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May 12, 2016

I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Facilitator Jim Reid opened the meeting, reviewed the agenda for the evening, and asked for the committee to approve the summary of the April 28, 2016 meeting. The committee approved the summary of the April 28, 2016 meeting.

II. The Committee continued to refine their report and recommendations to the City Manager.

The committee had two draft reports that were available to be used for editing:
· A version provided by Jim Reid on May 11 that included suggested edits from committee members; and
· A redline version of the May 11 report with suggested edits provided by Megan Kogut that had been emailed to the committee earlier in the day on May 12.

The committee agreed that they would like to review and edit the version provided by Megan Kogut.

The committee reviewed the report section by section and came to consensus on changes to the report. They asked staff to made some factual edits after the meeting regarding the mechanics of the Levy Lid Lift rather than spending time working on that with the committee and to ensure that the three options reported under Further Considerations were appropriately described.

For the section on Further Considerations, Jim Reid polled the committee members to determine the level of support for each of the three levy lid lift options
· Two members indicated support for the CPI Only option
· Seven members indicated support to restore the initial rate to $1.48 with subsequent years growing by CPI
· Four members indicated support to restore the initial rate to $1.60 with subsequent years growing by CPI. All members supporting this level or support would also support the rate at $1.48

Members were asked if they would like to express their rationale for their votes. The following summarizes the rationale shared by committee members:

CPI Only Option: Members supporting this option noted that they felt property taxes are already quite high and regressive, thereby adversely affecting  those who are most in need of financial help, especially since 29% of Shoreline Residents fall below 200% of the poverty level.  Therefore this minority believes that increases should be limited. Members supporting this option expressed concern that the measure would be difficult to pass (or easily defeated). They expressed concern that higher property tax rates will drive more residents out of Shoreline because Property Taxes are perceived to be lower in Seattle.* Moreover, members supporting this option noted that even the City’s data showed that the deficit could be closed with the CPI Only Option along with other measures that would also require an uphill battle for voter approval such as a B&O Tax and/or an additional car tab fees to cover sidewalks, bike paths, and such.




$1.48 Rate Restore: Members supporting this option noted that they felt it provides the best balance to maintain critical services for all Shoreline residents, including the 29% of the population living at <200% of the poverty level. Some members wanted to increase funding to social services while minimizing the impact on property owners. The $1.48 renewal does not depend on other potential new sources of revenue such as a B&O tax and car tab fees. Setting the levy lid lift at $1.48 will carry us through the next six years. One member noted that if we could find an index that better matched the cost of services then we wouldn’t need to adjust the rate.

$1.60 Rate Restore: They generally agreed with the $1.48 rationale but noted that it is important to have a larger surplus in order to provide more funding to those in need. They noted that there is a growing gap between those who have and those who need help and see this as an opportunity to help fill that gap.

*Following is a comparison of Seattle to Shoreline Levy Rates:

	2016 Levy Rates by City

	City
	Total Property Tax Levy
	City Portion of Levy

	Seattle
	$9.49-12.45
	$2.77

	Shoreline
	$11.70
	$1.54



III. Next Steps

Staff will make the requested edits to the Draft Report and email the document for final approval via email.

Staff reviewed the schedule of upcoming meetings related to the 10 YFSP and invited the committee to attend:

Public Meetings
· Wednesday, May 18 - 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Richmond Beach Congressional Church, 1512 NW 195th ST
· Wednesday, May 25 - 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Shoreline Library, 345 NE 175th ST

Council Meetings
· June 13: 10 YFSP Update- Outreach update
· July 11 & 25: Discussion of Potential Levy Lid Lift Renewal Resolution
· August 1: Appointment of Ballot Statement Committees (if resolution is adopted)
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