Pacifying the Dragon: Hamlin Park, December 3, 2017

Inspired by Hakka Chinese traditions from New Territories, Hong Kong, the Public Art Program in
Shoreline held an event in Hamlin Park attended by about 35 people. In the original ceremony, a jar
filled with food is buried to help cleanse the landscape after construction disturbance about every 30
years, thereby pacifying the dragon, or the embodiment of the landscape.

The audience watched performances by Nightingale Dance Troupe, and witnessed the burial of a large
ceramic jar commissioned for the occasion from artist Jacob Foran. Filled with rice and sealed with
messages, the audience helped shovel sand back in the pit and the mound was capped by a permanent
memorial stone. A grant from 4Culture helped fund the project.

Nightingale Dance Troupe performance, with Dragon body-puppet



Public Art Coordinator David Francis reads a curatorial statement, with the ceramic jar commissioned
from artist Jacob Foran in the background. The jar was then lowered into a six-foot deep pit.

Filling the jar with 140 Ibs. of rice. The memorial marker and mound.
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i AT Nightingale Dance Troupe performed for the
Statement written on folded tin foil, buried in jar audience and the vessel was lowered into a pit six-

foot deep on Saturday, December 3, 2016. A grant
from 4Culture helped fund the project.




