Staff has 
started to plan for implementation of the Sidewalk Program, with an eye on completely some smaller 
projects first to get some quick wins. Our goal is to deliver the 12 identified projects within 10 years.  
These are expected to be covered by 70% of the increase, which makes other projects possible later.   

Councilmember Chang reported that State Senator Jesse Salomon asked for $500,000 in state funding 
for the Richmond Highlands Recreation Center.  She didn’t have more information, but will share when 
she does.   

 



When asked about the new Eyman initiative around car tabs, Councilmember Chang said that voter 
approval of that would have a negative impact on sidewalk repairs.  She was also asked about the 
Shoreline School District offer to provide land to the City to build the aquatic and community center.  
Councilmember Chang said that the Council is carefully looking at the option, weighing potential cost 
benefits against the uncertainties in not owning the land in an area that is likely to change significantly.  
She said there are a number of questions on the table, including how to start a Shoreline Parks 
Foundation. 
 
V. Celebration of Rob Beem 
Community Services Manager Rob Beem retires at the end of March.  CON members shared their 
appreciation of Rob’s service and the contributions he has made over his 20 years at the City. 
 
VI. Planning and Community Development Update 

PCD Director Rachael Markle talked about the upcoming Town House Designs Standards Update, and 
how residents can make comments.  She also gave an update on current construction projects and an 
overview of permits in process. For her complete presentation, see below.  To contact Rachael: 
rmarkle@shorelinewa.gov, 206-801-2531. 
 
After the presentation, Dom Dellino (Innis Arden) asked about parking spaces in new apartment 

buildings.  He noted that it seems that developers are allowed to build many fewer spaces than are 

needed, and that overflow parking on neighborhood streets causes significant problems.  Rachael 

responded that research in King County indicates that most apartment buildings near transit do not 

need as many parking spaces.  She said this will be an ongoing conversation, and that the City is 

beginning to look at how parking management can be done to minimize impact on neighborhoods.   

 

VII. Neighborhood Updates 

• Ballinger Neighborhood Association is facing a challenge to their annual outdoor movie night in 

August.  Sound Transit may be using the Aldercrest Annex to store equipment, which means 

BALNA organizers will need to look for another site. 

• Ridgecrest Neighborhood Association once again offered a creative solution to community 

members who were immobilized by the snow storm.  The PTA cooked meals and made them 

available to neighbors who could walk to the Ridgecrest Public House.   

• Echo Lake’s upcoming monthly meeting on March 19 will be environmentally focused, with 

Cameron Reed talking about surface water and rain gardens.  Then, a fish biologist from the 

University of WA will talk about the Kokanee Salmon Project.   

• Mai Norden (Innis Arden) reminded everyone that free tax preparation services are available at 

Shoreline Community College, Hopelink, and the Lake City Customer Service Center. 

• Richmond Beach Community Association has a new Executive Director.  Teresa Pape introduced 

herself.  The RBCA Wellness Series had to be rescheduled because of snow. 

• Richmond Highland Neighborhood Association is getting ready to celebrate the installation of 

their new mural on the north side of Spiro’s pizza, just off 185th and Aurora.  They are thrilled 

with the work done by artist Will Schlough, and invited everyone to join them on Saturday, 

March 9 from 2 to 3 pm. 

 

mailto:rmarkle@shorelinewa.gov


VIII. Neighborhood Coordinator Report 

Constance reported: 

• Historic photos have been installed in 6 bus shelters around the City.  This has been a 

collaboration between Metro and the City of Shoreline.  Keys for the photos will be 

mounted in each shelter soon, and there will be a self-guided tour leaflet coming in the near 

future. 

• Neighborhood insurance policies have been renewed.  Constance will get policies and 

certificates out to neighborhood leaders as soon as she has received all of them from the 

agent. 

• Save the Date!  The annual Volunteer Appreciation Event will be on Thursday, April 11, from 

5:30 to 7 pm in City Hall.  Watch for invitations in the mail soon. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

















 


