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Building/Mechanical/Plumbing 

Inspections 

Planning & Community Development 
17500 Midvale Ave N 
Shoreline, WA 98133 

206-801-2500 
pcd@shorelinewa.gov 

Once your permit is issued and you’re ready to start asking for inspections, you’ll need to 
make your request online, or by calling (206) 801-2545, or scanning the QR code to the right.  
 
When asking for inspections, you will need to give us the: date you want to be inspected, 
permit number, type of inspection, project address, your name and phone number, and if you 
want a morning or afternoon inspection. All inspection requests need to be made the day 
before your inspection no later than 11:59 p.m. (2359). Your inspection will be scheduled 
between 8:00 AM (0800) and 3:00 PM (1500). If you’re not sure what inspections you need, what order they go 
in, what inspection is next, or any other questions, please call us. 

 
IMPORTANT! You need to have a copy of the approved plans (stamped with all attachments) and your 
physical permit card for each inspection. You must be present to give access to the inspector or 
ensure that the inspector can access the area. 
 
Inspections for any street or sidewalk work, fire access or sprinklers, or electrical inspections are handled by a 
separate department. 

 

Inspections - Here is a list of inspections with information to help you in understanding your inspections. 

1. Pre-con meeting is only needed when it is listed in your permit conditions. Call your inspector to see if 
this can be combined with your tree protection, concrete footing, erosion control, and setback 
inspections. This is when you have an opportunity to ask your inspector about what inspections are 
needed. 

 
2. Footing, Foundation, and Setbacks happen once you’ve finished digging your footings and put in any 

reinforcing steel needed. We will inspect your setbacks when your foundation forms are set up. If your 
footing and foundation are poured at different times, ask for inspections before each of them. These 
inspections only happen after you’ve had an Erosion Control inspection. 
 

3. Concrete Slab, Plumbing Groundwork, and Under-Floor Inspections, only apply to slab on grade 
foundation, otherwise can be skipped. The plumbing groundwork inspection is to look at the water, 
sewer, and any drains before they’re covered with the concrete slab. 

4. Storm system/footing drain inspections may be done at the same time or separately.  

 

5. Sub floor is only required if there is a crawl space underneath. This must happen before any 
decking/flooring is added. 

6. Exterior wall plywood nailing (Lateral Shear Wall) and hold down inspection is usually scheduled 
after the roof deck and wall sheathing are placed. 

7. Plumbing, Mechanical, Electrical, Rough-In and Gas Piping Inspections must be under the 
appropriate air or water pressure for testing the system. 

8. Framing Inspections happen after you’ve installed your fire-blocking and bracing, and covered your 
pipes, chimney, and vents. 

 

 

https://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/departments/planning-community-development/inspections/schedule-an-inspection
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9. Drywall, Sheet Rock, Rated Assemblies Inspections happen after your drywall and firewall is 
installed but before you’ve taped your drywall sheet edges. 

 

10. Site development final inspections as appropriate. Includes: required landscaping, stormwater 
control facilities (vaults, catch basins, storm filters, etc.), etc. 

11. Energy Efficiency Inspections are where you’ll show all third-party testing inspections to the City 
Inspector. 

12. As-Built Drawing Inspections are when you record any as-built drawings that are approved by your 
city reviewer. Once the reviewer has approved the drawings, those may be recorded at King County. 

13. Final Building Inspections for all finals including mechanical, plumbing, and site are scheduled as 
your last inspections. The final building permit inspection is the last inspection after all other final 
inspections have been completed. 

Additional Requirements & Conditions 

Approval Required – All permitted work requires a set of inspections at different milestones of construction. 

Check with your inspector if you’re don’t know what inspections you need. The inspector must approve all work 

before continuing construction. If approved, then you can continue. If your work is not approved, then the 

inspector will write down what is needed to correct the work. All work that needs to be corrected must be re-

inspected to continue. 

Re-inspection Fee – If you call for an inspection and are not ready, the work isn't available to inspect, or work 
isn’t corrected for a re-inspection, you can be charged with a re-inspection fee.  
A few examples of circumstances that may result in additional fees (These are just examples and should not 
be considered as a complete list):  
 

• Approved plans repeatedly not available to the inspector; 
• Repeated failure to give access on the date an inspection is asked for; or 
• Re-inspection is asked for, but the work was still not correct or not ready for inspection. 

 
Special Inspections – Some projects require that inspections be made by special inspectors.  This is only 
needed if a “Special Inspection Checklist” has been attached to your approved permit. 
 
Certificate of Occupancy – No building or structure may be used or occupied, and no change in the existing 
occupancy classification of a building or structure can be made until the Building Official has issued a 
certificate of occupancy as provided for in the codes and ordinances adopted by the City of Shoreline.  
 
For residential construction the approval of your final inspection is your Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
You might have other permits as part of your project that also require a final inspection. You must call in all 
inspections on all of your permits and receive approval of your final inspections.  

https://ecode360.com/49766315

