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1. INTRODUCTION

The City of Shoreline has undertaken an effort to characterize the streams within its
jurisdiction. Tetra Tech/KCM was contracted to conduct a stream inventory and
assessment of streams within the City limits and covering the nine drainage basins:

• Boeing Creek Basin

• Thornton Creek Basin

• McAleer Creek Basin

• Lyon Creek Basin

• Middle Puget Sound Basin North 

• Middle Puget Sound Basin South

• Bitter Lake Basin

• West Lake Washington Basin

• Seattle Golf Course Basin. 

The inventory and assessment were conducted to provide information for four basin
characteristic reports. Basins, which are combined into a single basin characterization
report because of their small size within the City boundaries, include (a) Bitter Lake
and Seattle Golf Course with Middle Puget Sound; (b) West Lake Washington with
Thornton Creek; and (c) Lyon Creek with McAleer Creek.  Boeing Creek Basin is a
single report. All the streams are within the greater Lake Washington Watershed
(WRIA 8) and ultimately empty into either Puget Sound or Lake Washington (Figures 1
through 4). 

This report documents aquatic and riparian habitat conditions in relation to salmonid
use as observed in April/May and August of 2001 and evaluates fish passage at that
time. A more detailed evaluation of salmonid utilization and fish passage is addressed
in Fish Utilization in City of Shoreline Streams (Daley 2004). Additional observations
were made on August 28, 2003 and March 30, 2004.
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2. METHODOLOGY

TRI-COUNTY URBAN STREAM BASELINE EVALUATION METHOD

The Tri-County Urban Stream Baseline Evaluation Method (USBEM; R2 Resource
Consultants 2000) was adapted for this stream reconnaissance. The USBEM provides
a protocol for determining a stream’s suitability as habitat for a selected salmonid
species. Time and cost precluded utilizing the full protocol.  The first phase of the
USBEM is to assess the physical characteristics of the stream’s watershed using
stream system maps, aerial photography, topographic maps and the local knowledge
of resource managers. This phase is completed prior to conducting fieldwork. The
second phase involves in situ measurements to determine and rate actual watershed
conditions. 

The USBEM is used to assign a salmonid habitat rating of good, fair, or poor to each
stream reach, and then to determine potential restoration approaches based on those
ratings. The two phases of the USBEM are described below. Chapter 4 includes a
description of the stream reaches evaluated within the City of Shoreline..

The stream reaches mapped based on GIS data were refined using information
gathered in the stream reconnaissance.  During the reconnaissance, the preliminary
stream reaches were verified for predominantly homogenous characteristics.  Each
stream segment, referred to as “open water course” in the map legends, was
designated as a reach.  Some reaches were not entirely homogenous; a reach
designated as an open water course, for example, may have small sections that are
piped (piped water course. Reaches which were a combination of open water courses
and piped were mapped based on the predominant characteristic within their reach
boundaries.

Phase I

Phase I consists of five steps that provide a preliminary score for each stream reach.
This initial rating eliminates from further evaluation reaches that are obviously
unsuitable for salmonid habitat including piped water courses.

Step 1: Define Channel Network

The channel network consists of the water courses in the project area, including open
water courses and piped water courses. Most stream systems in the City are a
combination of the two types.

Step 2: Identify Channel Types

Channel types for each stream segment are defined by the segment’s gradient and
sinuosity, as follows:

• Estuarine (tidal zone between freshwater stream and marine water)

• Palustrine (wetland channels or sloughs)

• Floodplain (low-gradient depositional channels)
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• Large contained (low- to moderate-gradient channels that are
moderately to deeply incised)

• Moderate gradient mixed control (transport-dominated channel with
moderate to high stream power)

• Alluvial fan (moderate-gradient depositional channel in the transitional
area between steep slopes and valley floodplains)

• Moderate gradient contained (transport-dominated channel with
moderate to high stream power)

• High gradient contained (moderately to deeply incised channel with
high stream power)

• Piped water courses

Species of concern are selected by determining the salmonid species known to occur in
the watershed and considered at risk by the National Marine Fisheries Service. Each
channel type has a predefined level of suitability for supporting the species of concern,
as follows:

1. Highly suitable to support the species of concern

2. Secondary habitat use

3. Negligible; habitat unlikely to be used by the species of concern due to
geomorphic constraints or natural barriers. 

Step 3: Delineate Channel Reaches

Stream reaches are delineated into measurable units based on slope and uniformity of
habitat characteristics. Channel typing also assists in the delineation of uniform
reaches. 

Step 4: Overlay Fish Distributions

Known fish distributions are determined using previous studies and data to assist in
determining where fish populations are known to occur in the watershed. 

Step 5: Identify Large Scale Watershed and Channel Alterations

The level of alteration of the channel or watershed is determined based on four
parameters: the estimated total impervious area; the extent of channel or flow
modifications (such as culverts, bank armoring, straightening, etc.); the number of
breaks in the riparian zone; and the number of 303(d) listings. 

Habitat ratings based on channel type under the guidelines of the USBEM do not take
into account the level of alteration to the stream or watershed. The USBEM rating
based on channel type indicates only the potential for suitable habitat, based on
channel slope and sinuosity. It does not account for actual conditions.  For example,
the headwater reaches of Boeing Creek fall into channel types that are considered
highly suitable for salmonid use based on their slope and sinuosity; however, these
reaches are actually very poor for salmonid use because they are currently contained
in pipes or grass- or rock- lined ditches . 
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To address this, the final determination in Phase I is a ranking score reflecting the
potential species-specific use by channel type (Step 2) and the level of channel or
watershed alteration (Step 5). Figure 5, from the USBEM, shows the decision box for
ranking scores. For streams with habitat ratings of secondary or negligible based on
channel type, the rating does not change with level of alteration. For streams with
habitat ratings of highly suitable based on channel type, however, the rating is
reduced to secondary if the level of alteration is moderate or high.

PHASE I
Potential Species—Specific Use

by Channel Type
1 2 3

Level of
Channel or
Watershed
Alteration

L Highly
Suitable

Habitat Use

Secondary
Habitat Use

Negligible
Habitat Use

M Secondary
Habitat Use

Secondary
Habitat Use

Negligible
Habitat Use

H Secondary
Habitat Use

Secondary
Habitat Use

Negligible
Habitat Use

Highly suitable habitat use with
fish present

Secondary habitat use with fish
present or potentially present

Negligible habitat use with fish
unlikely to be present

Figure 5. Phase I Decision Box (R2 Resource Consultants 2000)

Under the USBEM, Phase I is intended to reduce the number of stream reaches for
which field reconnaissance is performed. The USBEM assumes that highly suitable
habitat use areas need not be physically surveyed in Phase II, since fish are likely
using the habitat without constraints, and that negligible habitat areas need not be
physically surveyed since fish are not likely to use those areas. It recommends
surveying only the areas determined to be of secondary habitat use. However, for this
study, each stream reach identified by the City was surveyed, regardless of
preliminary habitat use designations, in order to provide a more detailed inventory of
all waterways in the City. 
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Phase II

Phase II consists of collecting field data and using the data to classify stream reaches
as good, fair, or poor for supporting the species of concern, based on the following
criteria: 

• Riparian condition

• Substrate composition

• Substrate embeddedness

• Bank condition

• Benthic invertebrate community

• Fish passage barriers

• Pool frequency

• Channel pattern and connectivity

• Water temperature

• Large wood (LW). 

The USBEM recommends that best professional judgment be used to classify the
habitat after all parameters have been measured. For example, if the habitat is
determined to be good according to parameters, but fish access is limited or
impossible due to one or more natural or artificial barriers, professional judgment
would determine that the habitat should be classified as fair or poor for fish species
under current conditions. This classification would be changed with removal of the
barriers.

Once the habitat condition has been determined for each reach, the ratings are
combined with the level of alteration (Step 5 of Phase I) and a potential recovery option
is identified. Recovery options, as determined using the USBEM, include preservation
and acquisition of good habitat and areas with little alteration, enhancement of fair
areas with medium or high levels of alteration, and no action for areas with poor
habitat conditions and medium or high levels of alteration. 

METHODS 

Phase I

The City provided channel network maps and all streams were assessed during Phase
I to determine channel type, reach delineations and level of alteration. Gradient was
calculated using contour maps provided by the City; gradient was the primary
criterion for determining the channel type of each stream reach. The area of
impervious surface was included for the subbasin in which the reach occurs. The
extent of modifications and riparian breaks along the reaches were estimated using
aerial photography and land use maps. Water quality 303(d) listings were found at the
Washington State Department of Ecology web site (1998). Limited data on fish
presence were available. Fish Utilization in City of Shoreline Watercourses (Daley 2004)
addresses fish presence in more detail.
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Phase II

The Phase II criteria were evaluated as follows:

• Riparian condition—The size, density, and species composition of
vegetation along the stream corridor were assessed to qualitatively
assign ratings of good, fair, or poor. 

• Substrate composition—Substrate was qualitatively assessed for the
percent presence of each size class of substrate material. In addition,
several pebble counts were conducted to determine the ratios of
substrate size classes (Wolman 1954). 

• Substrate embeddedness—A visual estimation was made of percent of
fines in riffles and pool tailout areas. 

• Bank condition—Condition was visually estimated based on the extent
of artificial hardening, visible signs of erosion and perennial vegetation. 

• Benthic invertebrate community—Samples were collected at all suitable
locations. Suitable locations were considered areas of coarse substrates
or areas with small gravel or larger material with less than 20 percent
fines. Benthic invertebrate samples were collected by kick net, which
requires disturbing the substrate of a square meter area and capturing
dislodged specimens in the net. Samples were preserved in the field
and analyzed in the laboratory using Aquatic Biology Associates’ (1996)
protocol for benthic invertebrate bioassay.

• Fish passage barriers—Many potential fish passage barriers were
recorded including weirs, perched culverts, undersized culverts, low
flows, etc. 

• Channel pattern and connectivity—Channels were categorized
according to sinuosity, connection to side-channels, channel definition
and bedform.

• Water temperature—Temperatures were recorded in August; an average
of three temperatures taken on the same day were used to calculate the
rating of good, fair, or poor. 

• LW—Sizes of LW pieces were estimated and categorized based on size
and frequency. 

Fish Passage Barriers

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (1998) has a protocol for determining
whether an impediment in a stream is a barrier to fish migration.  This protocol
involves measuring current velocity, grade, distance and depth of water over and
immediately downstream of the impediment. Unless the structure is an obvious
barrier such as a dam, observations without using the protocol are judgment calls;
experts can disagree as to accessibility. This study did not use the WDFW protocols in
assessing whether a reach is accessible. A comprehensive barrier assessment would
require a full year of flow measurements. Both WDFW and the National Marine
Fisheries Service have other specific considerations when considering a barrier for



…2.  METHODOLOGY

7

regulatory purposes. This study used best professional judgment when assessing
whether a barrier presented an impediment to fish passage. 
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3. RESULTS

PHASE I

The channel network includes the streams (open water courses) and reaches shown on
Figures 1 through 4. Piped water courses are also shown. Five channel types were
identified: palustrine, floodplain, estuarine, moderate gradient contained, and high
gradient contained. All streams drain to either Lake Washington or Puget Sound for
which the primary species of concern are chinook and coho salmon, respectively.
Potential species-specific use was determined for each reach based on the channel
typing and fish species selected. Table 1 summarizes the data compiled in Phase I. 

Chinook have been found in the lower reaches of Thornton and McAleer Creeks and
need to be used to rank these streams according to USBEM protocol. Coho is used for
ranking the other streams. It is recognized that it is unlikely that chinook would
access the upper reaches of these streams including those in the City of Shoreline.
LFPSF (2001) notes that chinook salmon have been found as far upstream as the flood
control facility and fish ladder at NE 196th Street between Forest Park Drive NE and
15th Avenue NE. This facility is just within the City of Shoreline boundary.

Using the USBEM Phase I decision box (Figure 5), reaches found to be of highly
suitable habitat use were evaluated for channel or watershed alteration to determine
whether their habitat rating should be reduced due to moderate or high levels of
alteration. All areas that were found to be of highly suitable habitat use based on
channel type were also found to have moderate or high levels of alteration, so their
habitat ratings were reduced. As a result, all reaches studied were classified as
secondary or negligible habitat use. Thornton, McAleer and Lyon Creeks are listed on
the 303(d) list as water quality impaired for fecal coliform.

PHASE II

Field assessments were conducted for all reaches between April 30 and May 3, 2001
and between August 20 and 24, 2001. Additional assessments were conducted on
August 28, 2003 and March 30, 2004. Water temperature data were collected during
the August surveys, since temperatures are most limiting during summer, when
seasonal low flows and high temperatures are most likely. Seven-day average
maximum values for water temperatures were not available in the literature. Many
reaches had no flow at the time of surveying and no water temperature data were
collected for those reaches.

Scores of 1, 2 or 3 (equivalent to a rating of good, fair, or poor, respectively) were given
for each field criterion (see Table 2). The USBEM does not recommend an approach for
combining criteria scores into a final score. For the purpose of rating and prioritizing
reaches, we selected an averaging approach, taking the mean of the scores for each
criterion. For average scores between 2 and 3, best professional judgment was used to
give a final score. For example, if the overall score was a 2.43, a relatively fair score,
but the majority of ratings (e.g., four out of seven) for parameters in that reach were
poor, the reach was given an overall poor rating. Other adjustments in overall rating
occurred in cases where the average score indicated a fair rating, but fish passage



…3.  RESULTS

9

barriers would cause the reach to be rated poor. Areas with no fish accessibility within
the reach must be considered poor habitat for coho and chinook. Table 3 lists the
location and type of potential fish barriers which occur furthermost downstream. Fish
Utilization in City of Shoreline Watercourses (Daley 2004) provides additional
information and photographs of some of these barriers. Under the USBEM protocol,
three reaches were rated fair (two on Boeing Creek and one on Thornton Creek), and
the remainder were rated poor. 

TABLE 1.
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BC1 MGC 5.2 coho Secondary 15 M L — Moderate Secondary
BC1A E 2.0 coho Secondary 15 M L — Moderate Secondary
BC2 HGC 7.1 coho Negligible 23 H L — High Negligible
BC3 HGC 12.8 coho Negligible 23 M L — Moderate Negligible
BC4 HGC 24.2 coho Negligible 23 H H — High Negligible
BC5 HGC 11.4 coho Negligible 23 H H __ High Negligible
BC6 MGC 4.4 coho Secondary 51 H H — High Secondary
BC7 MGC 4.3 coho Secondary 51 H M — High Secondary
BC8 MGC 5.3 coho Secondary 51 H M — High Secondary
BC9 HGC 2.7 coho Negligible 51 H L __ High Negligible
BC10 Piped
BC11 Piped
BC12 Piped
TC1 Piped
TC2 MGC 1.7 chinook Secondary 48 L L L Moderate Secondary
TC3 PAL 0.8 chinook Secondary 45 H H L High Secondary
TC4 PAL 0.8 chinook Secondary 45 H H L High Secondary
TC5 Piped
TC6 MGC 0.5 chinook Secondary 46 H H L High Secondary
TC7 MGC 2.5 chinook Secondary 45 H H L High Secondary
TC8 MGC 1.5 chinook Secondary 45 M M L Moderate Secondary
TC9 MGC 1.7 chinook Secondary 46 M M L Moderate Secondary
TC10 Piped
a. Impervious surface area determined for subbasin.
b. Determined during Phase I, Step 5.
c. Based on Figure 2. Phase I decision box.
d. Refer to Figures 1,2,3, and 4. 
PAL = palustrine, FLP = floodplain, E = estuarine, MGC = moderate gradient contained,
HGC = high gradient contained; H = high, M = moderate, L = low;
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TABLE 1 (continued).
PHASE I DATA.
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TC11 FLP 1.3 chinook Secondary  46 H H L High Secondary
TC12 Piped
TC13 Piped
TC14 PAL 1.0 chinook Secondary  45 H H L High Secondary
TC15 Piped
TC16 Piped
TC17 MGC 4.0 chinook Secondary  37 H H L High Secondary
TC18 Piped
TC19 MGC 1.0 chinook Secondary  43 H H L High Secondary
TC20 MGC 1.7 chinook Negligible 47 H H L High Negligible
TC21 Piped
HL1 Piped
HL2 HGC 17.4 coho Negligible 20 H M — High Negligible
IS1 HGC 17.6 coho Negligible  27 H M — High Negligible
IS2 HGC 16.2 coho Negligible  27 H H — High Negligible
IN1 HGC 7.4 coho Negligible  32 M M — Moderate Negligible
IN2 HGC 7.4 coho Negligible  32 H H — High Negligible
IN3 HGC 8.3 coho Negligible  32 H H — High Negligible
IN4 HGC 9.0 coho Negligible  32 H H — High Negligible
IN5 Piped
SC1 HGC 8.1 coho Negligible 36 M M — Moderate Negligible
SC2 MGC 2.2 coho Secondary 36 H H — High Secondary
SC3 MGC 0.8 coho Negligible 36 H H __ High Negligible
SC4 MGC 1.9 coho Negligible 36 H H __ High Negligible
SC5 MGC 2.0 coho Secondary  36 H H — High Secondary
SC6 Piped
USSS1 MGC 1.0 coho Negligible 40 H H __ High Negligible

a. Impervious surface area determined for subbasin.
b. Determined during Phase I, Step 5.
c. Based on Figure 2. Phase I decision box.
d. Refer to Figures 1,2,3 and 4. 
PAL = palustrine, FLP = floodplain, E = estuarine, MGC = moderate gradient contained,
HGC = high gradient contained; H = high, M = moderate, L = low;
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TABLE 1 (continued).
PHASE I DATA.
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USSS2 MGC 0.4 coho Negligible 40 H H __ High Negligible
USS1 MGC 0.9 coho Negligible 36 H H __ High Negligible
USS2 HGC 13.6 coho Negligible  36 H H — High Negligible
USS3 Piped
USNN1 MGC 0.3 coho Negligible 39 H H __ High Negligible
USN1 HGC 10.0 coho Negligible  36 H H — High Negligible
USN2 Piped
USN3 FLP 2.9 coho Secondary 36 H H — High Secondary
MC1 MGC 3.5 chinook Secondary  49 H H L High Secondary
MC2 MGC 3.0 chinook Secondary 49 H H L High Secondary
MC3 Piped
MT1 HGC 7.1 chinook Negligible  42 H H L High Negligible
MT2 HGC 8.2 chinook Negligible  42 H H L High Negligible
MT3 HGC 8.4 chinook Negligible 42 H H L High Negligible
MT4 HGC 5.0 chinook Negligible 42 H H L High Negligible
MT5 PAL 0.6 chinook Negligible 42 H H L High Negligible
MT6 HGC 11.6 chinook Negligible 42 H H L High Negligible
MT7 HGC 7.5 chinook Negligible 42 H H L High Negligible
MT8 Piped
EL1 Piped
EL2 Piped
BA1 Piped
BA2 MGC 2.8 chinook Secondary  47 H H L High Secondary
BA3 MGC 1.8 chinook Secondary 47 H H L High Secondary
BA4 MGC 2.8 chinook Secondary  47 H H L High Secondary
BA5 Piped

a. Impervious surface area determined for subbasin.
b. Determined during Phase I, Step 5.
c. Based on Figure 2. Phase I decision box.
d. Refer to Figures 1,2,3 and 4. 
PAL = palustrine, FLP = floodplain, E = estuarine, MGC = moderate gradient contained,
HGC = high gradient contained; H = high, M = moderate, L = low;
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TABLE 2.
 PHASE II DATA.
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BC1 13 30 2 2 2 1 3 1 3 2 3 19 2.11 Fair
BC1A 13 30 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 — 19 2.25 Fair
BC2 13 33 2 NI 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 19 2.75 Poor
BC3 13 9 2 NI 3 1 3 3 3 2 NI 17 2.43 Poor
BC4 a b 2 NI 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 20 2.86 Poor
BC5 — 4 3 NI 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 21 3.00 Poor
BC6 14 37 2 3 2 2 3 3 3 2 3 23 2.56 Poor
BC7 13 22 3 2 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 24 2.67 Poor
BC8 14 25 2 2 2 1 3 2 3 2 3 20 2.22 Fair
BC9 a 15 2 NI 3 2 3 2 3 3 NI 18 2.57 Poor
BC10 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
BC11 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
BC12 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC1 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC2 10 6 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 NI 19 2.38 Poor
TC3 18 15 3 3 3 1 1 3 3 2 c 19 2.38 Poor
TC4 16 8 3 NI NI 3 3 NI NI 2 NI 11 2.75 Poor
TC5 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC6 — 6 2 3 3 2 2 3 3 2 — 19 2.50 Poor
TC7 18 12 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 25 2.78 Poor
TC8 9 8 2 3 3 2 2 2 3 3 NI 20 2.50 Poor
TC9 10 20 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 NI 22 2.75 Poor
TC10 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC11 19 14 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 23 2.89 Poor
TC12 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

a. Temperature not taken because no water present when sampled.
b. Bank-full width not recorded for creeks with no clear indicators of the ordinary high water

mark.
c. Benthic invertebrate sampling protocol indicated that stream conditions were not suitable

for sampling.
d. Refer to Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4.
NI = not included in data set because criterion is not appropriate for channel type, LW = large
wood; 1 = good, 2 = fair, and
3 = poor.
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TABLE 2 (continued).
 PHASE II DATA.
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TC13 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC14 15 12 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 3 7 1.89 Fair
TC15 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC16 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC17 a b 1 NI 3 3 3 2 3 NI c 15 2.50 Poor
TC18 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
TC19 — 40 2 3 3 2 2 3 3 2 — 20 2.50 Poor
TC20 — 5-11 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3.00 Poor
TC21 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
HL1 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
HL2 a b 3 NI 3 1 3 3 3 3 NI 19 2.71 Poor
IS1 a 15 3 NI 3 2 3 3 3 2 NI 19 2.71 Poor
IS2 a 35 3 NI 3 1 3 3 3 3 NI 19 2.71 Poor
IN1 a 10 3 NI 3 3 3 3 3 2 NI 20 2.86 Poor
IN2 14 6 3 NI 3 2 3 3 3 3 NI 20 2.86 Poor
IN3 19 4 2 NI 3 2 3 3 3 2 NI 18 2.57 Poor
IN4 19 4 2 NI 3 2 3 3 3 2 NI 18 2.57 Poor
IN5 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
SC1 17 12 3 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 20 2.78 Poor
SC2 18 9 3 2 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 24 2.67 Poor
SC3   __ 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3.00 Poor
SC4 10 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3.00 Poor
SC5 18 5 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 25 2.78 Poor
SC6 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

a. Temperature not taken because no water present when sampled.
b. Bank-full width not recorded for creeks with no clear indicators of the ordinary high water

mark.
c. Benthic invertebrate sampling protocol indicated that stream conditions were not suitable

for sampling.
d. Refer to Figures 1,2,3, and 4.
NI = not included in data set because criterion is not appropriate for channel type, LW = large
wood; 1 = good, 2 = fair, and
3 = poor.
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TABLE 2 (continued).
 PHASE II DATA
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USSS1 — 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3 Poor
USSS2 — 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3 Poor
USS1 12 6 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3 Poor
USS2 a 6 3 NI 3 2 3 3 3 2 NI 19 2.38 Poor
USS3 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

USNN1 12 6 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3 Poor
USN1 14 13 3 NI 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 21 3.00 Poor
USN2 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
USN3  14 7 2 3 3 2 2 3 3 2 c 20 2.50  Poor
MC1 19 18 3 1 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 22 2.44 Poor
MC2 a 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3.00 Poor
MC3 — 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 NI 24 3.00 Poor
MT1 13 5 3 2 2 3 3 3 3 2 c 21 2.63 Poor
MT2 13 5 3 NI 3 3 3 3 3 2 NI 20 2.86 Poor
MT3 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
MT4 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
MT5 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
MT6 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
MT7 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
MT8 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
EL1 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
EL2 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
BA1 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
BA2 16 10 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 26 2.89 Poor
BA3 a 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 24 3.00 Poor
BA4 16 8 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 2 c 21 2.62 Poor
BA5 — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

a. Temperature not taken because no water present when sampled.
b. Bank-full width not recorded for creeks with no clear indicators of the ordinary high water

mark.
c. Benthic invertebrate sampling protocol indicated that stream conditions were not suitable

for sampling.
d. Refer to Figures 1,2,3, and 4.
NI = not included in data set because criterion is not appropriate for channel type, LW = large
wood; 1 = good, 2 = fair, and
3 = poor.
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TABLE 3.
FISH BARRIERS WITHIN CITY OF SHORELINE DRAINAGES a.

Creek Barrier b Water depth Description
Boeing
BC1
BC1A

Culverts,
Dam, High
Gradients

<4" through
RR culvert,
<1" across

beach

Steel sheet pile dam completely impassable,
railroad culvert at beach seasonally or tidally
impassable. Landslides and LW may
periodically prevent passage. 

Boeing
BC2

Culvert <1’ Gradient and velocity of culvert at NW Innis
Arden Way prevents fish passage

Boeing
BC6

Dam <1’ Earthen dam creating Hidden Lake prevents
upstream passage at all flows.

Boeing
BC7

Detention
Pond

<6” North pond and a perched culvert at NW
175th prevent fish passage.  Piped reaches
upstream.

Boeing
BC8

M1
Dam

<6” M1 dam prevents fish passage between
reaches BC8 and BC9.

Thornton
TC1

Culverts,
Piped

<1” through
culvert under

I-5

Culvert under Interstate 5 barrier to juvenile
and most salmonid passage. Passage
upstream of Twin Ponds could be impeded by
intermittent and low flows.

Thornton
TC2

Weir >1’ Weir at Peverly Pond impedes juvenile and
most salmonid fish passage upstream.

Thornton
TC7

Diversion
Structure

<1’ The water diversion structure at the junction
of TC7, TC8, and TC9 is a fish passage
barrier.

Thornton
TC10

Low Flows
Piped

<6” Long pipe length and low flows could impede
fish passage.

Highlands
HL1

Ravine with
High

Gradients

<1" in various
spots

Steep ravine adjacent to beach and within
Highlands neighborhood (>15%). High
velocities barrier to juvenile passage.
Ornamental landscaping, pipe contained
portions, and rock lined ditches may limit
adult and juvenile passage.

Innis Arden
South
IS1

Low Flows 1" spring
flows

RR culvert at mouth may be seasonally or
tidally impassable, steep gradients may
prevent juvenile or adult passage.

Innis Arden
North IN2

Culvert <1” various
locations

Perched culvert at NW Springdale Court
prevents fish passage.

Innis Arden
North
IN1

Low Flows 2" spring
flows

RR culvert at mouth may be seasonally or
tidally impassable, steep gradients may
prevent juvenile or adult passage. 

Storm
SC1

Weirs,
Culverts,
Ravine

<4" in various
locations

Steep gradients and high velocities may
prevent juvenile or adult passage. Seasonal
low flows or low tides may prevent entry or
passage. 

Upper Puget
Sound South
USS2

High gradient,
Low Flows

<1" in various
locations

Low flows and steep gradients may prevent
adult and juvenile passage. 

Upper Puget
Sound North
USN2

High gradient,
Low Flows

<1" in various
locations

Low flows, extremely steep gradients, and the
Richmond Beach culvert may prevent adult
and juvenile passage.
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McAleer
MC1

Low Flows,
Culverts

<4" in various
locations

MC1 culverts are passable and not velocity
barriers. 

TABLE 3 (continued).
FISH BARRIERS WITHIN CITY OF SHORELINE DRAINAGES a.

Creek Barrier b Water depth Description
Cedarbrook
MT7

Low Flows,
Piped,

Culverts

<4" in various
locations

Seasonally dry with very low flows year-
round. Many culverts and piped portions. 

Echo Lake
EL1

Culvert, Piped <1" through
culvert

Passage limited by long pipes, culverts, rock-
lined ditches, and only seasonal or storm
event flows.

Ballinger
BA4

Seasonal Low
Flows,

Culverts

<1” Passage through BA4 is limited at upper end
of Bruggers Bog by water <1" deep and
minimum jumping height of 30 inches at
three concrete culverts.

a. Barriers which primarily occur furthermost downstream.
b. Low flows barriers may depend on life cycle and season utilization. For more information

on specific fish barriers see Fish Utilization in City of Shoreline Watercourses (Daley 2004).

Fourteen benthic invertebrate samples were collected at suitable locations along
Boeing Creek, Storm Creek, Thornton Creek and McAleer Creek. All samples collected
had a density of less than 150 organisms per square meter made up of only 3 to 5
taxa, most of which were tolerant to environmental stress and unstable habitats
(Tables 4 and 5). The dominant taxon in each sample made up at least 40 percent of
the total number of organisms, indicating poor diversity. All samples were rated poor
relative to bio-integrity based on the low diversity of species and dominance by more
tolerant species. 

Phase II physical site surveys confirmed that reaches rated as highly suitable habitat
in Phase I based solely on channel type are heavily developed and, in fact, poor habitat
for salmonids. These areas may have provided viable fish habitat in the past, but, due
to extremely modified and developed watersheds, are no longer suitable. 
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TABLE 4.
DATA SUMMARY FOR BENTHIC INVERTEBRATE SAMPLING

Reach Total No. of
Organisms

Total No. of
Taxa

EPT No.a Benthic Invertebrate
Bioassessmentb

BC1 46 4 2 34
BC2 51 4 1 29
BC6 54 6 2 41
BC7 111 4 2 41
BC8ac 20 2 1 41
BC8bc 37 4 1 38
TC7 103 4 1 38
TC11 84 4 1 38
TC14 133 5 1 42
SC1 107 4 1 43
SC2 122 4 1 34
SC5 82 5 2 39
MC1 101 4 1 39
BA2 32 3 1 36

a. Number of taxa present in sample that are in the orders of Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera,
and Tricoptera, or preferred salmon prey species.

b. Biomonitoring protocol for assessing benthic invertebrate communities developed by
Aquatic Biology Associates, Inc. (March 1996). Rankings are as follows: 

• 90-100 Very High—Very high habitat complexity, biotic integrity, taxa richness,
percent of cool adapted fauna, number of more specific microhabitat related taxa;
low number of tolerant taxa

• 80-89 High—High as above, low number of tolerant taxa 
• 60-79 Moderate—Moderate as above, some habitat limitations 
• 40-59 Low—Low as above, significant habitat and water quality limitations 
• <40 Severe—Severe departure from ideal conditions.

c. Two samples were taken in this reach of Boeing Creek.
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TABLE 5.
NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS AND PERCENT OF TOTAL BENTHIC INVERTEBRATE TAXA.
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BC1
Number 6 — — 10 1 — — — — 29 46
% of Total 13.0 21.7 2.2 63.0

BC2
Number 4 — 5 — — 2 — — — 40 51
% of Total 7.8 9.8 3.9 78.4

BC6
Number 5 — 9 13 — — 1 — 1 25 54
% of Total 9.3 16.7 24.1 1.9 1.9 46.3

BC7
Number — — 5 23 — — 2 — — 81 111
% of Total 4.5 20.7 1.8 72.9

BC8a
Number — — — 5 — — — — — 15 20
% of Total 25 75.0

BC8b
Number 1 — 1 1 — — — — — 34 37
% of Total 2.7 2.7 2.7 91.9

TC7
Number 4 — 27 6 — — — — — 66 103
% of Total 3.9 26.2 5.8 64.1

TC11
Number 2 — 7 9 — — — — — 66 84
% of Total 2.4 8.3 10.7 78.6

TC14
Number 2 — 76 13 — — — — 2 40 133
% of Total 1.5 57.1 9.8 1.5 30.1

SC1
Number 10 — 31 45 — — — — — 21 107
% of Total 9.3 28.9 42.1 19.6

SC2
Number 8 — 17 39 — — — — — 58 122
% of Total 6.6 13.9 32.0 47.5

SC5
Number 11 — 3 11 — — — 3 — 54 82
% of Total 13.4 3.7 13.4 3.7 65.9

MC1
Number — 1 3 18 — — — — — 79 101
% of Total 1.0 3.0 17.8 78.2

BA2
Number 2 — — — — 3 — — — 27 32
% of Total 6.3 9.4 84.4
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USBEM FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The USBEM method calls for a comparison of the level of channel or watershed
alteration determined during Phase I, Step 5, and the habitat condition outcome
determined in Phase II (Figure 6). In Phase I, it was found that all stream reaches had
experienced a moderate to high level of alteration. Phase II outcomes indicate that
habitat conditions range from fair to poor. Therefore, according to the USBEM, the
recovery options are limited for all but three reaches in the City of Shoreline. For those
reaches that were rated fair (BC1, BC8 and TC14), enhancement is recommended. 

Habitat Condition

Good Fair Poor Neg.
Level of
Channel or
Watershed
Alteration

L Preservation
Acquisition

Protect
Processes

Protect
Processes

Limited
Recovery
Options

M Protect
Processes

Enhancement Limited
Recovery
Options

Limited
Recovery
Options

H Protect
Processes

Enhancement Limited
Recovery
Options

Limited
Recovery
Options

EDUCATION

STEWARDSHIP

Figure 6. Potential Recovery Options for City of Shoreline Streams

Taking the results directly from the USBEM, the foremost option for recovery within
the Shoreline area is enhancement of the BC1, BC8 and TC14 reaches. In these areas,
there are several site-specific enhancement options to address poor or fair conditions
and improve the overall habitat conditions. 

The primary goal for protection of BC1 is stabilization of the banks. Landslides here
must be reduced to more natural levels to reduce sediment loading into the stream.
Reduction of stormwater flow down steep slopes is a primary method to provide
stabilization. All fair reaches would benefit from planting of native riparian vegetation
and underplanting of native conifers and deciduous trees, as well as eradication of
invasive plants, such as Himalayan blackberry and Japanese knotweed. At TC14, an
infestation of Japanese knotweed near the south end of Paramount Park could be
addressed to prevent further loss of native vegetation. At all sites, pieces of LW should
be placed to facilitate development of pools and provide cover for the species of
concern.
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4. WATER COURSE REACH DESCRIPTIONS 

A narrative description and summary of field data findings and potential fish passage
barriers are presented below for each reach. Benthic invertebrate data are not further
detailed, since all reach values were low for that parameter.

BOEING CREEK BASIN

Reach BC1

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 1 (BC1) extends from the upstream end of Reach BC1A to the
steel-pile dam behind the property at the end of NW 166th Street. The dam prevents
fish access to upstream reaches. Riparian condition along this open water course was
good, with a large, dense growth of native hardwoods with a medium potential for
recruitment of large wood (LW). Bank conditions were good due to little exposed soil or
artificial hardening. However, erosion and slumping were evident on the steeper ravine
banks. LW abundance was good, although most wood was smaller than key piece size
(20 inches in diameter). Embeddedness was fair. Embeddedness can be described
quantitatively or qualitatively.  For this report, embeddedness is a qualitative measure
of the amount of fine material clogging stream gravels and reduces spawning
suitability. Substrate composition was dominated by gravel or cobble in the upper
portion of the reach; downstream, sand or silt became the dominant substrate type.
Much of the reach consisted of step cascades and small, shallow pools, which
indicates poor frequency of pools suitably sized for salmonid habitat. 

A small seep enters the creek from the north approximately 750 feet upstream of the
mouth.  Its primary flow appears to originate from stormwater runoff created by the
streets and residences above the slope (NW 167th Street).

The lower portion of this reach (approximately 70 feet) is inundated by high tides and
is discussed below as Boeing Creek Reach 1A (BC1A).

Reach BC1A

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 1A (BC1A) extends about 70 feet upstream from the creek’s
mouth at Puget Sound. This open water course flows through a box culvert under the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad that was constructed in 1995 to
improve fish access. The south half of the culvert provides a low flow channel and fish
access. The north half provides overflow capacity and pedestrian access. Older twin
culverts to the south that previously carried all of the creek flow also accommodate
high flows. 

High tides can sweep into the lower portions of this reach, influencing stream depth
over the length of this reach. The lack of estuarine vegetation in this reach suggests
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that the saline influence of the high tides is of a short duration. Bank restoration has
improved the aquatic and riparian habitat in portions of this area. The riprap along
the bank, however, does not enhance habitat.

Reach BC2

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 2 (BC2) is a 680-foot reach between the steel-pile dam and Innis
Arden Road. It is directly behind several privately owned parcels. The mix of native
conifers and hardwoods along this reach is low and sparse, with moderate potential
for LW recruitment. Riparian condition and LW abundance are fair. The remainder of
the conditions were rated poor. Landslides are common, sand and silt dominate the
substrate, a cascade bedform is dominant, and pool frequency is low as a result of
filling from landslides.

This reach includes two consecutive weirs upstream of the steel-pile dam. Incision is
severe downstream of the weirs. A culvert under NW Innis Arden Way and the Hidden
Lake outlet are velocity barriers to adult and juvenile fish. 

A small seep enters this reach just above the steel-pile dam.  Its primary flow appears
to originate from stormwater runoff created by the streets and residences above the
slope along Beach Drive.

Reach BC3

Description
Boeing Creek Reach 3 (BC3) is the lower segment of a tributary that enters the main
stem of Boeing Creek on the left bank above the sheet-pile dam on BC1. It is an
intermittent stream that runs through a steep ravine in the lower reaches. Only its
bank conditions warrant a good rating; vegetation exists along the majority of both
banks and a minimal length of the bank is artificially hardened. Poor ratings are given
for the sand/silt dominant substrate, poorly formed pool-riffle stream morphology,
and lack of pools and LW. Riparian conditions were rated fair, owing to the immature
but native composition of conifers and hardwoods. Fish passage may be limited by
seasonally dry or low-flow conditions. 

Reach BC4

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 4 (BC4) is a small intermittent tributary which drains a portion of
Innis Arden. It discharges to BC1 approximately 800 feet downstream of the steel-pile
dam on the north bank. It has a steep slope in a stair-step pattern. It’s overall habitat
assessment was rated as poor due to eroding and incised banks and low amounts of
large wood. Riparian vegetation including salmonberry, thimbleberry, ocean spray and
small alders provides dense cover.
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Reach BC5

Boeing Creek Reach 5 (BC5) extends along NW Innis Arden Way from just east of
NW 166th Street to east of 6th Avenue NW. This reach is piped or in a grass-lined or
rock-lined channel without natural substrate. There was flow in this open water
course, approximately 1-inch in depth, only in the portion near the junction with the
main stem and originated from the bottom of the ditch. It is likely that there are a
number of seeps along the adjacent hillside. The only riparian vegetation was from the
side away from the road consisting of saplings growing on the slope of the hillside.
Substrate was dominated by silt with quarry spalls spread the length.  

Reach BC6

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 6 (BC6) is a highly modified segment of open water course
between NW Innis Arden Way and the confluence of BC7 and BC 8 that includes
Hidden Lake. The right bank is private property and much of the area has hiking
trails. Although riparian condition is similar to that of Reach BC2 (fair), the amount of
shading and LW is minimal. Sand and silt are dominant in the substrate and
embeddedness or percentage of fines is more than 40 percent in riffles and pools. A
moderate amount of riprap bank stabilization has been placed in this reach to
stabilize landslides. Several small springs are present on the left bank, but they do not
form defined channels.

Large slope failures occur in this area due to sandy soils and high peak flows.
Mountain beavers burrowing into the banks create a point of erosion during storm
events that likely contributes additional sand into the creek, although their impact is
minor in comparison to the high peak flows. In addition, young people using the area
for recreation have constructed tunnels in the sandy ravine slope above the creek
channel and exposed significant areas to erosion.

Two concrete weirs, 12 and 30 inches high, are present in this reach upstream of
Hidden Lake. The weirs may be fish passage barriers during low flows.

Hidden Lake is at the downstream end of this reach. Approximately 2.1 acres, this
lake was built in 1924 by constructing an earthen dam across the creek upstream of
NW Innis Arden Way. It currently contains an engineered sediment trap. A 24-inch
culvert on the left bank of the main channel just upstream of Hidden Lake acts as a
bypass channel for diverting water beneath a sand berm to the east side of the lake
during dredging. The City maintains the trap by dredging every year. There is some
concern within the City that dredging degrades the aquatic habitat in the lake. 

Reach BC7

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 7 (BC7) is a short open water course reach along the edge of
Shoreview Park from the confluence with the main stem to near NW 175th Street and
the North Pond. The right bank is bordered by private property and access is limited.
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All criteria were rated fair or poor for this reach. Riparian condition is poor, with much
of the bank zone dominated by small or sparse native hardwoods and grass. Both
banks are artificially hardened with riprap downstream of the North Pond detention
basin. Quarry spalls are present in the channel. LW and pools are very low in number
and of unsuitable size to provide viable habitat. 

The detention basin and three log weirs, with jumping heights between 15 and 30
inches, could impede upstream fish passage, especially at low flows. Removal of the
log weirs may improve juvenile fish passage, but would only provide an additional 400
feet of access upstream from the most upstream weir. Weirs may be providing
essential erosion control in the channel. 

Reach BC8

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 8 (BC8) is a branch of Boeing Creek that enters the main channel
from the left bank. This open water course extends between the western edge of
Shoreview Park and the M1 dam near the intersection of Carlyle Hall Road NW and
NW 172nd Street. Native conifers and hardwoods were present but sparse, providing
moderate potential for LW recruitment. LW abundance was at fair levels, with a small
number of key pieces, primarily in the upper end of the reach. The reach was sinuous
with a poorly defined step-pool bedform and infrequent shallow pools. A compromised
score of fair was given for the substrate, since sand and gravel were present in equal
proportion. 

Bank conditions were typically good, with perennial vegetation along approximately
80 percent of both banks and less than 20 percent of the banks artificially hardened.
Large slope failures occur in the reach due to the high peak flows that erode the toe of
already unstable slopes with exposed sands and clays. Groundwater seepage probably
exacerbates consequent erosion and sedimentation in the reach. This area, along with
much of the area in the lower basin, was mapped as a landslide hazard area. A small
spring on the right bank contributed a negligible flow to the stream. A rough-skinned
newt was observed at this reach. A small spring-fed tributary enters the right bank
approximately 800 feet upstream of the confluence of BC7 and BC8. A culvert
upstream of the spring-fed tributary is not a fish passage barrier. 

The M1 Dam, approximately 50 feet high, at the upstream end of this reach is a
passage barrier. No base flow occurs above the dam; groundwater seepage initiates a
base flow approximately 600 feet below the dam.

Reach BC9

Description

Boeing Creek Reach 9 (BC9) extends from the M1 Dam at the upper end of Reach 8
through the Shoreline Community College property and ends at the intersection of
Greenwood Avenue North and Carlyle Hall Road NW. It is bordered on the right bank
by Carlyle Hall Road NW and is primarily a channelized grass-lined open water course
with quarry spalls dominating the bottom substrate. A combination dirt and gravel
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parking lot on the Shoreline Community College Campus is within 50 feet of the left
bank and contributes sediment to this reach which did not contain water on March
31, 2004. There is a dense growth of riparian vegetation on both sides of this reach
approximately 30 feet in depth. 

Reach BC10

Boeing Creek Reach 10 (BC10) begins at the intersection of Greenwood Avenue North
and Carlyle Hall Road NW, extends along the east side of Aurora Avenue North, and
ends near North 183rd Street. It is contained primarily in pipes with short sections of
open water courses including one through Darnell Park. No natural substrate was
present. 

Reaches BC11 and BC12

Description

Boeing Creek Reaches 11 and 12 (BC11 and BC12) are primarily piped water courses
through developed residential or commercial areas north of North 175th Street. 

Reach BC11 has a short portion of an open water course on the Cristwood Community
property north of North Richmond Beach Road. On this property, runoff appears to
collect in a grass lined swale for approximately 200 feet. South of this area, mapping
indicates that the creek runs through another open area, but water was not observed
there. Flows may have been obscured by vegetation or the reach may be piped. Access
was prohibited by steep ravines and fencing. 

BC12 has several short open water course segments including one through Hillwood
Park which is approximately 500 feet long and primarily grass-lined.

THORNTON CREEK BASIN

Reach TC1

Thornton Creek Reach 1 (TC1) crosses under Interstate 5 through a 1,500-foot long
72-inch diameter culvert  from the city limit to the beginning of Reach TC2 and is
completely piped. For this reason, no data were collected.

Reach TC2

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 2 (TC2) is a concrete-lined open water course extending from
the outlet of Peverly Pond (WL-E) to a culvert under Interstate 5. It is contiguous with
TC8. Peverly Pond and TC3 flow over a concrete sill into the channel  which is formed
by TC2 and TC8 at their juncture. TC2 possesses dense riparian vegetation including
willow, alder, cottonwood and Douglas fir along with a variety of shrubs including
blackberry and salmonberry. Although the width of the vegetated banks is relatively
narrow (~10-20 feet), it supplies large wood to the open water course which provides
cover and insects for fish. The channel bottom is highly silted with no gravels
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apparent. Although the reach is concrete lined, the banks consist of soil where grasses
and other herbs have taken root. The concrete is not readily observable. There is a
thick orange and brown substance several inches thick and one square foot in area on
the bank opposite the sill. On March 30, 2004 the depth of water was approximately
12 inches with a temperature of 50 degrees F. 

Wetland Resources (2000) documented cutthroat trout, coho salmon and aquarium
billfish in this reach during a wetland evaluation of the area. Because there is an
impassible barrier under Interstate 5, it is likely that the coho salmon is a plant from a
classroom program. City staff observed fish of unknown species on August 28, 2003
and a water depth of 2 feet.

Reach TC3

Description

Beginning at the southeast corner of Twin Ponds (WL-D), Thornton Creek Reach 3
(TC3), an open water course, extends across 1st Avenue NE and ends at the western
end of Peverly Pond (WL-E), a pond/wetland area between 1st Avenue NE and
Interstate 5. Riparian conditions along this reach were poor due to the low density and
young age of the vegetation and a large infestation of Japanese knotweed. However,
vegetation was suitable for stabilizing banks, which were rated good. Substrate was
muck, embeddedness was rated poor, and no pieces of large wood (LW) or pools were
observed. Glide habitat (smooth stretches of flowing water) was dominant. The channel
had good sinuosity and connections to side channels and wetlands. A culvert beneath
1st Avenue NE may limit fish passage at low flows. Passage into the south pond of
Twin Ponds Park is good. 

Reach TC4

Description

From the southwest corner of Twin Ponds, Thornton Creek Reach 4 (TC4, Evergreen
Creek) extends to the northwest corner of the Evergreen School property, where it
enters a 40-inch culvert. Students constructed a wetland as part of the stream system
where the stream enters the culvert under Meridian Avenue and planted riparian
vegetation along this segment of stream. The students were recognized by the National
Wildlife Federation for this work. 

A detention pond that drains to this reach lies just north of the wetland. Between
Meridian Avenue and Twin Ponds, the channel is poorly defined. Both the north and
south sides of the open space had depressions, which appeared to be wetlands. The
north side had more of a defined channel with a mud bottom. No flowing or standing
water was present during the surveys. The area was dominated by non-native species
and had fair forest cover. The dominant riparian species was reed canarygrass, but
several native species were also present, including willow and red alder. Bank
condition was rated poor, since much of the bank area was exposed or artificially
hardened. Overall, this reach rated poor for habitat quality. 
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A 36-inch culvert accessible to fish crosses under a trail along the west side of the
south pond. Fish passage through the open space is likely limited to high flow events,
since low flows appear to disperse into the wetland area. 

Reach TC5

Thornton Creek Reach 5 (TC5) begins at the upper end of Reach 4 and may have
several branches extending as far as Stone Avenue North. It is primarily a piped water
course, with grass-lined and concrete-lined sections. No data were collected for this
piped reach. 

Reach TC6

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 6 (TC6) flows through Meridian Park as an open water course.
It expands into a small wetland (WL-K) in the park prior to being piped under North
167th Street, where Reach TC5 begins. The creek, approximately 3 feet wide in its
defined channel, has a muddy substrate and moderately good riparian habitat
consisting of willow trees and salmonberry. Patches of sedge and reed canarygrass
occur on portions of the banks. A staff gauge has been placed in the creek. The stream
exits the wetland complex through a 48-inch culvert under a trail constructed of fill. 

Reach TC7

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 7 (TC7) lies between the north inlet of the north pond and a
diversion structure adjacent to Interstate 5. Overall, riparian area was given a poor
score since immature trees and shrubs were sparse and many non-native plants were
present. Substrate consisted of both silt and gravel, but embeddedness was rated
poor. Due to bank hardening and sparse bank vegetation, bank condition was also
rated poor. 

The stream flows through a series of culverts in the park north of the ponds. The
northernmost culvert (24 inches in diameter) crosses beneath North 155th Street.
Passability is unknown since the upstream end of the culvert could not be accessed.
The middle culvert passes beneath a pedestrian trail and consists of three 18-inch
pipes. A jumping height of 20 inches and higher downstream flow velocity likely
prevents juvenile fish passage. Quarry spalls are present at the downstream end of
these rusting culverts. The southernmost culvert, a 40-inch pipe, also passes beneath
a pedestrian trail. It has a 6-inch jumping height and a plunge pool that slows
downstream velocity; it is not likely to be a fish passage barrier. 

The reach continues north, crossing North 155th Street in a pipe, continues for a
short stretch as an open water course until piped under a residence, and then flows
through the backyard to a pipe extending east to the diversion structure adjacent to
Interstate 5. This diversion structure is the juncture and northern terminus for Reach
TC7 and Reach TC8, which is a channelized open water course. The stream flows
through a constructed concrete-lined pond in the backyard of the residence (SPU
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1999). This section of the reach could not be evaluated due to the lack of access to the
property.

Both City and WDFW staff observed a steelhead in Reach TC7 on February 4, 2004 in
approximately 2 feet of water just north of North 155th Street. The steelhead,
approximately 27 inches long, had minor abrasions, but seemed to be in good health.
With the heavy January rains, it is likely that the steelhead was able to navigate the
long culvert under Interstate 5 and to pass over the angled sill which is approximately
8 feet in height from the creek bottom. 

Reach TC8

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 8 (TC8) begins at Peverly Pond west of Interstate 5, runs north
along the highway under North 155th Street, and ends at the diversion structure near
property at the northeast corner of St. Barnabas Church. TC8 has a thick growth of
riparian vegetation, primarily Himalayan blackberry and nightshade with cottonwood,
Douglas fir, alder and willow saplings scattered throughout. The woody vegetation is
growing along the banks of the channel . Water parsley, cattail and veronica grow in
the sediment within the channel. All three plants are obligate wetland plants and
require saturated soil for growth. Trees become more abundant and larger as the
channel passes behind the Aegis facility. 

Several hundred feet south of North 155th Street, the channel contains saturated
sediments about 30 inches in depth. An oily sheen was present. The whole area from
bank to bank (approximately 5 feet) was wet with one inch of water evident in places,
although no significant precipitation has fallen for several months prior to this
observation (August 28, 2003). Water temperature was 48 degrees F with an ambient
temperature of 56 degrees F. The source of the water is probably a high groundwater
table as Twin Ponds was historically mined for peat and the channel bottom is several
feet below the bottom of the main stem of Thornton Creek which runs parallel and
approximately several hundred yards to the west of TC8. In addition, City staff found
during rain events that runoff from Interstate 5, First Avenue NE and areas east of
Interstate 5 flow into TC8. No flow was evident at this location because of the thick
growth of vegetation in the channel. It became apparent that a diffuse flow was
occurring after examining a portion of the channel further to the south. Near the
concrete sill, there was several inches of flow occurring over a bank width of 3 feet. It
is likely that the flow was more apparent in this section of TC8 because of a more
defined channel with terraced banks within the concrete channel. Bottom substrate
was covered with silt. Similar to TC2, there is a dense growth of vegetation on each
bank.

Based on a 1963 agreement with local property owners, the diversion structure at the
north end of TC8 and the  channel which comprises both TC8 and TC2, was
constructed by the Washington Department of Transportation to divert flows over 17
cubic feet per second from the main stem portion of the stream, which passes through
Twin Ponds, and discharge it back to the main stem at Peverly Pond just below the
concrete spillway. A flow study conducted by City staff shows diversion into this ditch
occurs only at extreme rainfall events. 
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Reach TC9

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 9 (TC9) begins at the diversion structure north of North 155th
Street and, proceeding north, ends at a small pond/wetland area just south of the
Metro Bus Barn and north of North 162nd Street. The stream discharges from a 4-foot
concrete culvert on the south side of the bus barn into the wetland. The properties at
2320 North 156th Place and 2322 North 158th Street were accessed to view this
reach, which has a bank-full width of approximately 20 feet and a 6-inch water depth.
Fencing prevented access to much of the channel itself. This open water course was
concrete- and/or riprap-lined with a heavily silted bottom. Similar to TC2 and TC8,
this reach has developed wetland habitat in places signified by cattails and water
parsley. Riparian vegetation, in relatively narrow strips on each bank, consists
primarily of blackberries, reed canarygrass and willow and cottonwood saplings.

Reach TC10

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 10 (TC10) is almost entirely piped. TC10 is piped west and
north under the bus barn and opens to a short channelized open water course north
of the Metro Bus Barn prior to joining TC11. Low flows and the long pipe length could
impede fish passage.

Reach TC11

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 11 (TC11), an open water course, extends north through
private property, connecting to the piped outlet of Ronald Bog. Non-native species,
noxious weeds and artificial armoring are evident along the banks. No LW was
present. The substrate consists primarily of fines. No pools are present in this reach.
Benthic invertebrate diversity was rated poor.

A 60-inch culvert crossing beneath North 167th Street has no jumping height and is
not a velocity barrier. Low flows occurred during surveys (less than 1 inch deep). The
low flows, coupled with culverts, are potential barriers to fish passage.

Reach TC12

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 12 (TC12) is a piped segment serving as the outlet to Ronald
Bog. Because of a reverse slope and disrepair due to settling, this section backs up
flow and causes flooding during heavy rains. Otak (December 2001) recommended
constructing an open water course along this reach, which would enable a larger flow
to traverse this area and reduce flooding potential. The long outlet pipe and associated
catch basin may prevent fish passage.
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Reach TC13

Thornton Creek Reach 13 (TC13) is north of Ronald Bog, from North 175th Street to
North 180th Street.  This piped reach runs through a highly developed area. 

Reach TC14

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 14 (TC14) runs as Littles Creek through Paramount Park,
where a series of wetlands, ponds and connecting channels occur. Most of the data
collected at this palustrine channel  indicated ratings of good or fair. Riparian species
were immature native conifers or hardwoods, bank condition was good due to
sufficient bank vegetation and sparse armoring, and pool frequency was fair. Gravel
and quarry spalls were present in the lower end of the reach. Overall, this reach is one
of only three reaches in the City given a fair rating. 

Paramount Park contains a diverse vegetation community, including watercress in
portions of the stream and red elderberry, red osier dogwood, Indian plum, skunk
cabbage, hardstem bulrush, slough sedge and a variety of ferns in the wetland and
riparian corridor.

Beginning at 12th Avenue NE, the stream flows west out of a pipe, turns south as it
enters the eastern edge of Paramount Park Open Space, splits, and flows south in two
channels. The east channel, including flow from Wetland WL-I through a short
segment of an open water course, crosses beneath a pedestrian trail in a culvert that
allows fish passage. It then enters a pond, seeps into a wetland, enters a second pond,
and reconnects with the west or main channel (Littles Creek). 

The two ponds were constructed by local volunteers to enhance the wetlands under a
Water Quality Block Grant awarded by King County Department of Natural Resources.
In addition, the volunteers cleared invasive plant species, planted native vegetation,
placed large wood in the ponds and along the stream courses and established an
interpretive trail emphasizing the importance of water quality and wetlands. These
volunteers diverted the flow from an old King County detention facility into a
constructed channel to feed the wetland ponds. Small channels connect each pond
with both channels.

The west channel, which is Littles Creek proper, flows west through a City-owned
drainage tract with landscaping and property improvements on each side. This section
is prone to flooding. The west channel then turns south and enters Paramount Park. It
enters a wetland and then crosses beneath the pedestrian trail via a culvert. It
continues south until it reconnects with the east channel. 

Reach TC15

Thornton Creek Reach 15 (TC15) extends from North 150th Street to a detention pond
at North 170th Street and 15th Avenue NE. A piped segment drains the Paramount
Park playfield. It is alternately piped and ditched. Because the piped portion is longer
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than the portion of channelized open water course, this reach was mapped as a piped
water course.

Reach TC16

Thornton Creek Reach 16 (TC16) is east of 15th Avenue NE and extends from Hamlin
Park past the Shoreline city limit at NE 145th Street and joins the main Thornton
Creek system. There is a small portion of channelized open water course along this
reach. Because of the preponderance of piping, this reach was  mapped as a piped
water course.

Reach TC17

Thornton Creek Reach 17 (TC17) flows through Hamlin Park as an intermittent open
water course beginning at a pipe on the park’s northern boundary (TC18) at NE 165th
Street and 18th Avenue NE. 

Reach TC18

Thornton Creek Reach 18 (TC18) is a piped reach extending from the northern
boundary of Hamlin Park north to NE 177th Street.

Reach TC19

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 19 (TC19) is an open water course which flows into the
southeast corner of Ronald Bog after flowing through the park along Interstate 5 as a
roadside and channeled open water course (TC20). Riparian cover is fair because of
primarily alder trees along the banks; the shrub layer consisted of blackberry.
Substrate consisted of mud and sand supporting a thick growth of algae. Oil sheen
was common throughout this reach.

Reach TC20

Description

Thornton Creek Reach 20 (TC20) is also a roadside and channeled open water course
with a piped portion under North 175th Street that follows the west side of the
Interstate 5 off ramp and enters Ronald Bog Park at the northeast corner. The section
through the park is heavily vegetated with blackberries. No pools or large wood was
evident. North of North 175th the channel bottom was concrete; south of the street the
bottom consisted of grass. A small trickle of water was evident.

Reach TC21

Thornton Creek Reach 21 (TC21) is primarily a piped reach with a relatively small
section of channelized open water course in a small ravine. The piped segment runs
through Ridgecrest Park, under Interstate 5 and joins TC9.
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MIDDLE PUGET SOUND BASINS

Highlands Creek

Reaches HL1 and HL2

Description

Highlands Creek is a spring-fed stream that consists of two reaches (HL1 and HL2)
extending from just west of Spring Drive to Puget Sound. A spring and associated
wetland (WL-P) located between Cherry Loop and Spring Drive are the headwaters of
Highlands Creek; no flows occur above that location except sheet flow during heavy
rain storms. Below the spring, the channel (HL2) is poorly defined. Because of
negligible flow, no data were collected for embeddedness or benthic invertebrates.
Embeddedness can be described quantitatively or qualitatively. For this report,
embeddedness is a qualitative measure of the amount of fine material clogging stream
gravels and reduces spawning suitability. No pools were present, resulting in a poor
rating for channel form and pool frequency. No pieces of large wood (LW) were
observed. Large, dense conifers were present, as well as a number of ornamental and
non-native species. For this reason, a fair rating was given for riparian conditions. 

At Cherry Loop (HL1), the flow enters pipes, concrete pools and finally a tightline that
carries flow to the beach. This reach was mapped as a piped water course.

Innis Arden South Creek

Reach IS1

Description

During late summer of 2001, low flows (less than 1 inch) were present in Innis Arden
South Creek Reach 1 (IS1), which extends from the creek’s mouth at Puget Sound to
14th Avenue NW. This stream is locally known as Coyote Creek. This reach was found
to have poor riparian condition, substrate composition, channel pattern, LW and pool
frequency. Bank condition was fair. Embeddedness and benthic invertebrate data were
not collected since substrate was primarily fines. The area is dominated by non-native
species. Banks show evidence of slumping and eroding along more than 20 percent of
the reach, and no pools or LW were observed. 

West of 14th Avenue NW, the creek is confined in a deep ravine with no defined
channel. Vegetation covered the entire ravine floor; water was not present. 

At the lower end of the reach, the flow enters a plastic pipe for approximately 300 feet
down an extremely high gradient ravine. Fish passage is not possible due to the
piping. Removal of the piping may not result in increased passage, since extreme
gradients and intermittent flows would remain. A culvert beneath the railroad may
prevent fish entry into the creek during low tides. Another culvert, beneath 14th
Avenue NW, could impede fish passage at low flows.



City of Shoreline Stream Inventory and Assessment…

32

Reach IS2

Description

Innis Arden South Creek Reach 2 (IS2) extends from 14th Avenue NW upstream for
approximately 400 feet and then splits into three or more branches. These branches
come together at the private property on 1302 NW 175th Street. No water was present
in any branch and it is likely that this reach is highly intermittent, having flows only
after heavy rains and for a very short time following rain events. No pools or LW were
observed in these branches of undefined bedform, although banks were fairly
stabilized by thin, immature stands of native hardwoods. On the northern branch,
blackberries were the dominant vegetation. For these reasons, the overall rating for
this reach was poor. 

East of 14th Avenue NW, the creek is confined in a deep ravine with no defined
channel. Vegetation covered the entire ravine floor; water was not present. 

Innis Arden North Creek

Reach IN1

Description

Innis Arden North Creek Reach 1 (IN1), known locally as Blue Heron Creek, begins at
Puget Sound and ends west of 14th Avenue NW. This reach is within the private open
spaces of the Blue Heron Reserve east of the BNSF tracks. The stream in this reach is
confined in a ravine with no defined bedform and few, shallow pools. Several landslide
scars were observed. Ratings for all criteria were poor. The riparian species were
primarily hardwoods and non-native species of immature size. The high level of sand
and silt indicated poor benthic invertebrate habitat; samples were not taken due to
unsuitable substrate. 

Flow depth at the time of survey in April of 2001 was less than 2 inches. It likely
decreases to no flow during summer months. The gradients recorded for IN1, IN2 and
IN3 were 7.4 percent to 8.3 percent, which fish typically are able to ascend. However,
given the lack of wood capable of forming step pools, juvenile and adult upstream
migration may be hindered. A 36-inch culvert beneath the railroad may prevent
passage during low flows or low tides. 

Reach IN2

Description

Approximately 1,200 feet upstream of the mouth, this creek splits into two branches:
the south branch Innis Arden North Creek containing Reach 2 (IN2) and Reach 3 (IN3)
and the north branch Innis Arden North Creek containing Reach 4 (IN4) and Reach 5
(IN5). 

Reach IN2 ends at Springdale Court NW and is primarily contained in the Blue Heron
Reserve. This reach is confined in a high-gradient channel, is straightened, and has no
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pools and lacks channel roughness that large wood can typically provide. The riparian
area is dominated by non-native species with sparse growth of native hardwoods and
offering little potential for LW recruitment. Substrate was dominated by sand and silt
with high levels of embeddedness. All criteria were rated poor at this reach, except
bank condition, since more than 50 percent of the bank had some form of vegetation
holding it in place. The culvert under Springdale Court NW is perched with a 5-foot
drop and is impassable at all flows.

Reach IN3

Description

IN3 extends upstream from NW Springdale Court to approximately NW 180th Street,
crossing under NW Innis Arden Road. Like IN2, IN3 flows through a steep channel
with few pools and little LW. Substrate was rated poor with high levels of
embeddedness. Upstream of NW Innis Arden Road, the channel is poorly defined,
experiences only ephemeral flows and passes through residential areas with poor
riparian cover. Culverts at Ridgefield Road NW and NW Innis Arden Road could
impede fish passage at low flows.

Reach IN4

Description

IN4 extends from the upstream end of reach IN1 to Ridgefield Road NW. No water was
present in the reach during the time of survey and many of the in-stream data were
not collected. The riparian area consisted of thin, immature stands of native conifers
and hardwoods and no LW was observed. The channel was of undefined bedform, had
no pools and was confined in a steep ravine for the portion not on private property. A
few areas of slumping were evident, although vegetation was present along most of the
banks, resulting in a fair rating for bank condition. 

Seasonally low and intermittent flows prevent fish passage. Culverts are present
beneath Springdale Court NW and Ridgefield Road NW. Since this reach only
experiences seasonal flows, removal of any culverts would increase upstream habitat
accessibility on a seasonal basis. Removal of the culverts, however, could increase
function and value of downstream segments through the addition of allocanthous
material. This is material derived from the canopy in the immediate vicinity of a
stream, lake or wetland and typically consists of branches, twigs, leafs, pollen and
insects.

Reach IN5

IN5 is entirely piped from Ridgefield Road NW to NW Richmond Beach Road.
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Storm Creek

Reach SC1

Description

Storm Creek Reach 1 (SC1) begins at the mouth of Storm Creek at Puget Sound and
continues to 15th Avenue NW, passing through a private open space called the Eagle
Creek Reserve owned by the Innis Arden Club, a neighborhood association. It is
confined within a very steep ravine between the mouth and 17th Place NW; this short
portion has almost vertical slopes made up of glacial till. It appears to be unstable,
with evidence of frequent slides. 

Above 17th Place NW, the creek runs through a narrow, undeveloped valley. Erosion is
severe throughout this reach. Non-native species such as English ivy, laurel and holly
have spread into parts of the preserve from adjoining property. There is a paved
portion of the creek approximately 800 feet upstream from the mouth where Ronald
Wastewater District repaired a faulty sewer line. This presents a potential fish passage
barrier. The reach had many cascades. Riparian vegetation was mixed native and non-
native species and the presence of LW was very low, with less than 0.15 key pieces per
bank-full width. Silt and gravel were co-dominant substrates and embeddedness was
rated fair. Due to landslides, banks were poorly defined in places and bank conditions
were rated poor.

Reach SC2

Description
Storm Creek Reach 2 (SC2) begins at 15th Avenue NW and ends just north of NW
191st Street on private property at 19118 15th Avenue NW. Flows were less than 2
inches deep at the time of survey. Riparian areas consisted of non-native species,
bank condition was poor due to hardening and no LW was observed. No pools were
present and the channel was poorly defined having no pool-riffle complexes. Substrate
was dominated by silt, but gravel was present and embeddedness was fair. Two
culverts, beneath 15th Avenue NW and NW 191st Street, were inaccessible for
observation. 

Reaches SC3 and SC4

Description

Storm Creek Reaches 3 and 4 (SC3 and SC4) split from the upper end of Reach SC2,
forming two branches. Reach SC3 extends about 400 feet north of NW Richmond
Beach Road and ends east of the Meadowbrook Apartment complex near Wetland WL-
N. Reach SC4 extends north and then east across NW Richmond Beach Road, then
reconnects with SC3.

These reaches are in highly developed areas on each side of NW Richmond Beach Road
and are alternately in pipes and  open water courses as they run through apartment
and residential complexes. Low flows were present during surveys (less than 1 inch
deep). No pools or LW were evident. Substrate was primarily silt. Water temperature
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was 50 degrees F (March 30, 2004). Riparian species were predominantly non-native,
including blackberry and grasses.  Both of these  channelized reaches were mapped
as open water courses..

Reach SC5

Description

Storm Creek Reach 5 (SC5) is a very short reach (300 feet) that begins north of the
Meadowbrook Apartment Complex, where Reach SC4 ends. This reach collects flow
from stormwater pipes exiting from Syre Elementary School and from NW 195th
Street. In addition, this reach collects some flow exiting from Wetland WL-N to the
east.  Most of this reach was rock-lined by private owners and therefore rated poor for
bank condition. No pools were observed. Embeddedness was rated poor and substrate
consisted primarily of fines. A few small pieces of LW were present, but of unsuitable
size to provide cover. 

Fish passage may be constrained in this reach by low flows and by rock weirs
constructed on private property. However, Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) staff trapped cutthroat trout in this reach during the summer of 1999
(Hennick 1999). The presence of these fish indicates their resilience to adverse living
conditions. Even streams with poor habitat can and do support fish. Removal of fish
migration barriers need not be considered pointless when the habitat upstream is
ranked as poor. 

Reach SC6

Description

Storm Creek Reach 6 (SC6) runs from just south of North 195th Street to the property
at 1233 NW 199th Place and is entirely piped. No data were collected here; this reach
was mapped as a piped water course.

Upper Puget Sound South Creek

Reach USSS1

Description

South Upper Puget Sound South Creek Reach 1 (USSS1) flows into Puget Sound
through a culvert southwest of the intersection of NW 194th Place and Richmond
Beach Drive NW. This channelized reach, approximately 3-feet wide, 1-inch deep and
with a spall bottom, was mapped as an open water course  and flows along the west
side of the  BNSF railroad tracks. There were no pools or LW. The most common
vegetation associated with the reach is reed canarygrass, horsetail and blackberry.
The reach extends to the NW 196th Street bridge over the railroad tracks, about 850
feet north of the outlet culvert. 
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Reach USSS2

Description

South Upper Puget Sound South Creek Reach 2 (USSS2) is a channelized 800-foot
stretch of an open water course along the BNSF railroad tracks. Reach USSS2 begins
at the NW 196th Street bridge and ends at the subbasin divide between MSN-F and
MSN-H at NW 198th Street. Water appears to collect in Reach USSS2 and can flow
over either north or south depending on the grade and water surface elevation. No
pools or LW were evident; the bottom substrate was a mix of quarry spalls and silt.
Again, reed canarygrass, horsetail and blackberry grow on the banks of this reach.

Reach USS1

Description

Upper Puget Sound South Creek Reach 1 (USS1) is an channelized open water course
that begins at the divide between Subbasins MSN-F and MSN-H. This reach extends
north about 500 feet and flows into Reach USN1 just upstream of the culvert below
the BNSF railroad tracks. Like the previous reaches, pools and LW were not evident;
the 1-inch depth of water flowed north and eventually into WL-M.

Reach USS2

Description

Upper Puget Sound South Creek Reach 2 (USS2) extends from 25th Avenue NW to
Barnacle Creek (Upper Puget Sound North Creek Reach 1). Low flows (less than 1 inch
deep) occurred during surveys of this reach, which is confined in steep ravines.
Blackberries were the dominant riparian species, followed closely by ornamentals
planted on and adjacent to private parcels. The channel was silty and had no pools or
LW. While the latter criteria were rated poor, bank condition was rated fair. 

Low flows and extreme gradients through the steep ravine are fish passage barriers.
The wetland (WL-M) has a poorly defined channel confluence with Barnacle Creek, but
under high tidal influence would allow access into the wetland area and the
subsequent upstream portion of USS2. Extreme gradients may preclude fish from
passing into the upper portion of the reach.

Reach USS3

Description

Upper Puget Sound South Creek Reach 3 (USS3) extends from the upper end of Reach
USS2 (25th Avenue NW) to 23rd Place NW. The reach ends about 150 feet northwest of
the intersection of 23rd Place NW and 21st Place NW. This reach is entirely piped, with
the exception of a small section of open water course between 23rd Avenue NW and
23rd Place NW.
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Upper Puget Sound North Creek

Reach USNN1

Description

North Upper Puget Sound North Creek Reach 1 (USNN1) begins in Snohomish County
in the vicinity of Point Wells. This reach is a channelized open water course and flows
south into Puget Sound through a culvert. The outlet culvert is just north of NW 204th
Street. A portion of this reach continues south and connects with the upper portion of
Reach USN1. Water depth was 1 inch and an oil sheen was evident. No pools or LW
were associated with this reach. Water temperature was 54 degrees F (March 30,
2004). High flows or flows at high tide may drain south into Reach USN1. 

Reach USN1

Description

Upper Puget Sound North Creek Reach 1 (USN1), known locally as Barnacle Creek, is
west of Richmond Beach Drive NW and is the outlet of the creek into the Puget Sound.
The lower section of Barnacle Creek is tidally influenced upstream for a distance of
approximately 20 feet. Railroad tracks border the stream for approximately 100 yards,
eliminating vegetative cover from the stream bank. Channel substrate is dominated by
sand with a gravel component. This narrow channel flows parallel and adjacent to a
0.5- to 1-acre wetland (WL-M) where riparian vegetation provides good cover.
Tributaries to this stream run through backyards, where they are highly manipulated
into manicured landscape. Trash and debris are present in a portion of the wetland
area. Riparian vegetation is mixed, including young and mature coniferous and
deciduous trees. Overall, the rating for this area is poor. (See the description of
Wetland WL-M for more information.)

A culvert that conveys flow to Puget Sound from east of the railroad was fully
submerged during surveys. It does not appear to be a fish passage barrier. 

Reach USN2

Description

Upper Puget Sound North Creek Reach 2 (USN2) extends eastward from Richmond
Beach Drive NW and discharges to USN1 after passing under Richmond Beach Drive
NW. It is entirely piped.

Reach USN3

Description

Upper Puget Sound North Creek Reach 3 (USN3) is an open water course that runs
through a steep ravine and is confined by residential development. All ratings for this
reach were poor due to the area being highly developed. Vegetation was sparse and
non-native vegetation was present. Banks were poorly vegetated and armored. No
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pools or LW were observed and substrate was primarily silt. It is likely that flow occurs
throughout the year.

A 24-inch concrete culvert beneath NW 204th Street is not a fish passage barrier. A
second culvert, upstream of NW 204th Street beneath a private access road, could
impede fish passage. However, extreme gradients and low flows likely present a greater
fish passage barrier than the presence of culverts. The lack of riparian vegetation
precludes the natural process of step pool formation from LW.

McALEER AND LYON CREEK BASINS

McAleer Creek

Reach MC1

Description

McAleer Creek Reach 1 (MC1) extends from NE 196th Street to Forest Park Drive NE.
Portions of this reach were lined with a mixture of native and non-native vegetation of
unsuitable size to provide shade, cover or large wood (LW) recruitment. However, there
were sections with vegetated banks, and considerable riparian cover remains in this
reach especially in the area associated with wetland (WL-V). Approximately 58 percent
of the 50-foot riparian corridor is forested. Pools were only present as step pools
formed by weirs. The channel provided poorly defined pool-riffle complexes. Many
private landowners had lined the creek with riprap or other bank hardening materials.
In the developed areas of the stream, bank hardening has constricted the stream and
resulted in a scoured and incised channel. 

Within the channel, gravel or cobble was subdominant; however, it was heavily
cemented with sediment. Embeddedness was rated poor. Embeddedness can be
quantitative and qualitative. For this report, embeddedness is a qualitative measure of
the amount of fine material clogging stream gravels, which reduces spawning
suitability. This reach had an overall average score close to fair, but more criteria were
given poor ratings. For this reason, the overall rating is poor. 

The McAleer Creek Regional Detention Pond is on the north side of NE 196th Street
approximately 500 feet east of 15th Avenue NE. The detention facility is controlled by
a sluice gate that is typically left open and passable to fish. A large box culvert with a
graveled bottom enables the stream to flow under NE 196th Street.

A 48-inch box culvert crossing beneath 15th Avenue NE has no drop but may be a
velocity barrier to juvenile fish. KCM (1983) reported that this culvert may be a low-
flow barrier for fish passage. A 72-inch diameter culvert beneath Forest Park Drive NE
is not likely to be a fish passage barrier. The upstream end of the culvert was not
accessible. Daley (2004) found a temporary passage barrier due to improper
maintenance. Replacement of the 15th Avenue NE culvert may open access to juvenile
salmonids for an additional 2,000 feet upstream.

Upstream of Forest Park Drive NE the creek is open for only 24 feet before it enters a
66-inch culvert under the south cloverleaf on-ramp for I-5. Within the south



…4.  WATER COURSE REACH DESCRIPTIONS

39

cloverleaf, the stream exhibits a scoured trapezoidal form. The average width of the
creek in this reach is approximately 10 feet. 

Reach MC2

McAleer Creek Reach 2 (MC2) follows along the west side of 6th Avenue NE and turns
east along NE 200th Street before passing under Interstate 5. This channelized open
water course portion is alternately piped and ditched along roadways. The piped
portion runs beneath Interstate 5 and continues east to discharge into MC1 through a
42-inch concrete culvert with wing walls near a wastewater pumping station. This
reach did not contain water and had no LW or pools. The open channel is concrete for
most of the length with quarry spawl comprising a portion of the channel.

Reach MC3

McAleer Creek Reach 3 (MC3) is a combined piped and channelized open water course
reach that passes through the south off-ramp of Interstate 5 at NE 205th Street. The
300-foot open water course portion is a grassy swale in the cloverleaf.

McAleer Creek Tributaries

Reaches MT1 and MT2

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 1 (MT1), a segment of Whisper Creek, is almost
entirely on private property between NE 195th and 16th Avenue NE just west of Lago
Place NE. MT2 is just south of Reach MT1, running from 15th Avenue NE to Whisper
Creek at the City boundary. Localized springs are the major sources of flow in these
reaches.

Both reaches have several road crossings, including 16th and 18th Avenues NE, and
are primarily modified natural channels with short open water course and piped water
course sections. Flows may contribute significantly to McAleer Creek during the
winter. The channels are highly modified, with few natural in-stream formations of
pools and riffles. No LW pieces were observed; the majority of riparian species were
non-native. Bank condition was rated poor due to extensive bank hardening through
private property and piped portions. Gravel was a subdominant substrate, but sand
and silt were present in large amounts. Overall, both reaches are rated poor.

Low to no flows and piped and culverted sections may be barriers to fish passage.
Culverts are present at the 16th and 18th Avenues NE road crossings. Velocities could
not be recorded due to extremely low flows and it is not known whether the culverts
pose fish passage problems at higher flows. 
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Reach MT3

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 3 (MT3) begins west of 15th Avenue NE and generally
flows west and joins Whisper Creek just south of MT2. Localized springs are the major
source of this reach, which flows primarily through residential yards.

This tributary is very narrow, with a gravel substrate intermixed with a large amount
of sand and silt. Riparian vegetation is minimal over most of this reach. Frequently,
lawns were mowed to the stream’s edge. Other than artificial pools, streambed
structure was poor and extensive glide habitat was present, consisting of smoothly
flowing water.

Reach MT4

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 4 (MT4) originates from springs and flows into Whisper
Creek. The northern portion of MT8 discharges to MT4 east of 18th Avenue NE. The
reach has a dense growth of riparian vegetation, including alder and willow, which
supplies LW and structure to the reach. Substrate is primarily gravel, with a
substantial sand component. Bank condition is fair with no apparent hardening.

Reach MT5

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 5 (MT5), a reach of Whisper Creek west of Lago Place
NE, has a dense but narrow riparian corridor providing shade and LW. Channel width
is approximately 5 feet. Substrate consists of gravel with a mix of sand and mud.

Reach MT6

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 6 (MT6) is locally referred to as Sarah’s Creek and
flows through the City along 23rd Avenue NE for only about 400 feet before
discharging to Whisper Creek in the City of Lake Forest Park. Significant riparian
vegetation is lacking. The stream bed possesses a good assortment of gravels and little
embeddedness. Portions of the banks are hardened.

Reach MT7

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 7 (MT7), known as Cedarbrook Creek, drains the area
around Cedarbrook School and NE Perkins Way. One channeled open water course
segment from the south part of Reach MT8 joins with MT7 at the Cedarbrook School
playfield, where they are piped to Whisper Creek. MT 7, a perennial stream, lies along
the west side of the school, flowing through thickets of primarily blackberries and
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laurel that provide dense cover. There are alder and cedar trees scattered along the
reach. The substrate is primarily sand and mud with little LW evident. Fishery habitat
is poor because of the small size of this stream, no channel complexity  and lack of
native riparian vegetation.

Reach MT8

Description

McAleer Creek Tributary Reach 8 (MT8) is a matrix of piped and channeled open water
course segments, most of which occur along roadways between 16th Avenue NE and
Lago Place NE and NE 190th and NE 186th Streets. The northern part of the system
discharges to MT4; the southern part discharges to Whisper Creek (MT5) through the
pipeline under Cedarbrook School.

Echo Lake Creek

Reach EL1

Description

Echo Lake Creek Reach 1 (EL1) extends from Echo Lake to Lake Ballinger in
Snohomish County. It flows through a channeled open water course without natural
substrate between North 203rd Street and North 200th Street. The remainder of the
reach is piped. No flow was observed during surveys; in-stream data were not
collected. The open ditch area is approximately 5 feet wide and riprap-lined with silt
substrate and is dominated by non-native species such as blackberries, ivy and
grasses. Fish passage is limited by low or intermittent flows, rock-lined portions and
extensive piped sections.

Reach EL2

Description

The downstream end of Echo Lake Creek Reach 2 (EL2) is the inlet to Echo Lake. This
piped reach extends from the lake to the intersection of North 192nd Street and
Aurora. It is piped for its entire length.

Ballinger Creek

Reach BA1

Ballinger Creek Reach 1 (BA1) begins near the City of Shoreline boundary at
NE 195th Street and continues to the southeast corner of Bruggers Bog Park. This
reach is primarily piped, with a small segment of an open water course at its southern
end. Piping beneath 25th Avenue NE does not appear to be a fish passage barrier, but
it might hinder access at extremely low flows. 
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Reach BA2

Description

Ballinger Creek Reach 2 (BA2) passes through Bruggers Bog Park. Based on the
numerous old western red cedar stumps with platform notches and the damp soil, it is
likely that much of the park was once a wetland that since has been drained and/or
filled. All ratings for this reach, except for fish passage, were poor. The riparian area
consisted primarily of grass that is regularly mowed and no LW pieces were present.
Silt and sand were dominant substrates and embeddedness was poor. Few pools were
present. Much of the private portions had artificially hardened banks. A few areas may
be suitable for coho or cutthroat spawning, but the large amount of fines in the reach
likely would inhibit this activity. This reach is hydraulically connected with the
adjacent wetland (WL-T) as it leaves the park. 

Ballinger Creek enters the north end of Bruggers Bog Park via three concrete culverts
each less than 2 feet in diameter at the downstream end of BA4. The jumping height
from the water surface to the bottom edge of these culverts is a minimum of 30 inches,
presenting a fish passage constraint. A channeled open water course (BA3) with very
low flow drains into BA2 at this point.

The creek runs alongside a parking lot for more than 100 feet. Support material for
the fill under the parking lot, which appears to be a crib wall of concrete ecology
blocks, constitutes the left bank for long portions of this reach. Two culverts, which
drain a parking lot, discharge stormwater into the creek and a small spring-fed
tributary enters Ballinger Creek from the left bank. Beyond the parking lot, the creek
passes through another culvert (27 inches in diameter) under the access road for
Bruggers Bog Park. This culvert has a small jumping height (4 inches) and flow
velocities of less than 0.8 feet per second, which is passable for fish. 

Reach BA3

Description

Ballinger Creek Reach 3 (BA3) carries drainage from the adjacent hillside and park to
the main channel of Ballinger Creek at the northwest corner of Bruggers Bog Park; it
flows along the west edge of the park and immediately east of a King County
maintenance yard. There is probably a hydraulic connection with the wetland (WL-T)
along the south edge of the park, although there was no apparent surface connection.
The substrate was organic, and native vegetation such as cattail and water parsley
grew in several areas. Standing water exhibited an oil sheen. This reach had probably
been dug many years ago to help drain the wetland and receive runoff from the hillside
to the west.  

Reach BA4

Description

Ballinger Creek Reach 4 (BA4) begins at the northwest corner of Bruggers Bog Park
and continues to the north city limit at NE 205th Street. The stream is piped through
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the Ballinger Creek Condominiums except for a few short sections of open channel
through manicured landscaping; the channel is open from the trash rack at
NE 200th Street upstream to the city limit. As addressed under BA2, the three
concrete culverts at the downstream end of this reach present an upstream barrier to
fish. A small tributary flows from east to west along the north side of NE 200th Street
and enters BA4 near the trash rack. City staff noted flow in the summer of 2001 and a
wetland fringe adjacent to the stream.

Riparian vegetation consisted mostly of Himalayan blackberries and a few 20- to 30-
year-old alders; bank condition was stable. The width of riparian vegetation was
approximately 50 feet on both sides near NE 200th Street, but it rapidly decreased
upstream, and at NE 203rd Street it was less than 10 feet. Sand and gravel were co-
dominant, but embeddedness was poor and riprap was present upstream of NE 200th
Street. The reach has no natural meanders and runs between residential homes and
beneath road crossings at NE 200th Street and NE 203rd Street.

Reach BA5

Ballinger Creek Reach 5 (BA5) is primarily piped and running south along 25th
Avenue NE then turning west as a channeled open water course south of NE 200th
Street and discharging into Reach BA2.
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5. DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY 

The USBEM protocol indicates poor scores (Table 2) for nearly all stream reaches in
the City of Shoreline. Generally, this is a result of the highly urbanized and altered
condition of the watersheds. Riparian conditions were typically poor or fair in all
reaches and many non-native, noxious, and ornamental species were present. Mature
riparian vegetation can provide shade to a stream, lowering water temperatures and
providing cover to aquatic and terrestrial species. As a result of poor riparian
conditions, the recruitment potential for LW is low. LW is necessary for the formation
of pools, retention of coarse bedload materials, and to provide cover. 

Most channel types were high or moderate gradient contained channels; according to
the USBEM methodology, these channels can provide well-formed pool-riffle or step-
pool bedforms. These habitats provide spawning, rearing, and staging areas for fish.
Streams within the City of Shoreline, however, have no well-defined habitat complexes.
Substrates are primarily silt and sand, with few areas of suitable spawning gravels.
Embeddedness is typically fair or poor, indicating that gravels are largely filled in with
fines and do not provide quality spawning and rearing habitat. Passage barriers are
present preventing fish access to many reaches.

The three reaches rated fair—Boeing Creek Reaches 1 and 8 and Thornton Creek
Reach 14—have several advantages over other reaches. BC1 had the most mature and
dense riparian vegetation and a good number of LW key pieces. The riparian zone was
also much larger than that of other reaches because the steep slope of the riparian
zone prevented residential development. Stream bank condition was also good in that
banks were vegetated and not artificially armored. Substrate was a mixture of gravel
and sand dominant areas and embeddedness was poor indicating the gravels were
clogged with sand and/or silt reducing spawning suitability. The flume under the
railroad likely prevents fish passage only seasonally during low flows. The primary
detriment to habitat quality in this reach is the significant amount of sediment from
landslides in the ravine. The sediment fills in pools and reduces fish habitat. The
landslides are likely due to increased stormwater runoff from developed areas adjacent
to Boeing Creek. 

Reach BC8 had native conifers, some of significant size and cover. Bank condition was
rated good for the same reasons as BC1. Fewer LW key pieces were present than in
BC1, but there were many more than in most other reaches. Substrate was a mixture
of gravel and sand. Fish passage, although blocked at the upper end of BC8, would
not otherwise be impeded in this reach except at low flows. 

Reach TC14, the segment of Thornton Creek running through Paramount Park, had
high sinuosity and was connected to side channels and wetlands. It had native
riparian species and more than 80 percent of its bank area was vegetated, although
only immature and sparse conifers and hardwoods were present. No passage barriers
were present. 

The benthic invertebrate bioassessment revealed that most samples (with index
numbers less than 40) contained an invertebrate community composed of a very low
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diversity of species. However, the species present in the greatest numbers were those
that are typically tolerant of toxic conditions. The creeks sampled were observed to
have a very sandy, unstable substrate and a severely stressed habitat as a result of
eroding banks and other sediment input caused by high peak flows. It is likely that
these conditions prevent a diverse and rich benthic invertebrate community from
becoming established. Given the community structure observed, it is likely that other
limiting factors are present, such as significant levels of pollutants, which would
greatly diminish the ability of Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, and Tricoptera to survive.
This is also an indication that, although habitat conditions are not completely suitable
for diverse benthic invertebrates, they have the potential to become suitable with the
proper enhancement and protection, if sediments are stabilized.

The USBEM provides a baseline assessment of stream habitat conditions to determine
a stream’s capacity to support salmonid species of concern. This survey indicates that
open water courses in the City of Shoreline have poor to fair habitat with documented
anadromous salmon use; it does not reflect the conditions for the many other aquatic
and wildlife species present in the area and therefore does not accurately reflect the
importance of protecting necessary processes. Resident cutthroat trout habitat could
be enhanced regardless of the status of fish passage barriers lower in the watersheds.

Most of the streams in Shoreline are headwater areas, which are most valuable for
maintaining low flows and water quality. The State 303(d) list of impaired water bodies
includes Thornton, McAleer and Lyon Creeks as streams which exceed the State
standard for fecal coliform. Habitats necessary for other aquatic and terrestrial species
were present in many of the less developed areas. Boeing Creek, in particular, had a
moderately mature riparian zone that was undeveloped for over 200 feet in width in
the lowest reach and likely provides habitat for several common native species of birds
and small mammals. Evidence of amphibians in BC8 is an indicator that, although
habitat use is negligible for salmonids, other species are present and in need of
habitat protection and enhancement.
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1. INTRODUCTION

As part of its effort to characterize aquatic resources, the City of Shoreline contracted with
Tetra Tech/KCM to conduct an inventory and classification of existing wetlands in the City.
Tetra Tech/KCM classified the wetlands according to the Classification of Wetlands and
Deepwater Habitats of the United States, prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Cowardin, et al. 1979), which is the classification used in the National Wetlands Inventory
(NWI). 

Wetlands are an essential part of a properly functioning watershed, benefiting both human
and wildlife populations. Wetlands provide fish and wildlife with refuge and cover for
nesting, mating, rearing, and foraging. They are also valuable to the surrounding human
community for flood mitigation, storm abatement, sediment retention, aquifer recharge,
water quality improvement and aesthetic qualities (Mitsch and Gosselink 1986). Shoreline’s
critical areas code establishes an overall goal of maintaining no net loss of the function,
value and acreage of wetlands within the City. 

A wetland inventory was conducted in October and November of 2001 to identify significant
unmapped wetlands and to classify both previously known and unknown wetlands within
the City boundaries. This wetland inventory was not exhaustive, but addressed wetlands
that were known from the City’s GIS wetland layer (primarily wetlands identified from the
National Wetland Inventory), wetlands that were subjects of development reports supplied
by the City and wetlands readily identified from aerial photography. Each of these areas
was visited and ground-truthed to determine whether it qualifies as a wetland. Areas that
were determined to be wetlands were visually assessed for classification. This report
describes major wetlands and those wetlands for which the City had development reports
and classifies them according to the federal system. Figures 1 through 4 in Appendix A
shows the location of these wetlands within the various drainage basins within the City of
Shoreline.

This report does not address small previously unmapped wetlands associated with stream
reaches inventoried in the City of Shoreline Stream Inventory and Assessment (Tetra Tech
2004). There are many small wetland areas in the riparian zone of most streams. However,
previously mapped wetlands along streams in the City were visited and classified.
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2. METHODS

Data collected for wetland classification for this report included the estimated size of the
wetland, wetland vegetation classes present, and estimated area of open water. Wetland
size was estimated based on vegetation and soil indicators. Plants were identified using
Hitchcock and Cronquist (1973). Wetland delineations were not conducted; therefore the
actual size and boundary of most of the wetlands are not precisely known. Wetland classes
were determined using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service report (Cowardin, et al. 1979)
based on visual estimation of dominant vegetation species and vegetation cover. Area of
open water was also estimated visually. All field surveys were conducted in October 2001.
The USFWS Cowardin classification system, which has no regulatory status, is described
below.

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service classification (Cowardin et. al 1979) places the wetland
into a system category first, and then subcategorizes the wetland into a class based on the
vegetation present. All wetlands that were identified in this study fall under the system
category, “palustrine,” which is defined as follows:

• Water regime not influenced by oceanic tides
• Persistent emergents, trees, shrubs, or emergent mosses covering

30 percent or more of the area. 

Identified Shoreline wetlands were classified in the following classes based on vegetation:
• Aquatic Bed: Vegetation composed predominantly of plants that grow

principally on or below the surface of the water for most of the growing
season in most years

• Emergent Wetland: Vegetation composed predominantly of emergent,
vascular species

• Forested Wetland: Vegetation composed predominantly of trees or shrubs
that are 20 feet or taller

• Scrub-Shrub Wetland: Vegetation composed predominantly of trees or
shrubs that are less than 20 feet tall.
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3. RESULTS

Twenty-four previously unmapped areas were identified as potential wetlands: nine in the
Boeing Creek watershed, six in the Middle Puget Sound watersheds (North and South), two
in the McAleer Creek watershed, and seven in the Thornton Creek watershed. Based on
field visits, four of the 24 were found to be wetlands. In addition, 17 previously mapped
wetland areas were verified for size, location and classification. 

The majority of wetlands in the City are palustrine wetlands under the federal
classification, since they have 30 percent or greater vegetation cover. A description of each
wetland and its federal classification is presented below and summarized in Table 1. 

BOEING CREEK BASIN

Wetlands

Wetland A, Hidden Lake

Description

Existing mapping for Hidden Lake, located in Reach BC6, shows that wetlands are present
along the majority of the lake boundary. Although the lake was artificially created when a
dam was constructed, the wetlands have formed naturally under these conditions.
Originally this area consisted of a small pond surrounded by a series of wetlands. In 1920,
this area was dredged and enlarged to create a fishing pond. Both forested and emergent
wetland classes are present around the periphery of the lake. King County (October 1994)
described Hidden Lake as associated with three palustrine wetlands: scrub-shrub
(0.16 acre); emergent/scrub-shrub (0.07 acre); and forested (1.29 acres).
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TABLE 1.
WETLAND CLASSIFICATIONS.

Site Location
Size

(acres)
Wetland Classes

Present (Cowardin, et
al. 1979)

Boeing Creek Basins
A Hidden Lake 1.5 Palustrine Forested

Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Palustrine Emergent

B Boeing Creek Reach 3 <0.5 Palustrine Forested
Thornton Creek Basin

C Meridian Avenue 4 Palustrine Forested
D Twin Ponds 2.4 Palustrine Forested

Palustrine Emergent
E Peverly Pond 1-2 Palustrine Forested 

Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Palustrine Emergent

F Paramount Park 6.9 Palustrine Forested
Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Palustrine Emergent

G Thornton Creek Reach 13 0.4 Palustrine Forested
H Ronald Bog 1 Palustrine Forested

Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Paulstrine Emergent

I Kim Wetland (Part of
Paramount Park Wetland)

0.4 Palustrine Forest
Palustrine Scrub-Shrub

J Interstate 5 and
North 152nd Street

0.4 Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Palustrine Emergent

K Meridian Park 1.1 Palustrine Forested
Palustrine Scrub-Shrub

L Cromwell Park 0.3 Palustrine Forested
Palustrine Scrub-Shrub

Middle Puget Sound Basins
M Upper Puget Sound 0.5-1 Palustrine Forested
N NW 195th Street and 12th

Avenue NW
1-2 Palustrine Forested

Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
O Seattle Golf Course 2.1 Palustrine Emergent

Aquatic Bed
P Highlands Creek 0.5 Palustrine Emergent 
Q Richmond Beach Park 1 Palustrine Forested

Palustrine Emergent 
R 19620 14th Avenue NW >1 Palustrine Forested

McAleer and Lyon Creek Basins
S Echo Lake 0.2 Palustrine Scrub-Shrub

Palustrine Emergent
Palustrine Aquatic Bed

T Bruggers Bog <0.5 Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Palustrine Emergent

U McAleer Creek Reach 1 1 Palustrine Forested
Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
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Wetland B, Boeing Creek Reach 3

Description

Previous mapping of this wetland indicated that it was adjacent to, but off-line from, Reach
BC3 of Boeing Creek; the wetland was found to be directly adjacent to the creek. No flow
was present in the creek at the time of survey, but soil was saturated and there were small
pockets of standing water. The dominant species are red alder and cedar trees, with lesser
coverage of salmonberry, elderberry, youth-on-age and bracken fern. The wetland’s area is
less than 0.5 acres. The wetland class is palustrine forested. 

THORNTON CREEK BASIN

Wetlands

Wetland C, Meridian Avenue

Description

This previously unmapped wetland (WL-C) is in Twin Ponds Park and is part of a large
wetland system including Twin Ponds (WL-D). A bike and pedestrian trail and Reach TC4
pass through the open space. Stream, riparian and upland habitats combine with the lower
wetland areas to create a habitat mosaic. The wetland makes up approximately 60 percent
of the habitat for the entire area. The area is entirely forested and provides habitat for a
diverse community of wildlife, including river otter, great blue heron, turtles and various
species of hawks (personal communication, Janet Way, December 27, 2001). Dominant tree
species include red alder, willow, cedar and cottonwood. Other abundant species included
salmonberry, Himalayan blackberry, morning glory and creeping buttercup. The total size
is approximately 4 acres. This wetland is a  palustrine forested wetland. 

Wetland D, Twin Ponds

Description

Previous mapping indicated wetlands only on the east side of both ponds at this location
(WL-D). Wetlands occur along the entire circumference of both lakes for a width of 5 to
10 feet and are protected, for the most part, by riparian vegetation. However, the riparian
corridor on the east that separates the ponds from the playfields is narrow and does not
buffer this wetland from playfield activities. John Dixon, a Shoreline resident, has an
ongoing program of enhancing the riparian vegetation around Twin Ponds.  A larger area of
forested wetland occurs at the southernmost end of the ponds. Overall, the area has two
wetland classes present: forested and emergent. Forested wetlands are dominated by
Pacific and Sitka willow, red alder and cottonwood; the shrub layer includes stinging nettle,
red-osier dogwood and salmon berry; emergent areas are dominated by cattail, skunk
cabbage and water parsley. John Dixon, a Shoreline resident, along with other volunteers,
has an ongoing program of enhancing the riparian vegetation around Twin Ponds.  Of the
entire 5.4 open water/wetland complex, approximately 2.4 acres are wetlands. 
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Wetland E, Peverly Pond

Description

This previously mapped wetland (WL-E) lies between Thornton Creek Reaches TC2 and
TC3. It covers approximately 1 to 2 acres between 1st Avenue NE and Interstate 5. Three
wetland classes are present. Forested wetland is dominated by willow and cottonwood and
emergent wetland is dominated by cattail. A third class, aquatic bed wetland, occurs in the
open water portion where yellow pond lily is present. Several non-native species have
become established here, including reed canarygrass, blackberries and scotch broom. A
development project is under construction in the area east of 1st Avenue NE and includes
mitigation for buffer impacts. Wetland Resources (2000) addressed this wetland in more
detail and documented its size as exceeding one acre.

Wetland F, Paramount Park

Description

This previously mapped wetland (WL-F) is in Paramount Park between 10th Avenue NE
and 12th Avenue NE, just north of NE 145th Street. It is one of the larger wetlands in the
City, at approximately 6.9 acres. This wetland is associated with Thornton Creek Reach
TC14, known as Littles Creek, where a series of wetlands, ponds and connecting channels
are present. Local volunteers have completed several wetland enhancement projects,
including removing fill and planting native vegetation in the vicinity of the ponds and
planting trees in a detention facility constructed by King County. Three wetland classes are
present: forested, scrub-shrub and emergent. 

Wetland G, Thornton Creek Reach 13

Description

This previously mapped wetland (WL-G) is adjacent to Thornton Creek Reach TC13 near
North 179th Street and 21st Avenue North. During surveys for the stream inventory, this
reach was not found to have water or natural substrate. However, on October 26, 2001, the
area in the northeast corner of the N 178th Street and N Meridian Avenue intersection was
found to have small pockets of standing water. The area is forested with sparse herbaceous
or shrub cover. Dominant trees included red alder, willow, and cedar. Spiraea, salmonberry,
lady fern, horsetail and creeping buttercup were also present. The total area is
approximately 0.4 acres. This wetland is a palustrine forested wetland. It is confined on all
sides by roads or homes and is very small.

Jones and Stokes (1990) described and delineated this wetland in 1990. They described
stormwater as entering the site through a 12-inch corrugated metal culvert at the
southeast corner of the site and exiting the wetland through another culvert at the corner of
North 178th Street and Meridian Avenue.
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Wetland H, Ronald Bog

Description

Ronald Bog (WL-H) is a open water/wetland complex occupying approximately 7.7 acres.
The wetland portion around the edge occupies 1 acre. Otak (December 2001) conducted a
detailed wetland study of Ronald Bog and addressed the individual wetland types. The
following descriptions are from the Otak report:

“Wetland 1 is a palustrine forested wetland of approximately 0.8 acres in
size, located along the inflow corridor that enters Ronald Bog from the
northeast. The open water course flows due south, carrying stormwater
discharge from 175th Street. The riparian corridor is dominated by red alder
(Alnus rubra) trees, with a mixed shrub component of non-native Himalayan
blackberry (Rubus procerus) and salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis). Where the
ditch widens, the stream drops its bed load and a non-vegetated mud flat is
present. The forest in this area is red alder and black cottonwood (Populus
balsamifera) with some willow (Salix spp.) in the understory. Groundcover is
sparsely vegetated with giant horsetail (Equisetum telmateia), creeping
buttercup (Ranunculus repens) and reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea).
Flows from this ditch enter the pond of Ronald Bog along its east margin, in
the tangle of red alder and willows that fringe the pond margins in the
southeast corner.

Wetland 2 is a small area of palustrine emergent vegetation, approximately
0.14 acres in size, located along the west shore of the pond. The dominant
vegetation is soft rush (Juncus effusus), common velvet grass (Holcus
lanatus), and a few young red alder. The area appears to be regularly
maintained as a part of the park maintenance or right-of-way maintenance
along Meridian Avenue.

Wetland 3 is a palustrine scrub-shrub wetland located in the northeast
corner of the pond of Ronald Bog. It is a long, narrow channel approximately
0.07 acres in size that may have been a former inlet to the pond. The channel
is lined with red alder saplings and young trees, with spirea (Spiraea
douglasii) present along the edge.”

Wetland I, Kim Wetland

Description

This wetland (WL-I) near the intersection of NE 148th Street and 11th Avenue NE contains
palustrine forested and scrub-shrub vegetation occupying approximately 0.4 acres. It is part
of the larger lower Paramount Park wetland system (WL-F), which drains into Littles
Creek. It is considered separately here because of a past enhancement evaluation (Tetra
Tech/KCM June 2001). Pacific willow, red alder and salmonberry are dominant woody
species. Herbaceous species include small-fruited bulrush, common horsetail, giant
horsetail and spirea. Skunk cabbage and water parsley were also in evidence.
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Wetland J, Interstate 5 and North 152nd Street

Description

This disturbed wetland (WL-J) is bordered by Interstate 5 on the west and residences on
the east. On the southern edge, a large amount of fill for a community center parking lot
appears to have altered the topography. An open ditch between properties provides surface
water to this wetland. The wetland, approximately 0.4 acre in area, is drained by another
open ditch that runs parallel to Interstate 5. Vegetation consists of red alder, poplar
saplings, sedge and reed canarygrass. In most places the grass is mown to the wetland
edge.

Wetland K, Meridian Park

This wetland (WL-K), approximately 1.1 acre in size, lies within Meridian Park and is
immediately south of the Cordell Hull playfields. Thornton Creek Reach TC6 flows south
through the wetland and creates a habitat mosaic. This forested wetland  contains willow,
red alder and western red cedar, along with a thick growth of salmonberry. Reed
canarygrass, sedges and buttercup comprise the winter groundcover. A trail constructed of
earthen fill material separates portions of the wetland.

Wetland L, Cromwell Park

Description

Otak (December 2001) studied the approximately 0.3 acre Cromwell Park wetlands; the
following description is from the Otak report:

“There is an existing palustrine forested wetland community (WL-L) in the
northeast corner of this southern portion of the park. It is dominated on the
north by four large black cottonwood trees (each approximately 24-30 inches
in diameter). The main portion of the wetland is a standing water swamp;
mature native willows are present around the margins and within the main
body of the wetland area. A dense sub-canopy of willows is present below the
larger trees and they provide an excellent physical barrier to domestic
animals or people gaining access to the open water within the wetland. This
large wetland is a highly functioning wetland. The very nature of the mixture
of standing water and dense woodland provides excellent habitat to many
more elusive and human-sensitive birds and mammals. The dense canopy
provides excellent shading for the water, and the steep sided basin provides
good storage functions.” 
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MIDDLE PUGET SOUND BASINS

Wetlands

Wetland M, Upper Puget Sound

Description

It is unclear whether this wetland was previously mapped. Current mapping shows a
wetland adjacent to the beach, but west of the railroad tracks. Wetland M is west of
Richmond Beach Drive NW, east of the railroad tracks from NW 202nd Street to NW 199th
Street and immediately west of the Richmond Beach Pump Station. It is a palustrine
forested wetland less than one acre in size and is associated with the Upper Puget Sound
North and South Creeks. Barnacle Creek (Reach USN1) meanders through the wetland
where residents have created an informal boardwalk with construction debris laid across
the creek in several places and over the wetland. In addition to willow, salmonberry and
blackberry, watercress and water parsley occur throughout the area. The size of this
wetland is estimated to be a half-acre or larger. 

Wetland N, NW 195th Street and 12th Avenue NW

Description

This wetland is south of NW 195th Street and west of 12th Avenue NW near NW Richmond
Beach Road. It is between 1 and 2 acres in size. Two wetland classes are present—forested
and scrub-shrub. Because of illegal clearing, the wetland occupies the periphery of the site.
Willow, red alder, big leaf maple, and western red cedar are present in forested areas; other
species present include salmonberry, Himalayan blackberry, nettles, reed canarygrass and
Canadian thistle. The wetland is associated with Storm Creek and is located east of
Reach 5. Due to illegal clearing, the area has been invaded by reed canarygrass and
blackberries and contains numerous pieces of debris such as tires, plywood and trash. This
wetland has both palustrine forested and palustrine scrub-shrub wetland types.

Wetland O, Seattle Golf Course

Description

This wetland is around the margins of a lake on the Seattle Golf Course. Access to the golf
course was not obtained. However, previous studies have reported that the wetland covers
2.1 acres. 

Wetland P, Highlands Creek

Description

This palustrine emergent wetland is the headwaters of Highlands Creek and occurs in an
area heavily modified with ornamental ponds and fountains. The wetland is approximately
half an acre large in size.



City of Shoreline Wetland Inventory and Classification…

10

Wetland Q, Richmond Beach Park

Description

This previously unmapped wetland was found near Richmond Beach Park on the east side
of the railroad. The total area of the wetland is approximately 1 acre. Two wetland classes
are present: forested and emergent. Alders and willows dominate the forested wetland
areas, while emergent areas are dominated by cattails. Other abundant species present
include Himalayan blackberries and horsetail. Soils were saturated, but there was less
than 40 percent open water present. A small seep with buttercup growing in the wet soil
exits the hillside several hundred feet up slope and east of the wetland and flows into the
southern portion.

Wetland R, 19620 14th Avenue NW

Description

This previously unmapped wetland is bordered by M.G. Syre Elementary school to the east
and the residence at 19620 14th Avenue NW on the west. There is an approximate 30 to
40 percent slope between the residence and the wetland. Wetland R was probably
associated with the adjacent historical channel of Storm Creek that is partially piped at
present. Surface water accumulates within this former channel and flows on top of and
parallel to the piped portion. Originally delineated for the residence, the wetland extends
further northwest and southeast of the parcel, making it difficult to determine its total size.
However, it is larger than an acre. This palustrine forested and broad-leaved deciduous
wetland community is dominated by red alder and salmonberry.

McALEER AND LYON CREEK BASINS

Wetlands

Wetland S, Echo Lake

Description

Previous mapping indicating wetlands along the southwest fringe of Echo Lake appears to
be accurate and the boundaries have not changed. Wetland fringe consists of three wetland
classes: aquatic bed, emergent, and scrub-shrub. Aquatic bed wetlands were present where
yellow pond-lily has become established. Reeds were dominant in emergent wetlands, and
willows and Douglas spirea dominated the scrub-shrub wetlands. The total area of this
wetland is estimated to be approximately 0.2 acres located primarily in the southwest
portion of the 13 acre lake. 

Wetland T, Bruggers Bog

Description

Bruggers Bog historically was a bog with acidic soils. Plants that survive under these
conditions include sphagnum moss, cranberry and Labrador tea. Such plants are not
currently present in Bruggers Bog. Surface waters accumulate from single- and multi-
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family residences in the surrounding area, flow southeast and contribute to Ballinger
Creek, which runs through Bruggers Bog Park. Wetland T is a narrow and linear wetland
on the south edge of the park adjacent to a King County Maintenance Facility. Vegetation
includes small willow trees and shrubs, cottonwoods, and red alders, along with cattails,
sedge and water parsley in the very wet areas. This wetland is less than 0.5 acres in size.

Wetland U, McAleer Reach 1

Description

Wetland U is associated with and adjacent to McAleer Creek, west of 15th Avenue
Northeast. This wetland extends linearly south of NE 200th Court and on both the east and
west sides of McAleer Creek. It was originally delineated for an apartment complex
bordering the wetland on the northeast (Land-Tek Wetland Services 2001). The size within
the parcel was calculated to be 0.68 acres, however it extends off-site both north and south
and is estimated to be approximately 1 acre or more. It is one of the few surviving
forested/scrub-shrub wetlands of significant size in the City. Approximately 20 large cedar
trees (20- to 30-inch in diameter) provide cover for this wetland. 
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4. SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION

This study identified and classified 21 wetlands; 17 had been previously mapped and four
had not. All wetlands were classified palustrine according to Cowardin et al. (1979).

This study did not include functional assessment or wetland delineations. Wetland areas
are estimations based on visual observation of soil, hydrology and vegetation indicators. In
some cases, observations indicated that previous mapping of existing wetlands was
incorrect. NWI mapping is typically based on aerial photography and documentation, and
may not be ground-truthed for accuracy in the Shoreline area. For example, most of
Paramount Park is wetland; yet the NWI mapping outlines only a small portion of the park
as wetland. Ground-truthed estimations of wetland area are likely more accurate than NWI
mapping. However, complete wetland delineations are necessary for the most accurate
assessment of size. 

NWI mapping indicates that wetlands occur along the shoreline of the Puget Sound.
However, according to the City code, these are considered “Shorelines of the State” and do
not fall into a wetland category. According to Cowardin et al. (1979), these areas are
classified as marine wetlands. Marine wetlands likely occur along much of the Puget Sound
shoreline, but have not been included in this study. 

Opportunities for improvement of habitat exist at many of these wetlands as described in
this report. In addition, enlarging existing wetlands or restoring historical wetlands
contribute to stormwater management and increasing base flow to streams. In general, it is
recommended that wetland habitat be expanded in areas that are not otherwise confined
and that the wetlands be reviewed for buffer requirements. Excavation of additional low
areas and revegetation would be necessary for expanding wetland habitat. Because of soil
and hydrology issues, it is far preferable to restore degraded or historic wetlands than
excavating adjacent land to expand existing wetlands or create new wetlands. In addition,
several locations have become infested with non-native species, including blackberries, reed
canary grass, and Japanese knotweed. Removal of non-native species aids in the emergence
of native species and better supports native wildlife. Additional plantings, maintaining the
areas free of invasive species and monitoring success of each is crucial to successful
restoration. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

SCOPE OF WORK

As a subconsultant to Tetra Tech/KCM (Tt/KCM), Daley Design assessed the fisheries
issues and activities associated with the watersheds within the City of Shoreline. The City
of Shoreline has identified a need to evaluate the fisheries utilization of the watersheds
within the City boundaries and in particular the presence of salmonids (resident trout or
anadromous salmon). Some of these watersheds involve only a small portion of major
streams that flow into Lake Washington while other watersheds include the entire basin as
it flows to Puget Sound. 

The scope of work involved the following tasks:
• Task 1. Data Collection—In conjunction with the Tt/KCM staff, relevant

data collected by the City, County and Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) have been reviewed. Information that non-profit groups
in the area collected was also included in the data review. This information
assisted in the final on-site assessments that were completed. Information
reviewed included fish observations, barriers to fish access, and site maps.

• Task 2. Onsite Evaluation—A preliminary stream walk of critical sites was
conducted to determine best methods for evaluation of the fish presence or
absence. Sites for collection of fish with net traps were determined.
Trapping at these sites was conducted using a fike net.
Potential fish passage barriers were evaluated and a preliminary
determination of corrective actions was undertaken. Protocol for the
evaluation by Daley Design was based on on-site evaluation of the stream
conditions, including summer low flow and observed stream bank erosion
defining ordinary high water during the adult migration periods and smolt
migration in the late winter and early spring. Definition of habitat quality
and potential fish passage barriers by Daley Design was based on previous
experience in watershed assessment and utilization of habitat by salmonids
and other fish species. 

• Task 3. Report Preparation—Daley Design assisted Tt/KCM in the
preparation of the fisheries report. This effort included documentation of
existing fisheries issues and data collection. Photographs of stream features
are contained at the end of this report.

CITY DRAINAGE BASINS

The City of Shoreline includes five major basins including Boeing Creek, Thornton Creek,
McAleer Creek, Middle Puget Sound North and Middle Puget Sound South (see Figures 1
through 4 in Appendix A; Stream Inventory and Assessment). The Boeing Creek, Thornton
Creek and McAleer Creek Basins have established salmonid populations. Adult salmon
have been observed in Boeing Creek (personal communication, Ed Barnes, Shoreline
Resident 2001); however, there are impassable barriers on this system within the city
limits. Adult salmon have been reported in Thornton and McAleer Creeks downstream of
the city limits (Vanderhoof, et. al 2000) and in McAleer Creek at the detention pond on NE
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196th Street (LFPSF 2001). The author observed cutthroat trout in Thornton and McAleer
Creeks within the city limits. 

Figure 1 summarizes life cycle timing for fish in Shoreline drainages and when certain
species are in residence. Coho salmon and searun cutthroat trout spend their first year
rearing in creeks prior to outmigration. Resident cutthroat trout reside in the stream
throughout their life cycle (Behnke 1992). Chinook salmon fry usually remain in the
streams for three months after emerging from the gravels and migrate seaward from early
March through early July (Groot and Margolis 1995; Healey 1991).

Timing of Freshwater Life Phases
Species Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Freshwater Life Phase

Summer-Fall Chinook
Upstream migration
Spawning
Intragravel develop.
Juvenile rearing
Out migration

Chum
Upstream migration
Spawning
Intragravel develop.
Juvenile rearing
Out migration

Coho
Upstream migration
Spawning
Intragravel develop.
Juvenile rearing
Out migration

Searun Cutthrout
Upstream migration
Spawning
Intragravel develop.
Juvenile rearing
Out migration

Figure 1. Life Cycle Timing for Fish in Shoreline Drainages (Adapted from Williams 1975)

In addition to the evaluation of all Shoreline basins (Figure 1-4 in Appendix A) for salmonid
utilization, the major basins were assessed for fish use by other species, including the
marine shoreline areas of Boeing Creek, Storm Creek, Innis Arden Creeks and the Middle
Puget Sound North Basin. Published sources were also reviewed (Groot et al 1995;
Chapman 1996). Of particular importance is King County’s recent Reconnaissance
Assessment of the Nearshore Ecosystem: Eastern Shore of Central Puget Sound (Brennan
2001). This document provides references to past and recent survey data that identify
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significant shoreline and intertidal use by critical forage species for adult and juvenile
salmon, including herring, surfsmelt, Pacific sand lance, eulachon and longfin smelt.
Significant areas include Edwards Point, Point Wells, Richmond Beach and the Boeing
Creek Delta; these areas are used for feeding, migration, spawning and rearing (Brennan
2001).

FISH PASSAGE BARRIERS

Fish passage barriers prevent the movement of fish through a stream. Barriers can be man-
made such as culverts, or natural, such as a steep gradient. Some barriers primarily
impede upstream access; others impede upstream and downstream access equally. In
Shoreline, upstream impediments generally don’t prevent downstream access. Barriers can
be seasonal, affected by the level of flow in a reach. They can also be species and age-class
specific. Adult coho and steelhead are more adept at accessing reaches with shallow water
depths or swift flow than adult chum or chinook. Adult fish in general can navigate
blockages more effectively than juvenile fish. Barriers can impede up and downstream
migration of anadromous species such as salmon, but can also block access to additional
stream reaches for resident cutthroat trout and other non-salmonid species of fish such as
sculpin and dace. Fish passage barriers in each basin are discussed in Chapter 2.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (1998) has a protocol for determining
whether an impediment in a stream is a barrier to fish migration. This protocol involves
measuring current velocity, grade, distance and depth of water over and immediately
downstream of the impediment. Unless the structure is an obvious barrier such as a dam,
observations without using the protocol are judgment calls; experts can disagree as to
accessibility. This study did not use the WDFW protocols in assessing whether a reach is
accessible. A comprehensive barrier assessment would require a full year of flow
measurements. For this study, barriers were assessed using best professional judgment.
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2. SURVEY FINDINGS

Stream walks were conducted on City of Shoreline streams in February, May and October
of 2001.  Observations were completed at Twin Ponds, Echo Lake, Bruggers Bog, a small
tributary to McAleer Creek called Cedarbrook Creek behind the abandoned Cedar Heights
Elementary School, and Thornton Creek below Jackson Golf Course. In addition, a site
walk was conducted on October 5, 2001 to verify shoreline conditions and reassess culvert
crossings under the railroad tracks.

BOEING CREEK BASIN

Juvenile coho were observed in a pool just upstream of the footbridge east of the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad tracks (Photos 1 to 3). The coho appeared to be recent
swim-up fry from natural spawning in the creek. A significant amount of large wood (LW)
pieces is present in most of the lower reaches of Boeing Creek and to a limited extent in the
creek above Hidden Lake. The lower creek was traversed from the mouth to a steel-pile
dam that was used in the past for water diversion to the Seattle Golf Club. The dam blocks
the upstream passage of adult and juvenile fish at all flows (Photo 4).

In May, a stream walk of the reach above Hidden Lake identified a potential source of sand
that is prevalent in the creek. Large slope failures occur in this area, exposing the
underlying sandy material. Mountain beaver are burrowing into the banks and creating a
point of erosion during storm events that is likely contributing additional sand into the
creek, although this impact is minor in comparison to high peak flows (Photo 6). In
addition, children playing in the area have constructed tunnels into the sandy ravine slope
and exposed significant areas for erosion into the creek. The stream is in good condition in
this area with the exception of sand in the pools (Photos 7 to 9).

According to Mr. Ed Barnes (personal communication, September 2001), a Shoreline
resident involved in salmon enhancement activities, salmon use lower Boeing Creek
extensively. Mr. Barnes indicated that he has observed more than 100 adult chum salmon
in addition to large numbers of adult coho salmon spawning in the reach below the steel-
pile dam. Mr. Barnes has also observed chinook salmon and searun cutthroat trout in the
lower reaches of Boeing Creek. He found a spawned-out chinook carcass during the fall of
2001. It is likely that many of these fish are the result of the “Salmon in the Classroom”
program that is facilitated by a variety of local educators, including Dr. Matt Loper, an
instructor at Shoreline Community College. City staff observed cutthroat redds in BC1
approximately 400 feet downstream of the dam on March 22, 2004.

Evidence was also found of salmonids in Hidden Lake (Photo 10). During the field
investigation, a fish feeding in the lake was identified as a juvenile salmonid. Based on the
reported activities of the Environmental Department of Shoreline Community College and
the Salmon in the Classroom Project, this fish was probably a coho salmon that was
migrating downstream to Puget Sound.

Definite barriers were identified at five locations including the Hidden Lake and M1 Dams.
Potential fish barriers have been identified at four locations on Boeing Creek.  Table 1
summarizes definite and potential fish passage barriers identified in the Boeing Creek
Basin.
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TABLE 1.
BOEING CREEK BASIN FISH PASSAGE BARRIERS

Reach Barrier Description

Definite Barriers
BC1 Steel-Pile Dam The dam prevents fish passage upstream at all flows
BC2 Culvert Gradient and velocity of culvert at NW Innis Arden Way prevents fish

passage
BC6 Dam Earthen dam creating Hidden Lake prevents upstream passage at all

flows
BC7 Detention Pond North Pond and a perched culvert at NW 175th prevent fish passage.

Piped reaches upstream
BC8 M1 Dam M1 Dam prevents fish passage between reaches BC8 and BC9

Potential Barriers
BC1A Railroad Culvert The culvert below the BNSF railroad at the beach may prevent fish

passage at low flows and low tides
BC2 Weirs Two weirs used for grade control could pose seasonal blockage
BC6 Weirs Two weirs used for bed control may pose barriers at low flows
BC7 Weirs Three log weirs may be height barriers to juvenile fish

THORNTON CREEK BASIN

Definite barriers originally identified include the Interstate 5 culvert (TC1), Peverly Pond
weir (TC2) and the diversion structure at the upstream end of TC7. Potential fish passage
barriers have been identified at five locations (TC3, TC7, TC10, TC11 and TC12).
Subsequent to the original assessment, an adult steelhead was found in TC7 (February 4,
2004). Consequently, this report considers the Interstate 5 culvert and Peverly Pond weir
as potential barriers to adult salmonids, but definite barriers to juveniles. Table 2
summarizes fish passage barriers identified in the Thornton Creek Basin.

As documented by WDFW (1998), the Salmon Watchers Program and the Seattle Public
Utilities report Thornton Creek Watershed Characterization Report (Seattle Public
Utilities 2000), Thornton Creek supports a limited population of coho salmon. Sockeye have
been observed in the lower reaches, as well as adult and juvenile chinook salmon
(Weitkamp & Ruggerone 2000). 

Chinook salmon prefer larger streams (Healey 1991; Weitkamp and Ruggefone 2000); adult
chinook observed near the mouth of Thornton Creek may have been fish searching for their
home stream. There is no documented evidence of chinook spawning in the creek. Juvenile
chinook that have been observed in the stream may be fish that were planted as part of the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife “Salmon in the Classroom” program. The size
of the juvenile chinook indicates these fish may be 2-year old fish. Washington Trout staff
who have conducted surveys in the Puget Sound area indicate they have observed 2-year
old chinook in several watersheds in Western Washington. Within the City of Shoreline, the
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presence of juvenile migratory salmon, including coho and chinook, is likely the result of
releases by students.

Non-anadromous salmonid species have been observed in the creek. During a field
investigation, a 10-inch cutthroat trout was seen near where the stream crosses NE 155th
Street. In addition, Seattle Public Utilities (2000) indicates the presence of cutthroat trout
throughout Thornton Creek. 

To determine whether juvenile salmonids were using Twin Ponds, a minnow trap baited
with salmon eggs was placed in Twin Ponds in May and fished for 48 hours. No fish were
captured. It is likely, however, that cutthroat trout inhabit Twin Ponds. Observation of the
aquatic benthos in the creek as it enters the upper pond revealed mayfly and stonefly
nymphs. In addition, gammarid shrimp were found in the pond. These are all excellent
sources of food for juvenile and adult salmonids (Chapman and Bjornn 1969). 

The general quality of Thornton Creek is well documented in the SPU study; the following
summarizes the basic condition of the creek in relation to its use by fish and wildlife:

• “Like most urban streams, Thornton Creek does not offer prime habitat for
fish. Significant problems affecting fish survival include high storm flows,
channelized banks, sedimentation, lack of food, poor water quality, high
temperatures, low dissolved oxygen levels, barriers to passage, inadequate
in-stream wood and rock structures, and lack of refuge, spawning and
rearing areas.”

A stream walk of Thornton Creek downstream of the Shoreline city limit was undertaken
on October 5, 2001. The walk included the stream through the southern portion of the
Jackson Golf Course and downstream. Significant numbers of juvenile coho or cutthroat
were observed. A large freshwater pond supplied with well water discharges into Thornton
Creek. Large trout in the pond system are confined by a screened outlet. Flow was low
above the pond; there appeared to be several blockages to juvenile fish migration in this
area of the golf course. These blockages may not be a problem for adults during the winter,
as water volume increases.

Wetland Resources Incorporated (2000) documented cutthroat trout, juvenile coho salmon
and aquarium billfish in Reach TC2 during a wetland evaluation of the area. Because the
culvert under I-5 is a definite impassible barrier to juvenile salmonids, it is likely that the
coho salmon was from the Salmon in the Classroom program.

Seattle Public Utilities (2000) summarized various fish sampling efforts dating from 1981.
Chinook, coho and chum salmon and steelhead have all been documented, primarily in the
lower portions of the stream and outside the Shoreline city limits. Chinook fry and rainbow
trout were documented near Twin Ponds. The study notes that the chinook fry were
probably released into the system. Carp and sunfish were found in Ronald Bog. City of
Shoreline staff observed largemouth bass in Ronald Bog during late spring of 2001.
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TABLE 2.
THORNTON CREEK BASIN
FISH PASSAGE BARRIERS

Reach Barrier Description
Definite Barriers
TC7 Diversion

Structure
The water diversion structure at the junction of TC7, TC8 and TC9 is a
fish passage barrier.

Potential Barriers
TC1 Culvert Culvert under Interstate 5 is a barrier to juvenile fish and most

salmonids.
TC2 Weir Weir at Peverly Pond  is a barrier to juvenile fish and most salmonids.
TC3 Culvert A culvert beneath 1st Avenue NE may limit fish passage at low flows.
TC7 Culvert Three culverts at a pedestrian trail at Twin Ponds Park have a hydraulic

drop of 20 inches, which likely prevents juvenile fish passage.
TC10 Pipe and

Low flows
Long pipe length and low flows could impede fish passage.

TC11 Culverts and
Low Flows

Several culverts may prevent fish passage at low flows.

TC12 Pipe and
Catch Basin

The long piped section and catch basin at the Ronald Bog outlet may
prevent fish passage.

MIDDLE PUGET SOUND BASINS

Unlike Boeing Creek, the Middle Puget Sound Basins have natural barriers to saltwater
migration (Photos 14 and 15). The BNSF railroad causes problems for fish access due to the
configuration of the culvert outfalls (Photos 16 to 19). However, some  areas of these basins
support resident cutthroat trout; city personnel have received calls about cutthroat trout
observations from local residents. Hennick (1999) reports trapping cutthroat trout in Storm
Creek (SC5) during the summer of 1999. Barnacle Creek (USN1) and possibly Coyote Creek
(IS1) do allow access to short sections of stream.

In addition, the intertidal reach of Boeing Creek (BC1A) and the culvert crossing at the
extreme northern boundary of the city limits (USN1) provide areas of habitat that can be
utilized by juvenile salmonids that have moved into the saltwater and are foraging along
the shallow beach areas during high tides. Forage species of fish and other organisms of
importance as food for juvenile salmonids utilize these intertidal areas. The flow of
freshwater into the shallow tidal areas and the recruitment of sands and gravel to the
beaches is an important nearshore process influencing habitat in these areas.

In September 1995, two King County staff biologists examined Storm Creek Reach 1 (SC1)
and Innis Arden North Creek Reach 1 (IN1) for fish presence and access barriers.
Electrofishing did not produce any fish species. They indicated that both streams have
barriers to upstream passage of adult salmonids at their mouths and lower reaches and did
not have any spawning habitat (Hartley 1995). 

Definite barriers were identified at the mouth of each stream in both basins, primarily
associated with the BNSF railroad tracks. Reach USN1 (Barnacle Creek) is accessible for a
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short segment during high tide. The culvert under Richmond Beach Drive NW prevents
further fish access. Table 3 summarizes definite and potential fish passage barriers
identified in the Middle Puget Sound Basins.

TABLE 3.
MIDDLE PUGET SOUND BASINS FISH PASSAGE BARRIERS

Reach Barrier Description
Definite Barriers

HL1 Gradient Pipe and steep channel gradient prevents fish passage from Puget Sound
IS1 Gradient Fish passage is prevented due to piping and steep channel gradient
IN1 Gradient Steep channel gradient prevents fish passage from Puget Sound
IN2 Culvert Perched culvert at NW Springdale Court prevent fish passage
SC1 Gradient Fish passage is prevented due to steep channel gradient

USS2 Gradient Steep channel gradient prevents fish passage from Puget Sound
USN2 Gradient Steep channel gradient and a culvert under Richmond Beach Drive prevents

fish passage from Puget Sound
Potential Barriers

IN1 Culvert Culvert at 14th Avenue NW may prevent fish passage
IN3 Culvert Culverts at Innis Arden and Ridgefield Roads may prevent fish passage
IN4 Culvert

and Low
Flows

Culverts at NW Springdale Court and Ridgefield Road NW may prevent fish
passage

SC1 Pipe
Repair

Concrete repair and gabion installation over sewer pipeline may prevent fish
passage

SC3 Weirs Rock weirs may prevent fish passage at low flows
SC4 Weirs Rock weirs may prevent fish passage at low flows

USN3 Culvert Culvert upstream of NW 204th Street may prevent fish passage

MCALEER CREEK

Inspection of McAleer Creek downstream of I-5 revealed a temporary barrier to fish
passage in the culvert under Forest Park Drive NE immediately south of Northeast 205th
(Photos 11 to 13). The barrier is temporary and due to improper culvert maintenance; both
adult and juvenile fish could navigate this culvert with proper maintenance. 

McAleer Creek supports anadromous fish as far upstream as Lake Ballinger. LFPSF (2001)
notes that chinook salmon have been found as far upstream as the flood control system and
fish ladder at NE 196th Street between Forest Park Drive NE and 15th Avenue NE. Field
observations in May 2001 and observations by Mr. Ed Barnes (personal communication
September 2001) confirm cutthroat trout and coho salmon using this system. Ned Orr, who
lives adjacent to Reach MT2 on 16th Avenue NE, has observed cutthroat trout and coho in
this reach (personal communication March 2001). Sockeye have been reported in the lower
reaches of this system outside the Shoreline City limits (SPU November 2000). LFPSF
(2001) documents that a steelhead trout carcass was found in Lyon Creek in 1998 and also
cites stream use by coho and cutthroat trout. City staff found a steelhead and 3 adult
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cutthroat trout spawning in MC1 just south of the Interstate 5 cloverleaf on March 11,
2004.

The Echo Lake drainage, which is part of the headwaters of McAleer Creek, flows north
into Lake Ballinger. A culvert at the Echo Lake outlet has created a definite impassable
barrier to movement of adult and juvenile fish between the two lakes. Echo Lake has
supported a population of rainbow trout (Walcott 1965) and supports resident cutthroat
trout, large mouth bass and sunfish populations. It is likely that urban development and
the associated stormwater runoff into the lake have significantly lowered the water quality
of the lake with increased temperatures and chemical contamination.

Definite barriers are present on Reaches BA4 and EL1. Potential barriers have been
identified at a number of locations within the McAleer and Lyon Creeks Basins. Table 4
summarizes fish passage barriers identified in the McAleer Creek Basin.

TABLE 4.
McALEER AND LYON CREEK BASINS FISH PASSAGE BARRIERS

Reach Barrier Description
Definite Barriers
BA4 Culverts Three concrete culverts upstream of Bruggers Bog have minimum jumping

heights of 30 inches
EL1 Culvert Perched culvert at Echo Lake outlet is too high for access

Potential Barriers
MC1 Culvert Culvert under Forest Park Drive at NE 205th Street may prevent fish passage
MC1 Culvert Culvert beneath 15th Avenue NW may prevent fish passage
MT1 Culvert Culverts under 16th and 18th Avenues NE may prevent fish passage
MT2 Culvert Culverts under 16th and 18th Avenues NE may prevent fish passage
MT3 Culvert Culverts under 16th and 18th Avenues may prevent fish passage
MT5 Pipe The long pipe under the Cedarbrook School playfield may prevent fish passage
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3. SPECIES UTILIZATION

Determination of salmonid utilization has been accomplished by reviewing existing
documentation, on-site observations and telephone interviews with local salmon
enhancement volunteers. The individuals that have been contacted are Dr. Matt Loper,
instructor at Shoreline Community College; Dave Krueger, student at Shoreline
Community College; Ed Barnes, Shoreline Resident and volunteer; Mike Derrick, Ronald
Wastewater District; David Steiner and other staff of Adopt a Stream; and Washington
Trout. 

The author has identified salmonid use in Thornton Creek above Twin Ponds and below the
Jackson Park Golf Course (outside the City limits). The presence of quality food organisms
in Thornton Creek at Twin Ponds provides additional evidence of the potential for salmonid
utilization. Factors that may inhibit the use of Twin Ponds by salmonids include
temperature and stormwater runoff. Chapter 2 documents salmonid presence in other
stream reaches within the city.

In addition to the salmonid utilization, significant areas of non-salmonid use have been
identified. As indicated in the discussions of specific watersheds, saltwater forage species
utilize most of the saltwater shorelines of the City. A stream walk with Andy Loch, City of
Shoreline Watershed Biologist, identified several areas of intertidal function associated
with the stream at the culvert crossings under the railroad tracks and at the outlet of
Boeing Creek. These areas are used for feeding, migration, spawning and rearing for a
number of forage fish species including herring, surfsmelt, Pacific sand lance, eulachon and
longfin smelt.

Non-salmonid fishes were observed in Echo Lake and Twin Ponds on October 5, 2001. Most
of the fish observed were very small juveniles that appeared to be recently spawned spiny
ray species (sunfish or bass). Young largemouth bass were observed along the shoreline of
Echo Lake. 

All of the small streams in the City of Shoreline have the potential to provide enhanced
salmonid habitat. The critical parameters that are inhibiting the function of these streams
are a result of impervious surfaces (streets, parking lots and roof tops) that result in altered
hydrologic functions during and after storm events. Streams have been piped or
channelized into narrow straight channels with no pool/riffle habitat. Road culverts impede
fish movement and riparian cover is significantly altered with development. The use of
chemicals on lawns and gardens and consequent runoff into streams result in the removal
of critical food organisms which are especially sensitive to water quality.
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Photos 1
and 2.
Boeing
Creek at
the BNSF
Railroad
Tracks
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Photo 3. Habitat Restoration on Boeing Creek above BNSF Railroad Tracks

Photo 4. Sheet Pile Dam on Boeing Creek
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Photo 6. Bank
Destabilization
from Tunneling
by Humans and
Mountain
Beaver
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Photo 5.
Boeing Creek
Down-stream of
Sheet Pile Dam
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Photo 7. Habitat on Boeing Creek above Hidden Lake

Photo 8. Large Woody Debris Habitat on Boeing Creek above Hidden Lake
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Photo 9. Habitat on Boeing Creek above Hidden Lake

Photo 10. Fish Feeding on the Surface of Hidden Lake
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Photo 11. Culvert Under Forest Park Drive on McAleer Creek

Photo 12. Culvert Under Forest Park Drive on McAleer Creek; Blockage at Upper End of Pipe
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Photo 13. Pool Downstream of Culvert under Forest Park Drive on McAleer Creek



…PHOTOS

21

Photo 14.
Vertical
Barrier to
Anadromous
Fish
Migration on
Storm Creek
in Middle
Puget
Sound Basin
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Photo 16.
Innis Arden
South Creek
Culvert
under BNSF
Railroad
Tracks in the
Middle
Puget
Sound
Basins
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Photo 15.
Vertical
Barrier to
Anadromous
Fish
Migration on
Innis Arden
North Creek
in Middle
Puget
Sound Basin
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Photo 17.
Unnamed
Creek
culvert
under BNSF
Railroad
Tracks in the
Middle
Puget
Sound
Basins
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Photo 18. Unnamed Creek Culvert under BNSF Railroad Tracks in the Middle Puget Sound Basins

Photo 19. Unnamed Creek Culvert under BNSF Railroad Tracks in the Middle Puget Sound Basins
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